





















BSTC – Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee – 20th April 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk485724263]BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee of Bradley Stoke Town Council held at The Jubilee Centre, Savages Wood Road, Bradley Stoke on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: 	Councillors: 	John Bradbury
                                                Natalie Field
				Jenny James	
				James Nelson
				Kulwinder Singh Sappal
				Jon Williams 

Officers:	Sharon Petela (Town Clerk)
Angela Athay-Hunt (Senior Youth Worker – Team Leader)
Ivy Brown (BSTC Projects & Events Officer)

Representatives from:	Bradley Stoke Youth Football Club
Girl Guiding Bristol & South Gloucestershire International
Little Stoke & District Ladies Club

The Chair of committee, Councillor Jenny James welcomed everyone to the meeting and said that she hoped everyone had a good Easter Holiday, Orthodox Easter, Passover, Chinese festival of Pure Brightness, Hanamatsuri (Japanese Buddhist celebration of the historical Buddha's birth), Songkran (Thai Buddhist New Year) and Vaisakhi (Sikh traditional new year and anniversary of the Khalsa).  

1	Submissions from the Public

None


2	Apologies

None


3	Declarations by Members

Councillor Jenny James declared that she is a  member of Little Stoke & District Ladies Club 
[bookmark: _Hlk479660440]

4	Announcements by the Chair
· Attended two Parkruns and joined the Community Litter Pick in March 
· Worked with Three Brooks Nature Conservation Group (TBNCG) clearing pathways, mending fences and tree planting in the orchard
· Joined Bradley Stoke residents on the Walk of Witness around Patchway and Charlton Hayes on Good Friday
· Joined Easter activities at Holy Trinity Church
· Joined City Church and their Easter Egg Hunt on Jubilee Green on Easter Sunday
· Attended Meet and Chat group on Friday mornings
· Met with the “Knit and Natter” group in Bradley Stoke Library
· Took part in the Lent Lunch at St Mary’s Church, Bradley Stoke
· Attended the Brooklands Community Centre opening in the capacity as the representative for Splatts Abbey Wood
· Attended the Watermark Town Initiative workshop
· Attended the Active Travel Scheme briefing on A38/Bradley Stoke Way works
· Visited the “Young at Heart” group
· International Women’s Day – thanks to staff for hard work 
· The Chair thanked everyone for their support over the past twelve months.
5 	To confirm Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 23rd February 2026

Acceptance of the Minutes of the meeting of the Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee held on 23rd February 2026 were proposed by Councillor Jon Williams, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. Minutes were then signed as a correct record.

Councillor Jenny James proposed moving agenda item 8.3 forward, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. 

[bookmark: _Hlk205368233][bookmark: _Hlk221629291]	8.3	Update on BSTC Projects & Events

	Ivy Brown, BSTC Projects & Events Officer presented the following updates:

		8.3.1 	International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day was a huge success. We ran/supported 6 events across a span of 2 weeks. 

The main day event at the Spitfire Hangar at Brabazon hosted nearly 300 people. The programme was diverse, hosting a range of local businesses and organisations that supported women’s education and wellbeing, with many different generations teaching, supporting and attending the event.

We raised a total of £3000 through contributions from ourselves and other parish and town councils: 
· £1,500 – Bradley Stoke Town Council
· £500 - Almondsbury Parish Council
· £500 - Charlton Hayes Parish council
· £500 - Patchway Town Council

We were well within budget. but only spent £2,486.04; this allows for the Bradley Stoke funding to be reduced (see breakdown below).

