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Bradley Stoke Town Council
Draft Biodiversity Policy

1. 	Introduction
Bradley Stoke Town Council recognises the vital role biodiversity plays in supporting a healthy environment, tackling climate change, and enhancing the wellbeing of residents. As a steward of a range of open spaces, the Council is committed to protecting and enhancing biodiversity across the town.

2. 	Policy Statement
The Council is committed to:
· Conserving and enhancing biodiversity within Bradley Stoke 
· Protecting habitats and species of local importance 
· Embedding biodiversity considerations into decision-making 
· Supporting national and local environmental priorities, including biodiversity net gain 

3. 	Objectives
The Council will:
· Enhance the ecological value of its parks and green spaces 
· Support pollinators and native flora and fauna 
· Improve habitat connectivity across the town 
· Engage residents and local organisations in biodiversity initiatives 
· Contribute to climate resilience through nature-based solutions 

4. 	Key Actions
4.1 	Land Management
· Manage Council-owned land in a wildlife-friendly manner 
· Review mowing regimes to allow areas of longer grass and wildflowers where appropriate 
· Reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides and herbicides wherever possible 
· Plant native trees, shrubs, and pollinator-friendly species 

4.2 	Habitat Creation and Enhancement
· Create and maintain habitats such as wildflower meadows, ponds, and hedgerows 
· Install bird boxes, bat boxes, and insect habitats in suitable locations 
· Protect existing natural features from damage 

4.3 	Planning and Development
· Act as a statutory consultee and consider biodiversity impacts on planning applications 
· Support development proposals that deliver measurable biodiversity net gain 
· Encourage green infrastructure, including sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) 

4.4 	Climate and Sustainability
· Promote nature-based solutions to support climate adaptation and mitigation 
· Recognise the interconnection between biodiversity and carbon reduction 

4.5 	Community Engagement
· Work with local schools, community groups, and volunteers on biodiversity projects 
· Promote awareness through events, communications, and interpretation signage 
· Encourage participation in local and national environmental initiatives 

5. 	Partnerships
The Council will work collaboratively with:
· South Gloucestershire Council 
· Local wildlife and environmental organisations 
· Community and volunteer groups 
6. 	Monitoring and Review
· Progress against biodiversity actions will be monitored by the relevant committee (e.g. Planning & Environment Committee) 
· Updates will be reported periodically to Full Council 
· This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if required 

7. 	Responsibilities
· Councillors: Provide leadership and strategic direction 
· Officers: Implement and monitor biodiversity initiatives 
· Contractors: Adhere to biodiversity-friendly practices when working on Town Council land 

8. 	Legal and Policy Context
This policy aligns with:
· Environment Act 2021 (including Biodiversity Net Gain requirements) 
· Local Climate & Nature Recovery Strategies 
· South Gloucestershire Council local planning policies
· Bradley Stoke Town Council Environmental Statement
· Bradley Stoke Town Council Local Climate & Nature Action Plan  

9. 	Adoption
This Biodiversity Policy was adopted by Bradley Stoke Town Council on 
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