


Bradley Stoke Town Council – 17th June 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk201212773]BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

Full Council

Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Bradley Stoke Town Council held at the Jubilee Centre, Savages Wood Road, Bradley Stoke on 17th June 2026 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: Councillors:	Dave Addison
Tom Aditya
Sue Bandcroft
John Bradbury
Natalie Field  
Jenny James (Chair)
James Nelson
Ben Randles
Kulwinder Singh Sappal
Jon Williams

Officers:	Sharon Petela - Town Clerk
				Rachel Pullen – RFO/Finance Manager
Phil Francis-Barber - Deputy Town Clerk/Facilities & Operations Manager

Others:	Councillor Franklin Owusu-Antwi (South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) Bradley Stoke North ward)

At the start of the meeting, the Chair invited all those present to observe a minute’s silence in reflection on the recent sad passing of serving Town Councillor Anthony Griffiths and former Town Councillor Marion Ward.
  
1	Submissions from the Public and Councillors

1.1 Councillor Tom Aditya paid tribute to Councillor Anthony Griffiths at his sudden passing and observed how fickle life can be. The funeral is taking place on 30th June 2026 at 1.30pm at Westerleigh Crematorium. He also paid tribute to Marion Ward and commented that he introduced her husband Andy Ward to the Town Council many years ago.

1.2 Councillor Tom Aditya commented that many complaints are received regularly regarding the ongoing roadworks in Bradley Stoke and best efforts should be made to speed these works to a conclusion. The Town Clerk informed the meeting that there is a drop-in organised by SGC at the Leisure Centre on 30th June 2026 between 12 noon and 6pm to meet the Active Travel Team who will be providing updates on works.


2		Apologies for absence
	
Apologies were received from Councillors Roger Avenin, Frederic Contenot, Terri Cullen and Dayley Lawrence 


3	Applications for Dispensations by Councillors
	
            None 


4	Declarations of Interest

None

5	Announcements by the Chair

· Met with Deputy Mayor/Vice-chair of Council, Councillor Jon Wiliams and agreed to work collaboratively for the forthcoming year
· Met with Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk to talk about how we move forward, looking at expectations and support
· Met with new BSTC Projects & Events Officer to discuss programme of events for the forthcoming year
· Attended Bradley Stoke Community Festival. Thanks passed to all staff, councillors and event organisers for making the best of a difficult situation involving the adverse weather conditions on the Saturday. The outdoor youth football event went ahead, and both the Deputy Mayor and I presented the young people attending with their medals. BSTC youth work team moved their activities inside, and their offer was vibrant and well-attended. 
· Thanks passed to the youth work team for the skatepark event on the Sunday of the Festival which was brilliantly organised and great to see such fantastic talent competing.
· Thanks passed to Sole Sisters for their organisation of the 10K run on Sunday and thanks also to the sponsors, volunteers and uniformed organisations involved the supporting the event. Thanks passed to Councillors Natalie Field and Ben Randles who both completed the 10K run. The Mayor of Patchway, Councillor Roger Loveridge and his wife were also in attendance.
· Attended the recent community litter pick around the town and was able to thank Regional Supervisor for McDonalds for all their support.
· Attended the Annual Service of Remembrance at Woodlands Memorial Bristol. Good to meet Councillor Ray Perry (Mayor of Yate) and District Councillors Terri Cullen and Franklin Owusu-Antwi and Councillor Liz Brennan. The event was very moving.
· Attended the BSTC Watermark Town Initiative workshop meeting where we are monitoring progress and putting actions into place.


6	Minutes of Previous Meeting
            
Minutes of meeting held on 13th May 2026 were proposed for acceptance by Councillor Tom Aditya and seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. The minutes were then signed by the Chair as a correct record.


7	Matters arising from the Minutes of 13th May 2026

7.1 	Update on storage building at Brook Way Activity Centre 

	Awaiting date for groundworks to be carried out and then the purchased containers can be delivered. Also meeting with BSTC contractors regarding electric and alarms for the new containers.

7.2	Ongoing projects

[bookmark: _Hlk148022163]7.2.1	Redevelopment/refurbishment of Baileys Court Activity Centre

Public consultation is live – preliminary responses were circulated.