	Expenditure 
	 
	 

	Venue 
	Set up 1.5 hours. Event 10:30am - 4pm = 5.5 hours. Set down 4pm - 6pm = 1.5 hours 
£90 per hour (+VAT): Total = 8.5 hours
No charge for tech equipment as venue included a PA system with microphones
	£640

	Mamas workshop 
	Fill your cup resources 
	£100

	Menopause Workshop 
	x2 facilitators 
	£100

	Burlesque workshop 
	 
	£75

	Women in male dominated industries panel
	x1 £40 expenses
	£40

	Women in creative industries 
	x2 £40 expenses
	£80

	Volunteer Supervisor
	
	£50

	Clubbercise workshop
	
	£35

	Learning to DJ workshop 
	
	£50

	Childrens workshops (Turtle CYP & 2nd Stoke Lodge Brownies)
	 
	£151.54

	Photographer
	 
	£390

	Live entertainment 
	Fashion Show £0 
Local Dancers £100
	£100

	Paper marketing 
	 
	£209

	Décor + Resources
	Bunting etc. £121.75 
Thank you cards £12.71
	£134.46

	Refreshments + Samosas
	Food & Drink £105.24
Samosas £225.80 
	£331.04


	
	Total 
	£2,486.04


What were the learnings for next year?
· Having more lead time to market the event – engage schools, youth groups and local organisations sooner. 
· The venue was a little hidden, with limited parking and public transport networks. 
· Low attendance at the beginning of the day – start slightly later or bring in a community that brings a big crowd. 
· Involving local schools through performances or plays.

8.3.2 	Community Orchard and Nature & Wellbeing Hub

The 4 planters in a quadrant style were commenced by One Planet Matter (OPM) and completed at the Community Planting Day on Sunday 12th of April which was hosted by the Town Council. The planting day was for residents to get involved with moving soil, planting fruit bushes, sowing wildflower seeds and planting herbs in the planters. There was good attendance, with a huge range of ages taking part.
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The office team have had a discussion about the regular growing group logistics and have confirmed we can create a regular session on either Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons for people who need wellbeing space. Anyone is welcome, but the idea is to support people who are retired, unemployed due to health conditions, or people who need the nature connection and socialisation. We are now waiting for OPM to get in touch when they have a project lead.

8.3.3 	Repair Café

This project will be something that the next Projects and Events Officer will do. 

8.3.4 	Mums Pamper sessions and Fedline Cooking Project (linked to Community Welcome Spaces)

Unfortunately, the last 2 mums pamper sessions didn’t take place due to circumstances beyond my control.

The sessions I did host were successful and created a small network of mums who valued the space and each other. Many wanted more regular activities as they felt it was a great way to network with other mums and didn’t have a child-free space to do this. I do believe a similar idea in the future during the welcome spaces would work well. The sessions themselves only cost about £50–80 per session now that we have the basic resources set up.

The Fedline project was a great success. I had many people email me to say that the skills they learnt were invaluable and that they wished to extend the course. I collected some of their feedback:

Did you find the course useful?
1. Yes, I've learned many new tricks and ways to cook healthier food for my kids. 
2. Yes, the course was very useful. Helen created a welcoming and encouraging atmosphere, and I gained practical skills for my everyday cooking. Additionally, being able to take food home helped me save on costs for several weeks. 
3. The course gave me a lot more confidence to experiment. Living on my own, I was having ready meals bought from my local supermarket. 

What was the most significant lesson you learned?
1. During the cooking course, I've realised how therapeutic a class like this can be. For 2 hours, I didn't think about anything except following the cooking instructions, and at the end of it, I went home feeling very relaxed and happy. 
2. The most significant lesson was learning how to plan and prepare meals from scratch more efficiently. This has already increased my confidence in the kitchen. 
3. I learnt that you don't need to use top brands and supermarket own brands are just as good, provided you use sauces and take a bit more time. 

What improvements could be made to create a better learning environment?
1. The sessions were well organised. Even when the electricity tripped, Helen managed the situation professionally. I would love to see more courses like this offered in the future, as I am very keen to continue learning. 
2. For the main part of my course, we had some issues with the electric supply, which made things a bit difficult and didn’t give us quite as much time. However, Helen got over it and was not even flustered. I truly hope more funding is secured for future courses, as I would absolutely sign up again. 

South Glos grants team said there is a lot more money to fund more courses. I believe this really adds value to individuals’ and families’ lives. However, there would be some key changes to make sure it was time efficient for us. I spent many hours/days recruiting people for the course. I think this should be Fedline’s role as we are funding them to work. The Jubilee Centre is the only facility that is suitable for the course.
	
