13.2 Request from Jimmy Crole’s Funfair for use of Jubilee Green 

Extract from Finance Committee minutes 27th November 2024 

8.1 Request from Jimmy Crole’s Funfair for use of Jubilee Green
Background
The fair hire charge for 2024 was agreed by Finance on 22nd May 2024 item 8.1 as detailed below: 
[bookmark: _Hlk164236065]8.1 	Request from Jimmy Crole’s Funfair for use of Jubilee Green 
Jimmy Crole’s Funfair has requested permission to hold a funfair on the Jubilee Green later on this year. They have raised concerns that the 100% increase in charges last year was a significant increase on the previous year and they asked councillors to consider a reduction in the rent for 2024.   
Following discussion Councillor Dayley Lawrence proposed charging a total cost of £1,500, with usual previous conditions in place, plus no live prizes, including the condition that any repair or damage caused by the funfair are addressed by them separately, seconded by Councillor Jenny James, carried unanimously. 
Councillor Dayley Lawrence then proposed that the £1,500 charge is split 50/50, with half of the fees going to the Mayor’s Charity and the rest to the Town Council funds, seconded by Councillor Dave Addison, carried unanimously.

The original dates of hire when the fair was due to run were Thursday 3rd October 2024 - Sunday 6th October 2024 and involved larger rides suitable for teenagers and adults. Unfortunately, this event couldn’t proceed due to the weather affecting the condition of the Jubilee Green.

Request from Fair Provider to Retain the 2024 Fee for an Event in 2025.
As the fair organiser had already paid the approved £1500 charge for 2024, prior to the cancellation, he has requested whether council would consider retaining the funds for the fair to take place in 2025 instead but at the same price.

Council needs to agree to retain the current charge as it has already been paid and held within our accounts or set a new price for 2025 and refund the current payment.

Options of Type of Fair For 2025
There are 2 options for 2025 as detailed below: 
· Retain the existing fair that was due to take place in 2024 which is aimed at teenagers and adults as detailed above.

· To run a smaller fair consisting of children’s rides and inflatables – 4 young children’s rides & 4 inflatables (potentially a few more), a catering unit with sweets and candy floss vans. The targeted age is for up to 13 years old, operating with tokens - 2 per ride / 3 per inflatables – on the average of 12 tokens for £10, equivalent of £1.60-£2.50 per ride, which will be cheaper than the existing arrangement

General feedback from another similar event that took place at Little Stoke in 2024, has been very positive.

Proposed dates & times for 2025 
August would be a preferred time, dependant on school holidays/other commitments as Little Stoke & Patchway also want a fair in 2025. Timings would be11am-5pm (school holidays) over a period of 10-12 days for the younger children’s fair.

The fair for the older age group agreed in 2024 was due to run over a 4 day period, closing at 8pm-9pm each day and the same would apply for 2025 if Council chose this option.

Final dates to be agreed with the office pending council approval of the 2025 event and price.

Cllr Jon Williams proposed retaining the fee paid for the fair in 2024 for a fair in 2025, seconded by Cllr James Nelson, passed unanimously. 

Cllr Jon Williams proposed having the fair aimed at teenagers and adults to take place in August 2025, seconded by Cllr James Nelson, passed unanimously.

Update
The following request has been received from Jimmy Crole :

“Could I put an application in for the fun fair at Bradley Stoke. Opening for 4 days (Thursday to Sunday) setting up on the Monday. Dates to be confirmed.” 
