





Bradley Stoke Annual Town Meeting – 13th May 2026

BRADLEY STOKE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

13th May 2026

Minutes of the THIRTY FOURTH Meeting of Bradley Stoke held at The Jubilee Centre, Savages Wood Road, Bradley Stoke, at 7.00pm on Wednesday 13th May 2026.

A total of twenty two people were present at the meeting. 

Councillors attending: Dave Addison, Tom Aditya, Sue Bandcroft, John Bradbury, Frederic Contenot, Terri Cullen, Anthony Griffiths, Natalie Field, Jenny James, Dayley Lawrence, James Nelson, Ben Randles, Kulwinder Singh Sappal and Jon Williams 

Staff attending: Sharon Petela (Town Clerk) and Phil Francis-Barber (Facilities & Operations Manager/Deputy Town Clerk) 

Others attending: Six members of the public.


1	Appointment of Chair of the Town Meeting.

Councillor Natalie Field, as Mayor and Chair of the Town Council for 2025/26, was proposed by Councillor Kulwinder Singh Sappal to chair the meeting, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, carried unanimously. 

Councillor Natalie Field duly took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 


2	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Roger Avenin, South Gloucestershire Bradley Stoke North Councillor Franklin Owusu-Antwi and Rachel Pullen (Responsible Finance Officer (RFO)/Finance Manager), 


3 Minutes of the Previous Town Meeting held on 7th May 2025

Councillor Anthony Griffiths commented that, at the previous year’s meeting, Councillor Jon Williams had referred to spending Town Council reserves and that this had not been reflected in the minutes. Councillor Jon Williams disputed this, stating that he had not made such a comment.

The Minutes of the last Town Meeting were then taken as read and their adoption was proposed by Councillor Tom Aditya, seconded by Councillor James Nelson. A vote was taken, 11 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention, proposal carried. 
	

4	Reports from Committees

The Annual Report was received en bloc. and the full Report is attached to these Minutes.

4.1	Council 

Councillor Natalie Field (Chair of Council for 2025/26) passed on her thanks to councillors, staff, volunteers and community groups who have worked so hard over the past year for the good of the town. We are fortunate to have a wonderful town.

The residents of Bradley Stoke are very important and make a valuable contribution to the community. The Town Council is just about to launch two surveys, one to ascertain residents views on the town and the other one is the proposed refurbishment to Baileys Court Activity Centre. 

The Chair thanked the Mayor’s Charities volunteers for their hard work over the past year and has been proud to support the many local community groups involved in events. 

We are delighted to have provided a number of outstanding events over the past year including the Community Festival, the ever-popular older persons afternoon tea parties, the development of the Community Orchard and the Nature & Wellbeing Hub at Brook Way Activity Centre and the truly collaborative International Women’s Day 2026 events across the area.

The Chair also said that she is proud of the excellent youth provision which the Town Council provides in the town. 


4.2	Finance Committee

Councillor Jon Williams (Chair of Finance Committee for 2025/26) thanked councillors for electing him as Chair of Finance committee for the past year and for all their support throughout the year. He passed thanks to the RFO and finance team for all their hard work and advice, providing a good overview of all the budgets and other financial matters (including investments and reserves).

The biggest financial expenditure in the foreseeable future is the major refurbishment/redevelopment at Baileys Court Activity Centre. A public survey will soon be launched by the Town Council to gauge public feeling in the project.

A local resident asked about the expenditure for the installation of the solar panels at the Jubilee Centre. 

In response to the question, councillors and officers explained that the funding had been secured through £20,000 of National Lottery funding, together with £22,000 from Town Council reserves.   

A local resident commented that he appreciated that the three Activity Centres operate at a financial loss but noted that a significant proportion of the Precept is allocated to staffing costs. He queried whether it may be more cost-effective to reduce provision by dispensing with one of the three Activity Centres in order to generate savings.

Councillors and officers responded that each site serves different purposes and has established long-term hirers, contributing to a broad range of community activity across Bradley Stoke. It was further explained that increases in staffing levels over the years had been implemented to deliver the wishes and priorities of the Town Council and to support services for the benefit of the local community. Finally, reference was made to the planned significant increase in housing development associated with the Local Plan, which is likely to place additional demands on local councils, requiring them to deliver more with limited resources.


	4.3	Leisure, Youth and Amenities Committee
		
Councillor Jenny James (Chair of Leisure, Youth & Amenities for 2025/26) said that it has been a pleasure to be chair of this committee form the past year. The committee report within the Annual Report covers the outstanding events which have been undertaken throughout the year.






4.4	Planning and Environment Committee

Councillor James Nelson (Chair of Planning and Environment Committee for 2025/26) commented that it had been a pleasure to serve as Chair of the committee for the past year. He then talked through the committee report included in the Annual Report linked to the emerging South Gloucestershire Council Local Plan. 

The proposed Woodlands Garden Village development could potentially have significant implications for Bradley Stoke, as the development site borders the town boundary. 

In addition, the section of the Local Plan relating to “Making Effective Use of Land in Urban and Town Hubs” may also have an impact, as it encourages increased housing density in town and urban centres. It was noted that, according to the Local Plan, the Bradley Stoke Town Centre covers a wide geographical area extending from Brackendene/Ferndene to Hawkins Crescent and Champs Sur Marne. Councillor Terri Cullen requested that her concerns regarding this proposal be recorded.


4.5	Staffing Committee 

Councillor Dayley Lawrence (Chair of Staffing Committee for 2025/26) thanked everyone for their support over the past year and said that it had been a busy year for the committee.


5	General Discussion

5.1	Councillor Tom Aditya commented that the installation of the basketball hoops on the Jubilee site needed to be progressed as  matter of urgency along with the removal of the various roadblocks throughout the town linked to the installation of the cycle path along Bradley Stoke Way. Councillors and officers explained that the installation of the basketball hoops is currently being progressed and the roadworks are out of the control of the Town Council.


5.2	A local resident commented that, in connection with the installation of the cycle path throughout the town, the “Welcome to Bradley Stoke” signs and planters at the entrances to the town should be reinstated as a matter of urgency.

Councillors and officers responded that they had been in regular discussions with South Gloucestershire Council regarding these matters and that the works were understood to be in hand.


5.3	A local resident asked about the Davis Pond on Jubilee Green. Councillors and officers said they would speak to the resident regarding this matter after the meeting.


Councillor Natalie Field thanked everyone for attending the meeting and, there being no other business, closed the meeting at 7.30pm. 
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