8.3.5 	Community exercise classes on Jubilee Green Leisure Equipment

Mark Parry is very keen to start a regular fitness class once a week in the evening for beginners and regular exercisers to learn and use the equipment. He said, with his experience, there isn’t going to be the uptake and value in just offering short courses. The labour and energy to gather a handful of people each time isn’t worth the time. However, if he could build a regular group of 12–15 people, community and real change can be made to these people. The cost would be £50 per week and would only occur during the warmer months (Spring/Summer).

In the meantime, Mark and I filmed some demonstrations. For those of you who are interested in using the outside gym equipment and don’t know where to start, Mark Parry has given demonstrations on how to safely use the equipment for beginners all the way to regular exercisers. I am still in the process of fully launching this on the website and organising QR codes next to the equipment to get access to these.

This will be added to the May Finance committee agenda for further discussion/decision.

Ivy was thanked for her reports and best wishes were passed on for her future career.

6	To deal with Grant Funding Applications

6.1	Service Level Agreements (SLA) 

6.1.1	Four Towns & Vale Link Community Transport
	
The organisation has submitted the following report.

On behalf of our charity may I ask you to kindly consider your future support for funding. 

We have been using our current funds to meet all the increased operational running costs in support of the various activities undertaken by our members. The situation in the Middle East is having an almost daily effect on the pump prices of fuel used by our vehicles.  We need to upgrade our vehicle fleet (currently 1 electric vehicle) as there continues to be development in the range of electric vehicles on offer. This will then assist us to manage our carbon footprint. However, these vehicles tend to be considerably more expensive at an entry level of £65K+ when compared to current range of diesel vehicles in the marketplace. 

We have now managed to complete a move of our vehicles to Horizon 38 at Patchway and absorbed significant development and legal costs. It is possible a modular building (with appropriate planning permission) will be sought on the land. To achieve this, indicative funding of around £100K will be required for this purpose. 

More recently, we have seen a reduction in grant funding from WECA and this appears to be year on year. 

Taking into account all the above, community support has become more important than ever as requests for our services for medical trips alone continue to reach new levels of demand.  

Any support you may be able to give us, would be greatly appreciated in support of our efforts on behalf of the community.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
Following discussion, Councillor Natalie Field proposed awarding Four Towns & Vale Link Community Transport a Service Level Agreement of £2,450 for the 2026/27 financial year towards running costs, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously.  

6.2	Community Development Grant Aid (CDGA)

6.2.1	CDGA36 – Bradley Stoke Radio (BSR)

The group has submitted the following update.

Spring 2026 has been a vibrant and productive season at Bradley Stoke Radio, marked by new talent, strong community partnerships, and continued support for local arts, sports, and events.

Growing Our Team
We began the year with a refreshed recruitment and training programme and are delighted to welcome Jim to the presenting team. Jim has completed his on‑air training and has already delivered several live programmes,  Sidelines and Soundwaves. His Monday evening show (6–7pm) showcases his infectious passion and knowledge of sport, which has been warmly received by listeners.

Championing Local Arts & Culture
Our commitment to promoting local performing arts remains strong.
· We supported the ‘Roots of Jazz’ live event at Bradley Stoke Evangelical Church through on‑air promotion and advertising. The evening was a sell‑out success and a fantastic celebration of live music.
· The Whitfield Players featured on air with interviews about their production of Treasure Island, highlighting not only the cast but the essential backstage volunteers who bring performances to life.
· St Stephen’s Drama Group joined us ahead of their January production of Sinbad the Sailor, and Thornbury Musical Theatre Group shared insights into their show Snow White. 
· A special thanks goes to Alice, whose programme continues to go the extra mile in covering everything from the Bristol Hippodrome and Old Vic to local amateur dramatics. Her dedication ensures performing arts remain front and centre in our community coverage.