7.2.2	Improvements to Three Brooks Nature Reserve

	Ongoing – still awaiting sight of the SGC Management Plan

7.2.3	Residents Survey 

	Survey and poster designed and ready to be launched on 13th July 2026 with a closing date of 6th September 2026.
 7.2.4	Introduction of a Community Awards Scheme
	
			Ongoing

7.3	Provision of Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at Jubilee Centre
	
Significant Biodiversity Net Gain hurdles have had to be negotiated but conditional planning permission has now been granted. Awaiting plan from ECO360 which will then be sent to SGC planning department. It is hoped that the MUGA will be completed by late Autumn.
  
7.4	Registration of land purchased in Dewfalls Drive as a village/town green
[bookmark: _Hlk223601419]
	Progressing through solicitors. 

[bookmark: _Hlk232667937]7.5	Adoption of new NALC Model Standing Orders

	Draft Model Standing Orders circulated. 

	Following much discussion, Councillor Natalie Field proposed that a working group be established (BSTC officers and Councillors Tom Aditya, John Bradbury, James Nelson, Ben Randles and Jon Williams, with Councillor Natalie Field as reserve) to work through the Model Standing Orders and bring redesigned document back to Full Council on 8th July for final approval, seconded by Councillor Jon Williams, carried unanimously.

Working Group meeting on Thursday 25th June 2026 in Town Council office meeting room from 6-8pm.   

7.6	SGC Special Expenses Policy consultation and possible establishment of a working group

Documentation circulated. Much discussion took place on the need for an early conversation with SGC officers regarding potentially taking on assets, expectations, costings etc. Possibly teaming up with other local parish and town councils to ask specific questions.

Following discussion, Councillor Sue Bandcroft proposed that Bradley Stoke Town Council supports the Special Expenses Policy in principle but has significant concerns regarding its implementation from April 2027. It was considered that the policy should be introduced gradually over a number of years. Further clarification is required in relation to long-term liabilities, the legal implications of asset and service transfers, and the associated costings. In addition, adequate support from South Gloucestershire Council officers will be necessary to respond to queries, address inaccurate information, and resolve any anomalies arising during the implementation process. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Tom Aditya. A vote was taken, 8 in favour, 2 abstentions, proposal carried.

Councillor Tom Aditya proposed that, if the SGC Special Expenses Policy is adopted in July, a working group is established (BSTC Officers and Councillors Dave Addison, Sue Bandcroft, John Bradbury, Natalie Field, James Nelson and Ben Randles plus any other councillors not in attendance at this evening’s meeting) which will be tasked with working with SGC officers to identify a way forward with potentially taking over assets etc. The proposal was seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously. 


7.7	Appointment of councillors to;
	
7.7.1	Staffing Committee (1 councillor)
	
Following the recent passing of Councillor Anthony Griffiths, there is now a vacancy on the Staffing Committee.

Councillor Dayley Lawrence was proposed by Councillor Jon Williams, seconded by Councillor Natalie Field.

Councillor Tom Aditya was proposed by Councillor Tom Aditya, seconded by Councillor Ben Randles.

A vote was taken, six in favour of Councillor Dayley Lawrence and four in favour of Councillor Tom Aditya. Therefore, Councillor Dayley Lawrence is appointed to the Staffing Committee for 2026/27. 
	
7.7.2	Almondsbury Charity Trustee (1 representative)
	
	Deferred to next meeting

7.7.3	Bradley Stoke in Bloom 

Following the recent passing of Councillor Anthony Griffiths, there is now a vacancy for a councillor representative on Bradley Stoke in Bloom.

Councillor Natalie Field proposed that Councillor Sue Bandcroft be appointed, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously.

7.7.4	Emergency Air Operations Base Forum 

Following the recent passing of Councillor Anthony Griffiths, there is now a vacancy on this Forum. It was agreed that, as this Forum already has one representative from the Town Council (Councillor Jon Williams) there was no requirement to appoint an additional person.

7.7.5	Councillor Deputy Champion – Armed Forces 

Following the recent passing of Councillor Anthony Griffiths, there is now a vacancy for this role. It was agreed that as Councillor Terri Cullen is already carrying out the Councillor Champion role, there was no requirement at this moment in time to appoint an additional person.


