

BSTC – Finance Committee – 27 May 2026
    	
BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

Finance Committee

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance Committee of Bradley Stoke Town Council held at the Jubilee Centre, Savages Wood Road, Bradley Stoke on Wednesday 27th May 2026 at 6.30pm.

PRESENT: Councillors:	Dave Addison
Sue Bandcroft
John Bradbury
Terri Cullen
Natalie Field
James Nelson
Ben Randles
Kulwinder Singh Sappal
Jon Williams (Chair)

Officers:	Phil Francis-Barber – Facilities & Operations Manager/Deputy Town Clerk 
            			

1	Election of Chair of Finance Committee for 2026/27

Councillor John Bradbury proposed that Councillor Jon William undertake the role of Chair of Finance Committee for 2026/27, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. Councillor Jon Williams then assumed the chair.	
	    

Councillor Dave Addison arrived at this point in the meeting.


2	Submissions from the Public

2.1	Councillor John Bradbury gave an update on the South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) Special Expenses policy consultation. There is currently insufficient detail to make an informed decision. It was suggested that a working group could be formed to look into financial impact of areas being passed down to Town Council by SGC – add to June Full Council agenda.  


3	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Rachel Pullen, RFO/Finance Manager

			
4	Declarations by Members

None  


5	Announcements by the Chair

The Chair of committee thanked everyone for electing him to the role of Chair of the committee for this year.  


6	To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd April 2026 as a correct record

Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 22nd April 2026 were proposed for acceptance by Councillor Natalie Field, seconded by Councillor Dave Addison. A vote was taken, 5 in favour, 4 abstentions, proposal carried. The minutes were then signed by the Chair as a correct record.
		
	
7 	Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd April 2026

None


8	Matters within scope of Finance Committee

[bookmark: _Hlk230079983]8.1	Funding for free community exercise sessions on Leisure Equipment on Jubilee Green
[bookmark: _Hlk230081528]	
Extract from Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee Meeting – 20th April 2026
Mark Parry is very keen to start a regular fitness class once a week in the evening for beginners and regular exercisers to learn and use the equipment. He said, with his experience, there isn’t going to be the uptake and value in just offering short courses. The labour and energy to gather a handful of people each time isn’t worth the time. However, if he could build a regular group of 12–15 people, community and real change can be made to these people. The cost would be £50 per week and would only occur during the warmer months (Spring/Summer).

In the meantime, Mark and I filmed some demonstrations. For those of you who are interested in using the outside gym equipment and don’t know where to start, Mark Parry has given demonstrations on how to safely use the equipment for beginners all the way to regular exercisers. I am still in the process of fully launching this on the website and organising QR codes next to the equipment to get access to these.

This will be added to the May Finance committee agenda for further discussion/decision.

Budget
There is Section 106 funding available - £11,540.45 revenue funding for Fitness equipment (N/C 3001/3070/9038) which can be allocated for training courses for the local community to learn and use the leisure equipment on Jubilee Green. Some of this budget was spent on taster sessions for the local community but there is significant funding left within this budget for the provision of a training course.

Recommendation
It is recommended that this is given the go-ahead with an initial 8-12 week course being established for 12-15 local residents which would cost in region of £400-600 in total which can be funded through Section 106 funding.  

Following discussion, Councillor Natalie Field proposed acceptance of the recommendation as detailed above, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously.


8.2	Quotes for installation of seating inside youth work containers at Skatepark
	
	Purpose
This report sets out proposals to install fixed bench seating into the walls of the skate park containers in order to improve the usability, flow and overall functionality of the youth space at the skate park site. The proposal forms the first phase of a wider programme of improvement works within the skate park containers aimed at enhancing youth provision, improving accessibility and creating a more welcoming and engaging environment for young people accessing Bradley Stoke Town Council youth services.

Background
The current layout of the skate park containers includes a number of free-standing picnic benches positioned internally within the space. Whilst functional, these benches reduce the usable floor area within the containers and restrict movement during youth sessions and activities.
Feedback from staff and observations during use of the containers has identified that the existing arrangement limits the flexibility of the space and creates congestion during busier periods. The current layout also restricts the ability to deliver a wider range of youth engagement activities.

To address this, it is proposed that bespoke fixed bench seating is constructed around the perimeter walls of the containers. This will maximise the central open space and create a more flexible environment for activities, social interaction and youth engagement.
The existing picnic benches would then be relocated externally and securely bolted down outside the containers for continued use.

Proposal
The proposal consists of:
· Removal of the existing internal picnic benches. 
· Construction and installation of fixed perimeter bench seating within the containers. 
· Incorporation of storage within the bench seating where practical. 
· Re-location of current picnic benches to the exterior of the containers. 
· Securing the external benches by bolting them down to improve safety and prevent movement or vandalism. 

The redesigned layout would:
· Create a significantly larger open central area. 
· Improve free flow movement throughout the containers. 
· Reduce congestion during youth sessions. 
· Allow greater flexibility for activities and engagement work. 
· Provide additional informal seating in a more welcoming arrangement. 
· Improve the overall appearance and professionalism of the youth space. 

This project is intended to support increased participation and engagement with young people by creating an environment that feels modern, safe, inclusive and purpose designed for youth provision.

Strategic Benefit
This proposal represents the first stage of several planned enhancement projects within the skate park container facilities.

The longer-term vision is to progressively improve the containers into a high-quality youth environment that supports:
· Youth outreach and engagement work. 
· Informal education and activity sessions. 
· Safe social spaces for young people. 
· Positive community interaction. 
· Increased utilisation of the skate park facilities. 