Community Events & Local Voices
Across our live programmes and social media channels, we have highlighted a wide range of community activities, including:
· International Women’s Day at the Spitfire Hangar
· Community Orchard volunteer work days
· Easter egg trails at the Brightwell Centre and the community egg hunt at Jubilee Field, organised by City Church
· The Hallelujah Chorus event at Bristol Beacon, featuring local residents in the choir
· Performances and updates from the Brightwell/Bristol Aphasia Choir

We were also pleased to welcome UWE Law students to the station this spring. Through a series of accessible on‑air discussions, they helped listeners build a clearer understanding of everyday legal issues, from consumer rights to navigating common legal processes. Their contributions not only informed our audience but also demonstrated how young professionals can use their developing expertise to support and empower the local community. We have also continued our partnership with SGS College’s Sports Journalism Programme, offering development opportunities with Geoff Twentyman, Jon Lock, and our new junior sports reporter, Jonty, who is already out and about capturing local stories.

A Snapshot of Spring
If spring at Bradley Stoke Radio could be summed up in four words, they would be: Sports, Singing, Music, and Chocolate. All have been joyfully represented across our airwaves and platforms, reflecting the energy and diversity of our community.

	CDG 16/3/2026 £4000
	Outgoing description
	Amount
	Remainder

	
	Virgin media
	£58.80
	£3941.20

	
	BSTC (Electricity) 
	£320.72
	£3620.48

	
	PPL
	£926.22
	£2694.26  13/4/26




6.3	Grant Aid (GA)

6.3.1	GA520 – Little Stoke & District Ladies Club

The representative from the group were invited to address the meeting and presented the following report.

Little Stoke & District Ladies Club would like to apply for £500 grant aid towards the running of the club. Hall hire is increasing by £198 this year. Speakers are increasingly more expensive. We like to have a subsidised Christmas meal out and are planning a few trips out. The Ladies Club has been meeting for 63 years. We are a group of ladies 60-93 years who only meet friends twice a month. Many live alone and enjoy the social, health and wellbeing, these evenings, informative speakers and a few trips out.

Following discussion Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal proposed awarding Little Stoke & District Ladies Club £500 grant aid towards running costs, seconded by Councillor James Nelson. A vote was taken 4 in favour, 2 abstentions, proposal carried.


6.3.2	GA521 – Girlguiding Bristol & South Gloucestershire International

A representative from the organisation was invited to address the meeting and presented the following report.

Girlguiding Bristol and South Gloucestershire (BSG) is seeking funding to support the continued growth and delivery of our International Opportunities (INTOPS) programme - a transformative initiative that enables girls and young women aged 13–17 to build confidence, independence, and global awareness through international travel, cultural exchange, and leadership development. INTOPS provides a structured pathway for girls to take part in meaningful international experiences. Each year, members from across BSG sign up for a county‑wide selection event, where they participate in team‑building challenges, leadership exercises, problem‑solving tasks, and outdoor activities. These activities not only help identify girls’ strengths but also support their personal development, preparing them for the responsibilities of representing their community abroad.

Interest in the programme has grown rapidly since it was relaunched in 2024. What began with 10 participants has now expanded to 66 young people taking part in our most recent selection weekend, reflecting a remarkable rise in enthusiasm for global adventure and learning. Correspondingly, the number of successful participants has increased from 5 in 2024 to 32 selected for trips taking place in 2026 and 2027. The upcoming opportunities include travel to Ireland in October 2026 and Iceland in July 2027, providing girls with experiences focused on outdoor adventure, teamwork, international friendship, and cultural understanding.

However, with this growth comes financial pressure. International opportunities are life‑changing, but they are also costly, with per‑participant fees ranging from £930 to £2,700. We are committed to ensuring that no girl is excluded due to financial hardship, and grants such as this are essential in helping us keep the programme accessible, equitable, and open to all. Demand continues to rise, and we already have plans underway for additional trips in October 2027 and Summer 2028. By investing in INTOPS, funders will be supporting a proven and expanding programme that empowers young women, develops future leaders, and strengthens our local community through global experiences. This grant will help ensure that every girl with the passion and potential to represent BSG internationally can take part, regardless of family circumstances, allowing the programme to continue to grow and thrive in the years ahead.

For 2026 selection, we had 14 from Bradley Stoke. 6 were successful in securing trips 
For 2026 selection, we had 52 non-Bradley Stoke residents. 26 were successful in securing trips. These were from across the Bristol & South Gloucestershire. 