8	To receive the Minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 15th June 2026, and to deal with matters referred to Council not covered elsewhere on the Agenda 

The Minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 15th June 2026 were received. 

9	To receive the Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 27th May 2026 and to deal with matters referred to Council not covered elsewhere on the Agenda

The Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 27th May 2026 were received. 

10	To receive the Minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee held on 27th May 2026 and to deal with matters referred to Council not covered elsewhere on the Agenda

The Minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on 27th May 2026 were received. 
11	Updates from South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) Ward Members relevant to Bradley Stoke, Bradley Stoke Town Council (BSTC) Press Spokesperson and BSTC Equalities, Climate & Nature and Armed Forces Councillor Champions and Deputy Champions

· Councillor Franklin Owusu-Antwi – Bradley Stoke Way temporary footpath closure (linked to Active Travel Scheme) has been extended to January 2027 + TPO granted  for trees on land at Dewfalls Drive + SGC Armed Forces Flag Raising + Armed Forces Day event on 20th June 2026 at Page Park.

Councillor Tom Aditya left at this point in the meeting

· Councillor Ben Randles – casework for residents + works on Stoke Brook bridge will be going ahead following the wildlife survey which SGC have carried out
· Councillor John Bradbury – SGC Local Plan process ongoing
· Councillor Dave Adddison – SGC Waste Collection issues are ongoing. Best advice is residents to report missed collections through the SGC app after 24 hours + A432 Badminton Road bridge due to reopen this weekend 
· Climate & Nature Champion – Watermark Town Initiative
· Armed Forces Champion – Armed Forces event in Page Park this Saturday  


[bookmark: _Hlk144465900]12	Financial Matters

12.1	Conflict of Interest Declaration with BDO LLP
   
Following discussion, Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal proposed that no Bradley Stoke Town Councillors have declared any interests in BDO LLP, seconded by Councillor Dave Addison, carried unanimously. 
  

12.2	2025/26 Annual Return

All relevant 2025/26 Annual Return and audit documentation has been circulated to councillors.

12.2.1	Approve the 2025/26 Annual Governance Statement in Section 1 – page 4

Following discussion, Councillor Jon Williams proposed that the Town Council confirms that it positively meets the requirements of all sections of the 2025/26 Annual Governance Statement (Section 1), seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. 
 
12.2.2	Approve the 2025/26 Accounting Statements in Section 2 – page 5

Councillor Jon Williams proposed that the Town Council confirms that it positively meets the requirements of all sections of the 2025/26 Accounting Statements (Section 2), seconded by Councillor Ben Randles, carried unanimously. 

12.2.3	Receive the 2025/26 Annual Internal Audit Report - page 3

		The 2025/26 Internal Audit Report was received. 

12.2.4	Adopt the Dates Set for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights 

In line with the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Audit Regulations 2015 the Council’s unaudited documentation must be made available to the public by publicising it on council notice boards and the website together with Notice of the Elector’s Rights

This must be publicised for a minimum of 30 working days and must in include the first 10 working days of July for the public inspection period.

The dates below confirm the those which will be applied, and notices will be placed on the website and noticeboards on or before Friday 27th June. 

	NAME OF SMALLER AUTHORITY:
	BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

	DATE INSPECTION PERIOD COMMENCED:
	25th June 2026

	DATE INSPECTION PERIOD ENDS:
	5th August 2026



Please note this information must be provided to the auditor. 

Councillor Jon Williams proposed adoption of the dates as detailed above, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, carried unanimously. 

12.3	Adoption of the 2025/26 Financial Statement 	

Following discussion, adoption of the 2025/26 Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously. 

12.4	To approve the following Reports required for Audit

		12.4.1	2025/26 Bank Reconciliation

Following discussion, Councillor James Nelson proposed acceptance of the 2025/26 Bank Reconciliation, seconded by Councillor Ben Randles, carried unanimously. 
 