Creating welcoming and functional youth spaces is an important part of supporting positive outcomes for young people and strengthening community engagement within Bradley Stoke.

Quotations
Two quotations have been obtained for the proposed works.

Grant Smith Carpentry and Building
Grant Smith Carpentry and Building provided a quotation to supply and fit bespoke hardwood plywood bench seating with integrated storage and cushions at a total cost of £7,452.30. 
The quotation includes:
· Bespoke wall-mounted bench seating. 
· Hardwood plywood construction with clear finish. 
· Openable lids for integrated storage. 
· Cushioned seating in selected colours. 

Sword Dynamic Services
Sword Dynamic Services provided a quotation for internal bench seating works at a cost of £4,986.00 plus VAT. 
The quotation includes:
· Construction of fixed bench seating using timber framework and MDF boarding. 
· Multiple bench seating areas around the containers. 
· Integrated storage beneath seating. 
· Two lockable full-height storage lockers. 
· Fixed cushioned seating and wall backing. 

Financial Implications
It is proposed that funding for this project is allocated from:
· Nominal Code 5500 – Core Youth Funding 

The project directly supports the objectives of the Core Youth Funding budget by improving facilities used for youth engagement, activities and youth service provision.

Subject to Member approval and final contractor selection, the estimated expenditure will be between:
· £5,983.20 including VAT and £7,452.30 depending on the preferred quotation and specification selected.

Recommendation
Members are asked to:
1. Approve the proposal to install fixed perimeter bench seating within the skate park containers with Sword Dynamic Services. 
2. Approve the relocation and securing of the existing picnic benches externally by BSTC Staff. 
3. Approve expenditure from Nominal Code 5500 – Core Youth Funding. 
4. Delegate authority to proceed with the works and appoint the preferred contractor in accordance with Council procurement procedures to the Deputy Clerk & Youth Work – Team Leader.

Following discussion, Councillor Ben Randles proposed acceptance of the recommendation (as detailed above) with acceptance of the quote from Sword Dynamic Services, seconded by Councillor Sue Bandcroft, carried unanimously. 


8.3	Quotes for groundworks for containers installation at Brook Way Activity Centre
	
	Background
The Council is proposing to install steel containers at the rear of Brook Way Activity Centre for operational and storage purposes. In preparation for the installation, groundworks are required to construct a suitable concrete base.

Three local contractors were approached and invited to provide quotations for the required works with only one quotation received. 

Current Budget Structure
	Budget Item
	Budget Allocation
	Notes

	Container move
	£500
	Actual cost £300

	Flooring
	£5,000
	

	New containers
	£12,000
	Actual cost £12,835

	Electrics
	£1,200
	Costs still to be incurred

	Alarms
	£3,000
	Costs still to be incurred



Project Budget
There is currently £11,078.84 remaining in reserves allocated to this project under Nominal Codes 3014/9036.

Quotation Received

S.J.P Paving
Scope of works includes:
· Excavation of grassed area approximately 25m² to a depth of 12 inches 
· Supply, levelling and compaction of approximately 6 inches of Type 1 stone 
· Installation of timber shuttering 
· Supply, levelling and screeding of concrete base 
· Removal of shuttering upon completion 
· Disposal of waste materials 
· Leaving site clean and tidy 

Cost Breakdown
	Item
	Cost

	Concrete including delivery
	£775

	Type 1 stone
	£215

	Wooden shuttering and fixings
	£60

	Waste disposal
	£315

	Labour
	£1,550

	Sub Total
	£2,915

	VAT @ 20%
	£583

	Total
	£3,498



Budget Position
The proposed groundworks expenditure of £3,498 including VAT can be met from the remaining project reserves.

Known variances to date include:
· Container move budget underspend of approximately £200. 
· New container expenditure exceeding budget by approximately £835. 

Following approval of the groundworks quotation, sufficient reserves would remain available within the project budget. However, Members should note that additional expenditure is still expected in relation to the electricity supply and alarm installation works.

Financial Implications
The total cost of the proposed groundworks is £3,498 including VAT and would be funded from reserves allocated to the project under Nominal Codes 3014/9036.

Recommendation
Members are requested to note that quotations were sought from three local companies, with only one quotation received, to consider the quotation submitted by S.J.P Paving in the sum of £3,498 including VAT, to note the current reserve balance available for the project, and to determine whether to approve the expenditure and instruct the works to proceed.

Following discussion, Councillor Natalie Field proposed acceptance of the recommendation (as detailed above) with acceptance of the quote from S J Paving, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. 


8.5	Quotes for renewal of BSTC All Sites Insurance  
[bookmark: _Hlk230088420]
	Background
Bradley Stoke Town Council is responsible for a significant and diverse range of public assets, services and operational activities across the town including:
•	community buildings and offices, 
•	leisure and recreation facilities, 
•	parks and open spaces, 
•	play areas and skate park, 
•	public events, 
•	youth provision activities, 
•	sports facilities, 
•	street furniture, 
•	fleet vehicles, 
•	CCTV infrastructure, 
•	and the employment of staff and engagement of volunteers. 

As a public authority, the Council has a statutory and fiduciary duty to protect public assets, manage financial risk appropriately and ensure that adequate arrangements are in place to protect the Council against insurable liabilities and operational losses. In practice, comprehensive insurance arrangements are an essential component of prudent financial management and corporate governance for local councils due to the scale of public liability, employer liability, asset protection and operational risk exposure involved in delivering council services.