Note: This number varies from year to year, and the figures here reflect only our 2026 intake. Our hope is that, with increased funding, we will be able to open opportunities to even more girls across Bradley Stoke and South Gloucestershire. Greater financial support would make both the selection weekends and the trips themselves more accessible, so that cost is never a barrier to taking part.

This year’s Selection Weekend was an incredible experience in its own right. We were joined by the Navy for a full skills day, giving the girls the chance to learn and try things they may never have encountered at school or in their everyday lives. It was a fantastic example of how, with the right support, we can open doors to new experiences for every girl - no matter their background or circumstances. We plan to continue this partnership in years to come as it was enjoyed by everyone who attended! 

The INTOPS programme provides far‑reaching benefits to the Bradley Stoke community by supporting young people to grow into confident, resilient, community‑minded citizens. International guiding experiences have a transformational effect something that is especially important in the aftermath of the COVID‑19 pandemic, when many young people faced increased isolation, anxiety, and missed opportunities for personal development. By taking part in INTOPS, girls from Bradley Stoke gain valuable life skills that they bring back into our local community. Through international travel, cultural exchange and shared adventure, they learn to manage themselves independently, step outside their comfort zones, and take on new challenges with confidence. These trips are designed to be girl‑led, meaning participants take responsibility for planning, problem‑solving, and working as a team. This hands‑on leadership experience helps them develop strong communication, critical thinking, and decision‑making skills - all of which positively contribute to their roles in school, at home, and in local organisations.

Participants also build friendships across the county and with peers from around the world, strengthening their sense of belonging and broadening their understanding of different cultures. Upon returning home, we consistently see girls become more self‑assured and more motivated to give back. Many go on to volunteer in local units as Young Leaders and adult volunteers, support community events, and become role models for younger girls. This creates a cycle of empowerment, where each generation inspires the next within the Bradley Stoke community.

In addition to supporting girls, this project also benefits the wider community by making it possible for volunteer leaders to continue delivering safe, inclusive, and high‑quality international experiences. Leaders give their time freely, complete specialised training, and take annual leave to support these trips, yet currently must pay the same full cost as participants. This is a significant financial barrier, and without leaders, the trips simply cannot run. Ensuring leaders are supported means Bradley Stoke will continue to have experienced, dedicated volunteers who contribute not just to INTOPS, but to weekly unit meetings, events, and other youth opportunities in the town.

Support from the Town Council would directly benefit local families by removing financial barriers that often prevent young people from accessing life‑changing experiences. By contributing to the cost of participation and leadership support, the Council would enable more girls from Bradley Stoke to take part, ensuring that all young people, regardless of family circumstances, can access opportunities that build their confidence, broaden their horizons, and shape their futures. Ultimately, investing in INTOPS strengthens the Bradley Stoke community by helping young people develop into capable, compassionate, globally aware citizens. These girls return empowered, engaged, and eager to contribute - bringing their new skills, confidence, and sense of community back home. Through your support, you would be helping to build the next generation of leaders, volunteers, and positive role models within Bradley Stoke.

Current projects are live for Summer 2026, October 2026 and Summer 2027 but we will also have more coming for October 2027, Summer 2028 and beyond. 

The Bradley Stoke grant will be used to reduce the financial barriers that prevent local girls and volunteer leaders from taking part in our International Opportunities (INTOPS) programme. Specifically, funding will help cover a portion of participation costs for Bradley Stoke girls selected for upcoming international trips, and will also support essential leader places so that these trips can run safely and inclusively.

Your contribution would directly support:
· Subsidising the cost of international trips for Bradley Stoke participants, ensuring that no girl is excluded due to family financial circumstances.
· Supporting volunteer leaders, who are required to attend, complete specialist training, take annual leave, and deliver safe, high‑quality experiences—but currently must pay the same full cost as participants.
· Sustaining the growth of the INTOPS programme, so that more young people from Bradley Stoke can benefit from life‑changing experiences in 2026, 2027, and beyond.