		12.4.2	2025/26 Reconciliation Between Boxes 7 & 8 of the Annual Return

Following discussion, Councillor James Nelson proposed acceptance of the 2025/26 Reconciliation between Boxes 7 & 8 of the Annual Return, seconded by Councillor Sue Bandcroft, carried unanimously. 

12.4.3	2025/26 Explanation of Variances Between Figures in the Annual Report for the Current and Previous year.

Following discussion, Councillor Jon Williams proposed acceptance of the 2025/26 Explanation of Variances Between Figures in the Annual Report for the Current and Previous year, seconded by Councillor Natalie Field, carried unanimously. 

The Chair then thanked the RFO/Finance Manager, the finance team and all BSTC officers and staff for their hard work in the audit process. 


12.5	To approve Bills for payment

The following Bills were approved for payment (and include VAT where appropriate) by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously.

	BRADLEY STOKE TOWN COUNCIL

	MONTHLY EXPENDITURE - 17th June 2026 - Council

	

	URGENT SUPPLIER PAYMENTS ISSUED 4/6/26 - ONE OFF SUPPLIERS 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	04/06/2026
	BSTC641
	Flowers By Helen - Funeral Wreath for Ex Cllr Marion Ward
	45.00
	0.00
	45.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	45.00
	0.00
	45.00

	 

	SUPPLIER PAYMENTS

	 
	A1 Maintenance Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	01/06/2026
	1784
	JC - Building Maintenance - June 26
	417.35
	83.47
	500.82

	01/06/2026
	1784
	Office - Building Maintenance - June 26
	83.47
	16.69
	100.16

	01/06/2026
	1784
	BC - Building Maintenance - June 26
	746.67
	149.33
	896.00

	01/06/2026
	1784
	BW - Building Maintenance - June 26
	405.26
	81.05
	486.31

	01/06/2026
	1784
	JC CR - Building Maintenance - June 26
	350.58
	70.12
	420.70

	01/06/2026
	1784
	SP - Building Maintenance - June 26
	86.50
	17.30
	103.80

	04/06/2026
	1788
	Office - Repair Boiler
	450.00
	90.00
	540.00

	04/06/2026
	1789
	Office - Replace kitchen taps and hoses
	255.00
	51.00
	306.00

	04/06/2026
	1789
	JC - Repair Toilet
	280.00
	56.00
	336.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	3074.83
	614.96
	3689.79

	 
	ACORN HEALTH & SAFETY LTD
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	29/04/2026
	INV-052489
	Youth - Staff 1st Aid Training
	105.00
	21.00
	126.00

	14/05/2026
	INV-052569
	Youth - 1st Aid Training for Detached Work
	237.00
	47.40
	284.40

	14/05/2026
	INV-052573
	New Staff - Manual Handling
	70.00
	14.00
	84.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	412.00
	82.40
	494.40

	 
	AMBIENCE LANDSCAPES LTD
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	31/05/2026
	25272
	Street Maintenance - May 26
	1395.00
	279.00
	1674.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	1395.00
	279.00
	1674.00

	 
	AVON SPORTSGROUND MAINTENANCE CO
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	31/05/2026
	SI- 823693
	BC - Bowls Maintenance + Materials - May 26
	601.83
	120.37
	722.20

	 
	Account Totals:
	601.83
	120.37
	722.20

	 
	CONCORD HOMECARE LIMITED
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	31/05/2026
	CINV-1096
	Office - Cleaning - May 26
	357.50
	71.50
	429.00

	31/05/2026
	CINV-1096
	JC - Cleaning - May 26
	858.00
	171.60
	1029.60

	31/05/2026
	CINV-1096
	BW - Cleaning - May 26
	715.00
	143.00
	858.00

	31/05/2026
	CINV-1096
	BC - Cleaning - May 26
	858.00
	171.60
	1029.60

	31/05/2026
	CINV-1096
	SP - Cleaning - May 26
	143.00
	28.60
	171.60

	31/05/2026
	CINV-1096
	JC CR - Cleaning - May 26
	357.50
	71.50
	429.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	3289.00
	657.80
	3946.80

	 
	Bradley Stoke & Almondsbury Cricket Club
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	21/05/2026
	BC2026-04
	BC - Cricket Wicket Maintenance - April 26
	1083.33
	0.00
	1083.33