The Council currently maintains insurance arrangements covering:
•	buildings and contents, 
•	public liability, 
•	employer liability, 
•	motor fleet, 
•	business interruption, 
•	fidelity guarantee, 
•	legal expenses, 
•	personal accident, 
•	and specialist leisure and recreational assets. 

The current insurance premium for 2025/26 is £14,602.66. However, this did not include a number of additional assets and leisure equipment added during the year. In addition, the Council has experienced fleet-related claims during the current policy period and wider insurance market conditions have resulted in substantial premium increases across local authority and commercial insurance sectors.

The Council has also expanded operational activity involving youth provision and safeguarding responsibilities. This has resulted in insurers seeking additional assurance around safeguarding policies, staff conduct procedures, DBS compliance, training arrangements and record retention processes as part of the underwriting process.

Quotations were sought from:
•	Zurich Municipal (current insurer), 
•	Gallaghers, 
•	James Hallam Council Guard. 

Officers have undertaken a review of the quotations received, the scope and suitability of cover provided, policy conditions, risk exposure, claims history and long-term financial implications.

Purpose of Report
The purpose of this report is:
•	to present the insurance renewal quotations received for the 2026/27 insurance period; 
•	to provide Council with a comparative assessment of the available options; 
•	to outline the financial and operational implications of each proposal; 
•	to ensure the Council maintains appropriate and proportionate insurance arrangements in support of its statutory functions and risk management responsibilities; 
•	and to seek approval to enter into a three-year Long Term Agreement with Zurich Municipal. 

The report also provides context regarding:
•	increased insurance market pressures, 
•	safeguarding and youth provision requirements, 
•	recent claims experience, 
•	and the inclusion of additional Council assets not previously insured within earlier policy years.

Officers consider that maintaining robust insurance arrangements is fundamental to the Council’s corporate governance framework, financial resilience and ability to continue delivering services safely and effectively for residents of Bradley Stoke.

Quotations Received
Zurich Municipal (Current Insurer)
Original Quotation
•	1 Year: £20,217.76 
•	3 Year LTA: £18,484.23 
Revised Negotiated Quotation
Following further negotiations, Zurich Municipal reduced its quotation to:
•	1 Year: £18,550.41 
•	3 Year LTA: £16,876.33 
(including IPT)

The Zurich quotation includes comprehensive cover across Council assets and liabilities including:
•	Buildings 
•	Business interruption 
•	Public liability 
•	Employers liability 
•	Motor fleet 
•	Fidelity guarantee 
•	Personal accident 
•	Legal expenses 
•	Street furniture 
•	Play areas and leisure equipment 
•	CCTV systems 
•	Defibrillators 
•	Sports equipment 
•	Mowers and machinery 
The Zurich policy schedule confirms insured assets across the Council estate including the Jubilee Centre, Brook Way Activity Centre, Bailey Court Activity Centre and Skate Park facilities. 

The schedule also confirms substantial cover for play area equipment, gym equipment, sports equipment and street furniture. 

Zurich additionally provides:
•	£12 million Public Liability cover, 
•	£10 million Employers Liability cover, 
•	comprehensive motor cover, 
•	business interruption cover, 
•	and fidelity guarantee protection. 

Gallaghers / Aviva
Gallaghers obtained terms from Aviva Insurance and separate motor cover from MS Amlin.
Quotation Summary
•	Aviva Commercial Combined: £ 13,675
•	Separate Fleet Cover: £2,96.89
•	Total: £15,771.89 

The quotation was subject to a number of safeguarding and operational conditions relating to the Council’s youth provision activities.

These included requirements for:
•	Anti-bullying policy required
•	Code of conduct for employees working with children
•	Add safeguarding policy and screening to be included in any future job adverts for roles working with children
•	Safeguarding training needs refreshing on an annual basis as a minimum
•	Records employment & engagement applications, references, identity verification, records of DBS or similar statutory disclosure checks need recording for all staff working with children
•	Records of Safeguarding Policy training must be retained
•	Records need to be retained for 30 years
•	Once this is in place, abuse cover can be added into the policy with the retroactive date being the date cover was added. Cover would be written back on a claim made basis with a £1m LOI.

RE events: “At present only small events such as your International Women’s day event would be included within this price now from Aviva. Out of the 2 larger events, the Community Festival event would be subject to an additional premium of £1,000 + IPT as long as all sub-contractors, stall holders, service providers and run organisers hold valid PL insurance with a LOI no lower than £5m. The Activities and Events Exceptions on the policy would still apply in respect of all other features other than the participant/spectator numbers. Our recommendation and plan would be that we would source you separate events policies for both the Community Festival and for the fireworks event using our in-house events specialist team. We believe that we could source both events internally for around £1,000 (subject to underwriting and market conditions) and also potentially to include cover for event cancellation as well for the events if needed.”

The insurer specifically required the Council to strengthen safeguarding documentation in order for abuse cover to apply under the Public Liability section.

Whilst officers consider these requirements manageable and largely reflective of existing practice, they introduce additional compliance obligations and administrative oversight requirements.

At the time of preparation of this report:
•	revised building valuations excluding VAT had not yet been confirmed, 
•	and updated documentation remained outstanding. 

Accordingly, officers were unable to fully validate the completeness of the Gallaghers proposal prior to agenda publication.

James Hallam Council Guard
James Hallam Council Guard provided a quotation based primarily on Aviva insurance products.
The quotation summary totalled:
•	£16,182.53 
including:
•	Commercial Combined, 
•	Fleet, 
•	Business Travel, 
•	Special Events cover, 
•	and associated fees. 

The proposal included:
•	a 3-year rate stability agreement, 
•	a maximum 5% escalator in years 2 and 3, 
•	and a detailed broking/risk management service offering. 

