13.3	Use of bus lanes in South Gloucestershire by Community First Responders in emergencies	

The following request has been received from Patchway Town Council

Patchway Town Council is seeking the support of Parish and Town Councils across South Gloucestershire regarding an important issue affecting Community First Responders (CFRs) attending emergency incidents within our communities.

At the April Full Council meeting, Patchway Town Council resolved to write to local councils to request support in raising concerns that Community First Responders are currently unable to use bus lanes when responding to Category 1 emergency callouts.  Members considered this matter to be of significant public interest given the vital role CFRs play in supporting the South West Ambulance Service and providing potentially life-saving assistance prior to the arrival of an ambulance crew.

Councillors noted the inconsistency that certain other vehicle types, including taxis and motorcycles, are permitted access to some bus lanes, whereas trained CFR volunteers responding to medical emergencies are not currently afforded the same consideration.

Community First Responders provide an invaluable service within our communities, often arriving first at incidents involving cardiac arrests, breathing difficulties, and other life-threatening emergencies where every minute can make a critical difference to patient outcomes. Their ability to reach patients quickly is therefore essential.

Patchway Town Council is asking Parish and Town Councils to consider passing a motion of support requesting that South Gloucestershire Council reviews the current position relating to bus lane access for Community First Responders responding to emergency callouts.

The Council also intends to approach District Councillors and request that the matter be considered at a future Cabinet meeting to allow further discussion on how this issue may be addressed collaboratively and safely.

We would be grateful for your Council’s support and would welcome confirmation should your Council be minded to support this initiative.