	08/06/2026
	BC2026-05
	BC - Cricket Wicket Maintenance - May 26
	1083.33
	0.00
	1083.33

	 
	Account Totals:
	2166.66
	0.00
	2166.66

	 
	Doug Hillard Sports Shop
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	04/06/2026
	INV 2725
	Youth - Community Festival Skate Park Competition Medals
	171.08
	34.22
	205.30

	 
	Account Totals:
	171.08
	34.22
	205.30

	 
	Gary Woodland
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	06/05/2026
	INV201904495
	Youth Support - Tuesday Sessions - May 26
	210.91
	0.00
	210.91

	08/06/2026
	INV201904496
	Youth Support - Thursday Sessions - May 26
	354.51
	0.00
	354.51

	 
	Account Totals:
	565.42
	0.00
	565.42

	 
	KN Office Supplies Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	19/05/2026
	60807
	Youth Mobile Flip Chart, Dry Wipe Easel + Wall planner
	198.29
	39.66
	237.95

	20/05/2026
	60903
	Office - Printer Paper
	126.00
	25.20
	151.20

	20/05/2026
	60903
	Office - Stationery
	3.89
	0.78
	4.67

	21/05/2026
	61019
	Office - Stationery
	55.00
	11.00
	66.00

	27/05/2026
	61221
	Office - Stationery
	16.00
	3.20
	19.20

	28/05/2026
	61439
	Office - Paper Shredding
	45.00
	9.00
	54.00

	28/05/2026
	61440
	Office - Stationery
	6.32
	1.26
	7.58

	 
	Account Totals:
	450.50
	90.10
	540.60

	 
	Magic Cleaning Solutions Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	18/05/2026
	I27455
	JC - Hand Towels
	31.80
	6.36
	38.16

	26/05/2026
	I27536
	JC - Hand Towels
	63.60
	12.72
	76.32

	03/06/2026
	I27622
	JC - Hand Towels
	31.66
	6.34
	38.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	127.06
	25.42
	152.48

	 
	Motion Picture Licensing Company
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	24/05/2026
	744114
	JC - MPLC Licence - 24/7/26 - 23/7/27
	332.62
	0.00
	332.62

	24/05/2026
	744114
	BW - MPLC Licence - 24/7/26 - 23/7/27
	332.61
	0.00
	332.61

	24/05/2026
	744114
	BC -  MPLC Licence - 24/7/26 - 23/7/27
	332.62
	0.00
	332.62

	24/05/2026
	744114
	SP - MPLC Licence - 24/7/26 - 23/7/27
	332.61
	0.00
	332.61

	 
	Account Totals:
	1330.46
	0.00
	1330.46

	 
	ONE OFF SUPPLIERS - BY INTERNET PAYMENT
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	03/06/2026
	MI/1777461
	Cathedral Leasing - SP- Hygiene Services - 6/5/26-5/8/26
	51.99
	10.40
	62.39

	27/05/2026
	2323
	ECO 360 - MUGA - Landscape Eco Management Plan (LEN)
	550.00
	110.00
	660.00

	 

	28/05/2026
	24080/12/445
	GCP Architects - Stage 1E - BC Development
	750.00
	150.00
	900.00

	28/05/2026
	24080/13/446
	GCP Architects - Stage 2F - BC Development
	750.00
	150.00
	900.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	1500.00
	300.00
	1800.00

	02/06/2026
	BRADLEY STOKE 010
	Harlequin - Beacon Play Area - Additional Works (Final Pymt)
	2672.67
	534.53
	3207.20

	01/04/2026
	010426
	N. Lucas Harniman - IWD Photographer & Panelist
	390.00
	0.00
	390.00

	 

	 
	DCK ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	08/06/2026
	TPC12366
	2025/26 Statement of Accounts
	712.50
	142.50
	855.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	712.50
	142.50
	855.00

	 
	RE- ENERGIZE
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	28/05/2026
	3985
	2026 - Community Festival Management Fees - May 26
	1148.00
	0.00
	1148.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	1148.00
	0.00
	1148.00