James Hallam’s submission emphasised:
•	local authority expertise, 
•	claims support, 
•	and risk management consultancy services. 

However, officers note that:
•	some quoted terms differed from other Aviva-based submissions, 
•	the submission contained multiple optional services and additional policy 
structures, 
•	and the proposal would require transition away from the current insurer. 

No final revised quotation from James Hallam was received prior to report completion.

Financial Considerations
Provider		Term		Premium
Zurich Municipal	1 Year		£18,550.41
Zurich Municipal	3 Year LTA	£16,876.33
Gallaghers / Aviva	Annual		£15,771.89
James Hallam		Annual		£16,182.53

The Zurich 3-Year LTA is approximately:
•	£2,273.67 higher than the current year premium, 
•	but includes: 
o	additional assets, 
o	expanded leisure equipment cover, 
o	inflationary pressures, 
o	and increased claims experience. 
Given current insurance market conditions, officers consider the increase reasonable and reflective of wider market trends. The revised Zurich quotation also represents a substantial reduction from the insurer’s original proposal, reducing the three-year option by approximately £1,608.

Risk Assessment
Insurance arrangements represent a critical corporate risk management function.
	
Key considerations in the officer assessment include:
Continuity and Stability
Remaining with Zurich avoids:
•	transition risks, 
•	potential gaps in cover interpretation, 
•	asset revaluation discrepancies, 
•	and administrative implementation delays. 

Specialist Local Authority Experience
Zurich Municipal remains one of the principal insurers specialising in:
•	Town and Parish Councils, 
•	local authority assets, 
•	leisure facilities, 
•	and public sector liability exposures. 

Claims Experience
The Council has experienced increased fleet claims during the current insurance period. Retaining an insurer already familiar with the Council’s claims history may reduce future disputes or underwriting complications.

Asset Coverage
The revised Zurich quotation explicitly incorporates:
•	leisure equipment, 
•	play equipment, 
•	CCTV infrastructure, 
•	street furniture, 
•	and other mid-year asset additions. 

Procurement Timing
At the point of report preparation:
•	no final revised quotation had been received from James Hallam, 
•	Gallaghers amendments remained outstanding, 
•	and time constraints ahead of renewal limited further comparative review. 

Safeguarding and Youth Provision
As part of the renewal exercise, insurers sought additional information relating to:
•	youth provision, 
•	safeguarding controls, 
•	abuse exposure, 
•	and staff conduct policies. 

Officers have reviewed insurer recommendations regarding:
•	codes of conduct, 
•	safeguarding record retention, 
•	anti-bullying procedures, 
•	and staff training. 

Whilst many of these practices are already in place operationally, additional policy refinement may be beneficial irrespective of insurer selection and will be reviewed separately through the Council’s safeguarding governance arrangements.

Officer Recommendation
Having reviewed the quotations received and taking account of:
•	cover suitability, 
•	continuity of service, 
•	specialist local council expertise, 
•	current claims experience, 
•	operational risk, 
•	and market conditions, 

Officers Recommendation that the Council:
-	Approves renewal of the Council’s insurance arrangements with Zurich Municipal. 
-	Approves entry into the 3-Year Long Term Agreement (LTA) at a premium of: 
o	£16,876.33 including IPT 
-	Delegates authority to the Town Clerk/RFO to finalise all renewal documentation and associated policy schedules. 
-	Notes that safeguarding and youth provision policies will continue to be reviewed and strengthened where necessary in line with insurer recommendations and best practice guidance.

	Following discussion, Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal proposed remaining with Zurich Municipal insurance company for a further three years as detailed in the recommendation above, seconded by Councillor Natalie Field, carried unanimously.


8.5	Financial information to be included within the Baileys Court Activity Centre Redevelopment Project – public consultation  

	Background
At the Full Council meeting held on 13 May 2026, councillors considered the ongoing development proposals for the Baileys Court Activity Centre Redevelopment Project, including the requirement to undertake public consultation regarding both the proposed redevelopment and the associated funding implications.

Councillors confirmed that additional information relating to the estimated costs of borrowing and potential loan repayment options should be included within the public consultation documentation. This is intended to ensure that:
•	Residents are fully informed of the financial implications associated with the project;
•	The Council is able to demonstrate meaningful public consultation regarding borrowing proposals; and
•	The consultation process satisfies the requirements necessary should the Council subsequently need to apply for borrowing approval through the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB).

The current estimated project cost remains approximately £1.6 million. Current assumptions estimate that approximately 60% of the project cost may potentially be secured through grants and external funding opportunities, subject to successful applications.

This would leave an estimated remaining balance of approximately £640,000 to be funded by the Council.

Existing Consultation Position
The current public consultation document includes reference to:
•	The estimated overall project cost;
•	Potential external funding opportunities;
•	A possible temporary increase in the Town Council precept; and
•	A question asking residents whether they support further development of the proposal.

However, the current consultation does not provide residents with sufficient detail regarding:
•	Alternative borrowing repayment periods;
•	The comparative impact on annual council tax increases;
•	The long-term interest implications of borrowing; or
•	Whether residents would prefer a one-off precept increase or spreading costs over a longer repayment period.

It is considered necessary that this additional information is included within the consultation to ensure residents can provide informed feedback on both the redevelopment proposals and the proposed financing arrangements.

Funding and Borrowing Options
The Council may need to consider borrowing through the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) to fund the remaining estimated £640,000 balance should sufficient grant funding not be secured.

The following indicative repayment options and estimated impacts have been modelled using current indicative PWLB interest rates and the existing tax base (additional financial information circulated prior to the meeting).