In summary, the grant will be spent on making international guiding opportunities accessible, affordable, and sustainable for young people and leaders from Bradley Stoke.

Following discussion Councillor Jon Williams proposed awarding Girlguiding Bristol & South Gloucestershire International £500 grant aid towards overseas trips, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously.


6.3.3	GA522 – Bradley Stoke Youth Football Club

The representative from the group was invited to address the meeting and presented the following report.

The grant is for assisting BSYFC with the annual Football Festival. This is all part of the Bradley Stoke Town Annual Festival held at the Jubilee Centre. The grant is for replacement of the well-used gazebo which is used at the Festival and for the Skateboarding events for the Youth Projects. We have a massive rip in the current one so need to replace with a sturdy gazebo.

The festival will be the first time the young children (Reception/Year 1) have played on a proper pitch in a friendly match. The main idea is to get children active in a sport and interested in playing football. It highlights BSYFC and what we offer to the local community. BSYFC in partnership with Bradley Stoke Town Council have been running the football festival for the last 20 years. 

Funding will be for the gazebo.  The other cost of running the football festival. For example, referee costs, match footballs, bottled water and fruit for all children and helpers throughout the day will be covered by the club.
Following discussion Councillor Natalie Field proposed awarding Bradley Stoke Youth Football Club £350 grant aid towards the purchase of a gazebo for the football event at the 2026 Community Festival, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously.


6.4	Larger Grant Aid

	None


6.5	Ex-gratia Payments

None


7 	Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2026
	
None


8	Matters within the scope of the Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee

8.1	Bradley Stoke in Bloom (BSIB) update by Steering Group 

No update submitted


8.2	Youth Work update

Angela Athay-Hunt, the new Youth Work Leader was introduced to the meeting and will be starting in her full-time role on 11th May 2026.

Initial plans for the future:
· Girls and Young Women’s Group will be rebranded and relaunched to attract a younger cohort
· Arts initiative to include designing a new logo for BSTC youth work
· Working with the local police beat team to develop and strengthen relationships
· Contact with local schools with a view to supporting young people transitioning from primary to secondary schools (including assemblies etc.)
· Contact UWE and City of Bristol College re. recruitment of new youth work staff
· Review of strategy and policies for youth sessions
· Sumer activities programme
· Invitation to councillors to attend youth work sessions


8.3	Update on BSTC Projects & Events

		8.3.1	International Women’s Day
			
			Discussed earlier on the agenda		

8.3.2	Community Orchard and Nature & Wellbeing Hub
				
Discussed earlier on the agenda		
	
8.3.3	Repair Café
		
			Discussed earlier on the agenda		

8.3.4	Mums Pamper sessions and Fedline Cooking Project (linked to Community Welcome Spaces)
			
Discussed earlier on the agenda		
8.3.5	Community exercise classes on Jubilee Green Leisure Equipment
			
Discussed earlier on the agenda		

	
[bookmark: _Hlk148446028]8.4	Allocation of funding for the provision of three Older Persons Afternoon Tea Parties in 2026/27 

Bradley Stoke Town Council held three very successful Older Person’s Afternoon Tea Party during 2025/2026 (19th September and 12th December 2025 and 27th March 2026). 
At each event, the Town Council catered for 80 attendees and all events quickly ‘sold out’ with a waiting list for any returned tickets.

We would like to organise three more events for 2026/27: (10th July 2026, 11th December 2026 and 19th March 2027).

Budget
As we have now purchased our own vintage crockery, the only significant costs involved are the catering costs. The catering cost for the March 2026 event was £698.70 + VAT

Officers would like to request that £3,000 is earmarked from the Community Development Grant Aid budget (N/C5074) towards three afternoon tea parties for 2026/27. We are also going to look into sponsorship for these tea parties.  

Following discussion, Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal proposed that £3,000 is earmarked from the Community Development Grant Aid budget (N/C5074) towards three afternoon tea parties for 2026/27, seconded by Councillor John Bradbury, carried unanimously.


9	To agree the date and time of the next meeting
	
Monday 22nd June 2026 at 7.00pm 
The meeting closed at 8:15pm
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