	 
	Shield Fire & Security Ltd
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	23/05/2026
	12957
	BW- Faulty Intercom
	55.00
	11.00
	66.00

	03/06/2026
	13000
	BW- Repair Faulty Roller Shutter
	216.65
	43.33
	259.98

	 
	Account Totals:
	271.65
	54.33
	325.98

	 
	SOLTECH IT LTD
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	21/05/2026
	35264
	Microsoft 365 Emails - June 26
	278.70
	55.74
	334.44

	 
	Account Totals:
	278.70
	55.74
	334.44

	 
	SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	31/05/2026
	3900067550
	JC - Premises Licence 1/6/26 - 31/5/27
	180.00
	0.00
	180.00

	 
	Account Totals:
	180.00
	0.00
	180.00

	 
	ZURICH MUNICIPAL
	 

	Date
	Ref
	Details
	Net Amount
	Tax Amount
	Gross Amount

	29/05/2026
	556676724
	Zurich -Main, Fleet + Event Insurance 1/6/26 - 31/5/27
	16876.33
	0.00
	16876.33

	 
	Account Totals:
	16876.33
	0.00
	16876.33

	 
	Supplier Totals:
	38215.78
	3111.77
	41327.55




13	To deal with Miscellaneous Matters

13.1	Adoption of BSTC Action Plan for 2026/27 linked to Five Year Forward Plan and Local Climate & Nature Action Plan

	Documentation circulated.

Following discussion, Councillor Natalie Field proposed adoption of the BSTC Action Plan for 2026/27 linked to the Five Year Forward Plan and the Local Climate and Nature Action Plan, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously.

13.2	Request from Jimmy Crole’s Funfair to use Jubilee Green
[bookmark: _Hlk231490439]
			The following request has been received from Jimmy Crole :

“Could I put an application in for the fun fair at Bradley Stoke. Opening for 4 days (Thursday to Sunday) setting up on the Monday. Dates to be confirmed.” 

	Extract from Finance Committee minutes 27th November 2024 

8.1 Request from Jimmy Crole’s Funfair for use of Jubilee Green
Background
The fair hire charge for 2024 was agreed by Finance on 22nd May 2024 item 8.1 as detailed below: 
[bookmark: _Hlk164236065]
8.1 	Request from Jimmy Crole’s Funfair for use of Jubilee Green 
Jimmy Crole’s Funfair has requested permission to hold a funfair on the Jubilee Green later on this year. They have raised concerns that the 100% increase in charges last year was a significant increase on the previous year and they asked councillors to consider a reduction in the rent for 2024.  Following discussion Councillor Dayley Lawrence proposed charging a total cost of £1,500, with usual previous conditions in place, plus no live prizes, including the condition that any repair or damage caused by the funfair are addressed by them separately, seconded by Councillor Jenny James, carried unanimously. Councillor Dayley Lawrence then proposed that the £1,500 charge is split 50/50, with half of the fees going to the Mayor’s Charity and the rest to the Town Council funds, seconded by Councillor Dave Addison, carried unanimously.

The original dates of hire when the fair was due to run were Thursday 3rd October 2024 - Sunday 6th October 2024 and involved larger rides suitable for teenagers and adults. Unfortunately, this event couldn’t proceed due to the weather affecting the condition of the Jubilee Green.

Request from Fair Provider to Retain the 2024 Fee for an Event in 2025.
As the fair organiser had already paid the approved £1500 charge for 2024, prior to the cancellation, he has requested whether council would consider retaining the funds for the fair to take place in 2025 instead but at the same price.

Council needs to agree to retain the current charge as it has already been paid and held within our accounts or set a new price for 2025 and refund the current payment.

Options of Type of Fair For 2025
There are 2 options for 2025 as detailed below: 
· Retain the existing fair that was due to take place in 2024 which is aimed at teenagers and adults as detailed above.
· To run a smaller fair consisting of children’s rides and inflatables – 4 young children’s rides & 4 inflatables (potentially a few more), a catering unit with sweets and candy floss vans. The targeted age is for up to 13 years old, operating with tokens - 2 per ride / 3 per inflatables – on the average of 12 tokens for £10, equivalent of £1.60-£2.50 per ride, which will be cheaper than the existing arrangement

General feedback from another similar event that took place at Little Stoke in 2024, has been very positive.