	
Loan Period
	Estimated Interest Rate
	Total Interest Payable
	Estimated Annual Increase for Band D Property

	5 Years
	5.52%
	£110,995
	£19.37 per year

	10 Years
	5.71%
	£210,054
	£12.06 per year

	20 Years
	6.19%
	£498,156
	£8.07 per year

	30 Years
	6.54%
	£850,104
	£7.05 per year

	40 Years
	6.54%
	£1,223,022
	£6.61 per year

	50 Years
	6.76%
	£1,598,166
	£6.35 per year



The modelling demonstrates that:
•	Shorter borrowing periods result in higher annual increases for residents but significantly lower total interest costs;
•	Longer borrowing periods reduce the annual impact on residents but substantially increase the total borrowing cost over the lifetime of the loan; and
•	There is a clear trade-off between affordability in the short term and overall value for money over the long term.

In addition to borrowing options, residents should also be asked whether they would prefer:
•	A larger temporary precept increase for one year only to fund the remaining balance; or
•	Smaller annual increases spread over a longer borrowing period.

Recommended Amendments to Consultation Survey
It is recommended that additional questions are inserted under Section 7 of the consultation document before existing Question 10.

The purpose of these additional questions is to:
•	Provide residents with clearer financial context;
•	Demonstrate transparency regarding potential borrowing;
•	Support evidence gathering for any future PWLB borrowing application; and
•	Assist councillors in determining the preferred funding strategy.

Proposed Additional Consultation Questions
Proposed Question 9A
If external funding is secured for approximately 60% of the project cost, which funding approach would you prefer for the remaining estimated £640,000 balance?
•	A one-off increase to the Town Council precept for one year only
•	Borrowing over 5 years
•	Borrowing over 10 years
•	Borrowing over 20 years
•	Borrowing over 30 years
•	Borrowing over 40 years
•	Borrowing over 50 years
•	No preference
•	Do not support the project proceeding

Proposed Question 9B
If borrowing were required to fund the remaining balance of the project, which repayment period would you consider the most acceptable?
•	5 years (higher annual increase, lower total interest)
•	10 years
•	20 years
•	30 years
•	40 years
•	50 years (lower annual increase, higher total interest)
•	None of the above

Proposed Question 9C
How important is it to you that the Council minimises the total interest paid over the lifetime of any borrowing?
•	Very important
•	Important
•	Neutral
•	Not very important
•	Not important at all

Officer Comments
The proposed additional consultation questions are considered necessary to ensure the consultation process is robust, transparent and capable of supporting future decision making.

Should the Council decide to proceed with a PWLB borrowing application at a later stage, evidence of public consultation regarding both the principle of borrowing and the financial implications for residents will be required.

The inclusion of detailed funding and borrowing information within the consultation document will therefore strengthen the Council’s ability to demonstrate:
•	Proper consideration of alternative funding approaches;
•	Meaningful engagement with residents;
•	Transparency regarding council tax implications; and
•	Evidence-based decision making.

The additional questions will also assist councillors in understanding:
•	Whether residents support a one-off precept increase or longer-term borrowing;
•	Which borrowing periods residents consider acceptable; and
•	The balance residents wish to see between minimising annual council tax increases and minimising long-term borrowing costs.

	Following discussion, Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal proposed the additions to the public consultation as detailed above, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk192831382]
9	To deal with the following Financial Matters

9.1	To receive Direct Debit Schedule

	BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

	DIRECT DEBITS PAID UP TO 11TH MAY 2026

	Tran No.
	Date
	A/C  Ref
	Inv Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount
	Payment Date

	99721
	01/05/2026
	TVLICENC
	2899941670
	JC-TV Licences-01/05/26-30/04/27
	180.00
	0.00
	180.00
	01/05/2026

	99462
	24/04/2026
	PIT001
	4100258721
	Franking Machine 1/4 lease + Maintenance
	57.60
	11.52
	69.12
	13/04/2026

	99499
	01/05/2026
	FUELG
	12875975
	WP22WPO-Transit Fuel April 2026
	74.93
	14.99
	89.92
	14/04/2026

	99940
	22/04/2026
	BRITGAS
	603931700
	JC Gas-15/03-14/04/26
	1348.29
	269.65
	1617.94
	07/05/2026

	99942
	22/04/2026
	BRITGAS
	603931700
	JC CR Gas-16/03-20/04/26
	256.89
	51.37
	308.26
	07/05/2026

	99956
	29/04/2026
	BRIGHTHR
	U003304144
	Bright Hr-April-2026
	137.70
	27.54
	165.24
	29/04/2026

	99399
	27/03/2026
	BRITGAS
	603931793
	BW Gas-22/02-21/03/2026
	548.01
	109.60
	657.61
	14/04/2026

	99400
	27/03/2026
	BRITGAS
	6033938133
	BC Electricity 26/02-25/03/2026
	599.17
	119.83
	719.00
	14/04/2026

	99060
	28/02/2026
	ADIMAGE1
	57746
	Printer Consumable Feb 2026
	548.79
	109.76
	658.55
	14/04/2026

	99530
	31/03/2026
	BRITGAS
	603938066
	JC - Electricity 01/03 - 31/3/26
	739.62
	147.92
	887.54
	20/04/2026

	99531
	31/03/2026
	BRITGAS
	603938134
	BW - Electricity 8/3/26 - 7/4/26
	394.78
	78.95
	473.73
	22/04/2026

	99425
	31/03/2026
	ADIMAGE1
	58265
	Printer Consumable Mar 2026
	287.90
	57.58
	345.48
	08/05/2026

