7.4	Update on footpath closure from Ormonds Close to Three Brooks Nature Reserve

Councillor Ben Randles recently obtained the following update from South Gloucestershire Council’s Structures Team 

Funding has been secured for the replacement of the Ormonds Close Footbridge. The lead time for the design, manufacture and installation of the replacement footbridge is approximately 12 weeks. However, this does NOT necessarily mean that the bridge will be in situ within 12 weeks from today’s date (27th August 2026).
 
Unfortunately, due to the environmental and ecological constraints associated with the site, the works must be undertaken under an Environment Agency (EA) Bespoke Flood Risk Activity Permit (FRAP). As the bridge spans Patchway Brook, which is designated as a Main River, and the site lies within Flood Zone 3, the Council is required to follow the relevant Environment Agency approval process.
 
Given these constraints, we are currently unable to provide a confirmed programme or installation date. However, we can assure you that we are working closely with the Environment Agency to secure the necessary permits as quickly as possible.

The replacement bridge will comprise a steel-timber composite structure. Steel beams will provide the primary deck support elements and will be complemented by timber handrails and timber anti-slip deck boards. The steel beams will be clad with a timber fascia to provide a finish that replicates the appearance of the original footbridge. As a result, the steelwork will not be visible from either side of the bridge. Visually, the replacement will be like-for-like.