Proposed dates & times for 2025 
August would be a preferred time, dependant on school holidays/other commitments as Little Stoke & Patchway also want a fair in 2025. Timings would be11am-5pm (school holidays) over a period of 10-12 days for the younger children’s fair. The fair for the older age group agreed in 2024 was due to run over a 4-day period, closing at 8pm-9pm each day and the same would apply for 2025 if Council chose this option. Final dates to be agreed with the office pending council approval of the 2025 event and price.

Cllr Jon Williams proposed retaining the fee paid for the fair in 2024 for a fair in 2025, seconded by Cllr James Nelson, passed unanimously. Cllr Jon Williams proposed having the fair aimed at teenagers and adults to take place in August 2025, seconded by Cllr James Nelson, passed unanimously.
	
Following discussion, Councillor James Nelson proposed charging Jimmy Crole’s Funfair a total cost of £1,600, with usual previous conditions in place, plus no live prizes, including the condition that any repair or damage caused by the funfair are addressed by them separately, with the £1,600 charge being donated to the Mayor’s Charity, seconded by Councillor Ben Randles, carried unanimously.
 
13.3	Use of bus lanes in South Gloucestershire by Community First Responders in emergencies

		The following request has been received from Patchway Town Council

Patchway Town Council is seeking the support of Parish and Town Councils across South Gloucestershire regarding an important issue affecting Community First Responders (CFRs) attending emergency incidents within our communities.

At the April Full Council meeting, Patchway Town Council resolved to write to local councils to request support in raising concerns that Community First Responders are currently unable to use bus lanes when responding to Category 1 emergency callouts.  Members considered this matter to be of significant public interest given the vital role CFRs play in supporting the South West Ambulance Service and providing potentially life-saving assistance prior to the arrival of an ambulance crew.

Councillors noted the inconsistency that certain other vehicle types, including taxis and motorcycles, are permitted access to some bus lanes, whereas trained CFR volunteers responding to medical emergencies are not currently afforded the same consideration.

Community First Responders provide an invaluable service within our communities, often arriving first at incidents involving cardiac arrests, breathing difficulties, and other life-threatening emergencies where every minute can make a critical difference to patient outcomes. Their ability to reach patients quickly is therefore essential.

Patchway Town Council is asking Parish and Town Councils to consider passing a motion of support requesting that South Gloucestershire Council reviews the current position relating to bus lane access for Community First Responders responding to emergency callouts. The Council also intends to approach District Councillors and request that the matter be considered at a future Cabinet meeting to allow further discussion on how this issue may be addressed collaboratively and safely. We would be grateful for your Council’s support and would welcome confirmation should your Council be minded to support this initiative.

Councillors commented that this is an invaluable service which benefits the entire community. 

Following discussion, Councillor Natalie Field proposed that Bradley Stoke Town Council fully supports Patchway Town Council in their request that South Gloucestershire Council reviews the current position relating to bus lane access for Community First Responders responding to emergency callouts, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously.

13.4	Annual Review of BSTC Scheme of Delegation

Documentation circulated – no changes required.

Following discussion, Councillor Jon Williams proposed adoption of the scheme of delegation with no amendments, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously. 

13.5	Casual Vacancy in Primrose Bridge Ward 	

		Casual vacancy currently being advertised.

It was proposed by Councillor James Nelson, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal and carried unanimously, that, in line with Standing Orders 67 and 68, in view of the confidential nature (financial and commercial matters) of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw. 

13.6	Consideration of potential stall holder fee refunds for cancellation of 2026 Community Festival due to adverse weather conditions 
		
The Community Festival 2026 Booking Form Terms & Conditions currently state:

14. Liability-The organisers and its representatives, will not accept liability for loss of earnings or any other losses as a result of the event being curtailed, cancelled or affected by the weather.