	99300
	01/05/2026
	STGLO002
	62313704
	BC-Rates May 2026/27
	980.00
	0.00
	980.00
	05/05/2026

	99301
	01/05/2026
	STGLO002
	61972202
	BW-Rates May 2026/27
	361.00
	0.00
	361.00
	05/05/2026

	99302
	01/05/2026
	STGLO002
	61880400
	JC-Rates May 2026/27
	931.00
	0.00
	931.00
	05/05/2026

	99303
	01/05/2026
	STGLO002
	66987325
	Rates Office may 26/27
	1238.00
	0.00
	1238.00
	05/05/2026

	100193
	01/05/2026
	SAGE001
	INV22587655
	SAGE A/Cs + Payroll -May 2026
	420.90
	84.18
	505.08
	16/04/2026

	99494
	31/03/2026
	SUEZ001
	34023038
	BC-General Waste Collection April  26
	272.35
	54.47
	326.82
	30/04/2026

	99495
	31/03/2026
	SUEZ001
	34023038
	BW-General Waste Collection April  26
	650.58
	130.12
	780.70
	30/04/2026

	99496
	31/03/2026
	SUEZ001
	34023038
	JC-General Waste Collection April  2026
	207.07
	41.41
	248.48
	30/04/2026

	99196
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205859
	Office Full Fibre Broadband -April 2026
	52.00
	10.40
	62.40
	17/04/2026

	99197
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205859
	Office-4G-Router April 2026
	32.00
	6.40
	38.40
	17/04/2026

	99198
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205484
	Office -9 Soft Phone April-2026
	112.50
	22.50
	135.00
	17/04/2026

	99199
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205484
	JC-1x soft phone April 2026
	12.50
	2.50
	15.00
	17/04/2026

	99200
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205859
	BW-1x Soft Phone April-2026
	12.50
	2.50
	15.00
	17/04/2026

	99201
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205859
	BC-1 x Soft Phone April 2026
	12.50
	2.50
	15.00
	17/04/2026

	99202
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205859*
	JC-Full Fibre broadband April 2026
	39.50
	7.90
	47.40
	17/04/2026

	99203
	01/03/2026
	MAINST
	260400205859*
	BW-Full fibre Broadband April 2026
	34.50
	6.90
	41.40
	17/04/2026

	99444
	31/03/2026
	BRITGAS
	603931792
	BC Gas-01/03-28/03/2026
	922.72
	184.54
	1107.26
	17/04/2026

	 
	Totals:
	£11,465.30
	£1,555.03
	£13,020.33
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BARCLAYS SELECT CARD PAYMENTS  - DD PAID 05/05/2026

	Tran No.
	Date
	A/C  Ref
	Inv Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount
	Payment Date

	100219
	27/03/2026
	BARCSEL
	1SP
	Brook - Youth Work Training x1 (KD)
	35.00
	0.00
	35.00
	05/05/2026

	100220
	02/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1SP
	Heartsafe - Bleed Kit for Defib
	275.96
	55.19
	331.15
	05/05/2026

	100221
	15/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1SP
	BW - Safety Signs 4 Less - New Gate Sign
	7.66
	1.53
	9.19
	05/05/2026

	100222
	17/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1SP
	Indeed - Job Advertising
	509.17
	0.00
	509.17
	05/05/2026

	100223
	20/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1SP
	RBL - 2 x Wreaths for Remembrance Services
	47.50
	9.50
	57.00
	05/05/2026

	100224
	27/03/2026
	BARCSEL
	1GA
	Afternoon tea party - Serviettes
	6.88
	1.37
	8.25
	05/05/2026

	100225
	15/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1GA
	BC- Oven seal for bowls oven
	13.99
	0.00
	13.99
	05/05/2026

	100226
	14/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1GA
	All Sites-Tap descaling ball
	14.61
	2.94
	17.55
	05/05/2026

	100227
	23/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1GA
	Office -Staff Meeting refreshments
	11.94
	2.39
	14.33
	05/05/2026

	100228
	02/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1PF
	Indeed-Youth Worker Advertisement
	90.96
	0.00
	90.96
	05/05/2026

	100229
	08/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1PF
	Indeed-Site staff, P+ E Office + Youth Advertising
	510.09
	0.00
	510.09
	05/05/2026

	100230
	10/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1PF
	Skate park – Monthly SIM Router card charge
	13.33
	2.67
	16.00
	05/05/2026

	100231
	27/03/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	Tea Party- Milk
	3.30
	0.00
	3.30
	05/05/2026

	100232
	15/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	JC- 2 x Wood stain
	67.98
	13.60
	81.58
	05/05/2026

	100233
	15/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	BC-Tap connection
	4.72
	0.95
	5.67
	05/05/2026

	100234
	15/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	BW-4 Pack of batteries for 2 door stops
	7.49
	1.50
	8.99
	05/05/2026

	100235
	17/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	 JC- Hose set 1.5 m
	12.91
	2.58
	15.49
	05/05/2026

	100236
	17/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	Tools- Gloves
	4.99
	1.00
	5.99
	05/05/2026

	100237
	17/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	JC- Quick set cement
	9.99
	2.00
	11.99
	05/05/2026

	100238
	17/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	JC- 3 x Brick for replacements by new bridge
	1.25
	0.25
	1.50
	05/05/2026

	100239
	22/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	JC-Bridge Materials
	5.34
	1.07
	6.41
	05/05/2026

	100240
	22/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	BC- Drill bit
	4.22
	0.84
	5.06
	05/05/2026

	100241
	22/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	Skip Hire- Youth skatepark clearance
	356.00
	71.20
	427.20
	05/05/2026

	100242
	24/04/2026
	BARCSEL
	1WD
	Cable ties
	2.70
	0.54
	3.24
	05/05/2026

	 
	Totals:
	£2,017.98
	£171.12
	£2,189.10
	



Councillor Ben Randles proposed acceptance of the Direct Debit Schedule as detailed above, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously.  


9.2	To approve Bills for Payment   

	BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

	MONTHLY EXPENDITURE - 27th May 2026 - Finance 

	

	SALARIES
	Net Amount

	22/05/2026
	May Net Salaries Via Barclays.Net
	33,929.28

	 

	Suppliers

	 
	A1 Maintenance Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	23/04/2026
	1771
	BC- Replace Light with LED in Changing Room
	130.00
	26.00
	156.00

	27/04/2026
	1774
	BC - Install Isolation Valve & Drain Point (H&S)
	210.00
	42.00
	252.00

	01/05/2026
	1775
	JC - Building Maintenance - May 26
	403.58
	80.72
	484.30

	01/05/2026
	1775
	Office - Building Maintenance - May 26
	82.66
	16.53
	99.19

	01/05/2026
	1775
	BC - Building Maintenance - May 26
	724.92
	144.98
	869.90

	01/05/2026
	1775
	BW - Building Maintenance - May 26
	393.42
	78.68
	472.10

	01/05/2026
	1775
	JC CR - Building Maintenance - May 26
	340.33
	68.07
	408.40

	01/05/2026
	1775
	SP - Building Maintenance - May 26
	84.00
	16.80
	100.80

	01/05/2026
	1776
	BC - Replace Dryer in Bowlers Toilet
	230.00
	46.00
	276.00

	11/05/2026
	1777
	BC - Replace Socket in Main Kitchen
	90.00
	18.00
	108.00

	12/05/2026
	1778
	BW - Replace Room B  Emergency Light
	130.00
	26.00
	156.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	2818.91
	563.78
	3382.69

	 
	AMBIENCE LANDSCAPES LTD
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	30/04/2026
	25095
	Street Maintenance - April 26
	1395.00
	279.00
	1674.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	1395.00
	279.00
	1674.00

	 
	AVON SPORTSGROUND MAINTENANCE CO
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	01/04/2026
	SI-823594
	BC - Bowls Maintenance + Materials - March 26
	551.83
	110.37
	662.20

	30/04/2026
	SI-823648
	BC - Bowls Maintenance + Materials - April 26
	694.83
	138.97
	833.80

	 
	Account Totals:
	1246.66
	249.34
	1496.00

	 
	MR J BUDD
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	02/05/2026
	May 26
	BW- Window Clean - 2/5/26
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00

	02/05/2026
	May 26
	BC- Window Clean - 2/5/26
	60.00
	0.00
	60.00

	02/05/2026
	May 26
	Office - Window Clean - 2/5/26
	20.00
	0.00
	20.00

	02/05/2026
	May 26
	JC- Window Clean - 2/5/26
	65.00
	0.00
	65.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	195.00
	0.00
	195.00

	 
	CONCORD HOMECARE LIMITED
	

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	30/04/2026
	CINV-1073
	Office - Cleaning - April 26
	357.50
	71.50
	429.00

	30/04/2026
	CINV-1073
	JC - Cleaning - April 26
	858.00
	171.60
	1029.60

	30/04/2026
	CINV-1073
	BW - Cleaning - April 26
	715.00
	143.00
	858.00

	30/04/2026
	CINV-1073
	BC - Cleaning - April 26
	858.00
	171.60
	1029.60

	30/04/2026
	CINV-1073
	SP - Cleaning - April 26
	143.00
	28.60
	171.60

	30/04/2026
	CINV-1073
	JC CR - Building Maintenance - May 26
	357.50
	71.50
	429.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	3289.00
	657.80
	3946.80

	 
	Gary Woodland
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	28/04/2026
	INV201904487
	Youth Support - Tuesday Sessions - April 26
	269.27
	0.00
	269.27

	28/04/2026
	INV201904493
	Youth Support - Thursday Sessions - April 26
	430.81
	0.00
	430.81

	 
	Account Totals:
	700.08
	0.00
	700.08

	 
	INITIAL WASHROOM SOLUTIONS
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	16/05/2026
	35834168
	All sites Roller Towels 1/6/26 -31/8/26
	149.16
	29.82
	178.98

	 
	Account Totals:
	149.16
	29.82
	178.98

	 
	KN Office Supplies Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	30/04/2026
	59576
	Office - Stationery
	12.70
	2.54
	15.24

	08/05/2026
	60126
	Office - Stationery
	8.00
	1.60
	9.60

	08/05/2026
	60125
	JC - Replace Office Chair
	225.00
	45.00
	270.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	245.70
	49.14
	294.84

	 
	Magic Cleaning Solutions Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	15/04/2026
	I27112
	BC - Antibac Soap + Disinfectant
	36.42
	7.28
	43.70

	30/04/2026
	I27255
	BC - Toilet Roll, Antibac Soap + Hand Towels
	112.44
	22.49
	134.93

	05/05/2026
	I27282
	JC - Toilet Rolls
	35.44
	7.09
	42.53

	08/05/2026
	I27352
	BC - Glass Cleaner + Refuse Sacks
	42.12
	8.42
	50.54

	11/05/2026
	I27373
	JC - Glass Cleaner & Disinfectant
	18.79
	3.76
	22.55

	 
	Account Totals:
	245.21
	49.04
	294.25

	 
	MAINTAIN-A DRAIN
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	27/04/2026
	47955
	Office - Clear Blocked Toilet
	120.00
	24.00
	144.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	120.00
	24.00
	144.00