As this was the first time that the Town Council has had to cancel the festival due to adverse weather conditions, research has been carried out with regard to the current wording  in respect of potential refunds of fees paid by stall holders/rides/food vendors due to event being cancelled.
AI advice:
The wording used only excludes liability for consequential losses (such as loss of earnings). It does not explicitly state that stall holder fees are non-refundable if the event is cancelled. From a UK contract law perspective, if you want to retain stall fees following cancellation, your terms should clearly state what happens to those fees. However, whether a "no refund" clause is enforceable depends on the circumstances. For example, under the UK's consumer and contract law framework, a term that allows an organiser to keep all fees regardless of the reason for cancellation could potentially be challenged as unfair, particularly where the organiser has incurred little or no cost.

It should be noted that all stall holder/rides/food vendor fees are donated to the Mayor’s Charities and do not go towards the cost of the event as the entire cost of the Community Festival is paid for out of the Town Council budget. 

Going forward this fact will also need to be clearly stated within Terms and Conditions as, whilst historically implied (as this is what has happened for many years), it is not actually stated as fact.

It is suggested that, going forward, the following wording (or similar) is added to the Terms and Conditions:

Event Cancellation, Postponement and Refunds
The organisers reserve the right to cancel, postpone, curtail or otherwise amend the event due to adverse weather conditions, public safety concerns, insufficient bookings, government restrictions, or any other circumstances beyond their reasonable control.

In the event of cancellation, postponement or curtailment of the event, stall holder fees will not normally be refunded where costs have already been incurred by the organisers in planning and delivering the event. Any refund, whether in full or in part, shall be at the sole discretion of the organisers, having regard to the circumstances of the cancellation and the costs incurred.

Where practicable, the organisers may offer stall holders the option of transferring their booking to a rescheduled event or receiving a credit towards a future event.

The organisers shall not be liable for any loss of earnings, loss of profits, travel costs, accommodation costs, wasted expenditure, or any other direct, indirect or consequential losses incurred by stall holders arising from the cancellation, postponement, curtailment or disruption of the event.

Charitable Donation of Stall Fees
All stall holder fees paid for this event will be donated in full to the Mayor's Charities. As the fees are charitable donations, they will not normally be refunded if the event is cancelled, postponed, curtailed or otherwise amended, except where required by law or where the organisers decide otherwise at their sole discretion.

It is also suggested that the following wording be added to the Booking Form:

"By submitting an application and paying the stall fee, the stall holder confirms that they have read and accepted the Event Terms and Conditions, including the Cancellation and Refunds Policy."

A tick box will need to be added to the Booking Form to ensure applicants confirm that they have read the terms and accepted them before paying the fee. 

Following much discussion, Councillor Dave Addison proposed that the Town Council offer refunds to all stall/ride provider/vendor hire fees, but suggest that, since all income is donated to the Mayor’s Charity, stallholders/ride providers/vendors be given the option to donate their fee to the Mayor’s Charity. It is important  to include a response date, on the understanding that no response by the set date implies that the money can be donated to the Mayor’s Charity, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously. 

It was noted that this offer of a refund will not apply to any stallholder/ride provider/vendor who chose to cancel their booking prior to the final decision being made by the Town Council/event organiser to cancel the event due to adverse weather conditions. 

7.4	Additional update on open space land in Dewfalls Drive

An update was provided on the additional two parcels of land in Dewfalls Drive which are currently subject to a Permission in Principle planning application and the approach to the Town Council which has been made by the purchaser of the parcels of land.

Following discussion, Councillor Dave Addison proposed that the offer made within the approach is declined, seconded by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal. A vote was taken, 8 in favour, 1 abstention, proposal carried.

Councillor Ben Randles then proposed that a suitable response to the approach be drafted and sent, seconded by Councillor Natalie Field, proposal carried.  
		
[bookmark: _Hlk232690611]It may be possible to explore registering the parcels of land as Public Rights of Way so this will be further considered at the forthcoming Planning & Environment Committee meeting. 

14	To note the dates of forthcoming meetings 

	14.1		22 June       		Leisure, Youth & Amenities Committee	
	14.2		24 June 	        	Finance Committee	
	14.3		24 June 	         	Planning & Environment Committee
	14.4		8 July 	 	Full Council
	14.5		7 September   	 	Staffing Committee

[bookmark: _Hlk97802497]  

The Meeting closed at 8.50pm
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