	 
	ONE OFF SUPPLIERS - BY INTERNET PAYMENT
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	01/05/2026
	Mayors Charity
	Diabetes UK - 25/26/Mayors Charity Donation
	2925.09
	0.00
	2925.09

	01/05/2026
	Mayors Charity
	Mamas Bristol - 25/26/Mayors Charity Donation
	2925.10
	0.00
	2925.10

	01/05/2026
	Mayors Charity
	The Brightwell - 25/26/Mayors Charity Donation
	2925.10
	0.00
	2925.10

	22/04/2026
	555414705
	Gallagher - Cyber Insurance Cover 1/6/26 - 31/5/27
	934.40
	0.00
	934.40

	22/04/2026
	BSTC564
	L Morrison - 25/26 IWD Volunteer
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00

	29/04/2026
	24080/11/381
	GCP Architects - BC Development - CGI Fees
	2250.00
	450.00
	2700.00

	02/05/2026
	5450
	Conflict Training Co - Staff Conflict Management Training
	895.00
	179.00
	1074.00

	29/04/2026
	1114
	Mint Living - JC Decorate Foyer, Meeting Rooms & Bar Area
	1986.00
	0.00
	1986.00

	29/04/2026
	1115
	Mint Living - JC Additional Decorating Costs
	271.58
	0.00
	271.58

	 
	Account Totals:
	2257.58
	1280.99
	2257.58

	 

	01/04/2026
	MON809146
	Eagle Plant - 26/27 Festival Hire Toilets x 10
	665.00
	133.00
	798.00

	08/05/2026
	447
	One Planet Matters - Wellbeing Garden Materials
	790.94
	0.00
	790.94

	30/04/2026
	6270
	Automotive Repair - Transit Van Tyres x 4
	454.00
	90.80
	544.80

	30/04/2026
	26.017.01
	RPA Quantity Surveyors - BC Development Project
	1350.00
	270.00
	1620.00

	 

	 
	PHS GROUP PLC
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	15/05/2026
	72177705
	BW -Temporary Fuel Surcharge for Sanitary Contract
	5.13
	1.03
	6.16

	15/05/2026
	72177706
	BC - Temporary Fuel Surcharge for Sanitary Contract
	5.13
	1.03
	6.16

	15/05/2026
	72177707
	JC - Temporary Fuel Surcharge for Sanitary Contract
	5.13
	1.03
	6.16

	 
	Account Totals:
	15.39
	3.09
	18.48

	 
	RE- ENERGIZE
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	28/04/2026
	3983
	2026 Community Festival Management - April 26
	1148.00
	0.00
	1148.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	1148.00
	0.00
	1148.00

	 
	Shield Fire & Security Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	24/04/2026
	12849
	JC CR - Replace Fire Panel
	333.37
	66.67
	400.04

	30/04/2026
	12878
	SP - Fire Extinguisher & Fire Blanket
	214.31
	42.86
	257.17

	 
	Account Totals:
	547.68
	109.53
	657.21

	 
	SIEMENS FINANCIAL SERVICES
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	05/05/2026
	001/26/8768300
	Office - Computer Lease 4/6 - 3/9/26
	1839.48
	367.90
	2207.38

	 
	Account Totals:
	1839.48
	367.90
	2207.38

	 
	SOLTECH IT LTD
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	28/04/2026
	34908
	IT Support - 23/6 - 22/7/26
	140.00
	28.00
	168.00

	28/04/2026
	34909
	Microsoft 365 Emails - May 26
	278.70
	55.74
	334.44

	28/04/2026
	34910
	Cyber Security Email Service - 30/6 - 29/7/26
	114.00
	22.80
	136.80

	28/04/2026
	34911
	Microsoft Cloud Back Up - 25/6 - 24/7/26
	73.50
	14.70
	88.20

	 
	Account Totals:
	606.20
	121.24
	727.44

	 
	SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	08/04/2026
	TVN00727953/ 0019059
	Refund of Warm Space Contractor Funding - Paid by SGC In Error
	60.00
	0.00
	60.00

	28/04/2026
	3900065034
	Office - Staff HR Support
	454.50
	90.90
	545.40

	05/05/2026
	6L131--PTC07
	Refund 25/26 CIL Funding Paid by SGC In Error
	259.49
	0.00
	259.49

	 
	Account Totals:
	773.99
	90.90
	864.89

	 
	BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET COUNCIL
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	21/05/2026
	May Salary
	May 26 - Pension
	8951.03
	0.00
	8951.03

	21/05/2026
	May Salary
	May 26 - Average Pensionable Pay Adjustment for SMP & Reduced Sick Pay
	560.75
	0.00
	560.75

	21/05/2026
	May Salary
	May 26 - Pension Deficit Refund
	-441.67
	0.00
	-441.67

	 
	Account Totals:
	9070.11
	0.00
	9070.11

	 
	HMRC Cumbernauld
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	21/05/2026
	May Salary
	May26 - Tax/NI
	9602.96
	0.00
	9602.96

	 
	Account Totals:
	9602.96
	0.00
	9602.96

	 
	Suppliers Report Totals:
	52430.74
	3717.38
	56148.12



Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal proposed acceptance of the monthly expenditures as detailed above, seconded by Councillor Natalie Field, carried unanimously.                         


9	Date and time of next meeting	

Wednesday 24th June 2026 at 6.30pm
 Meeting closed at 7:12pm
2
