





Bradley Stoke Annual Town Meeting – 7th May 2025

BRADLEY STOKE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

7th May 2025

Minutes of the THIRTY THIRD Meeting of Bradley Stoke held at The Jubilee Centre, Savages Wood Road, Bradley Stoke, at 7.00pm on Wednesday 7th May 2025.

A total of twenty people were present at the meeting. 

Councillors attending: Dave Addison, Tom Aditya, Sue Bandcroft, John Bradbury, Frederic Contenot, Anthony Griffiths, Natalie Field, Jenny James, Dayley Lawrence, James Nelson, Ben Randles and Jon Williams 

Staff attending: Sharon Petela (Town Clerk), Phil Francis-Barber (Activity Centres Manager/Deputy Town Clerk) and Rachel Pullen (Responsible Finance Officer (RFO)/Finance Manager), 

Others attending: Five members of the public.


1	Appointment of Chair of the Town Meeting.

Councillor Natalie Field, as Mayor and Chair of the Town Council for 2024/25, was proposed by Councillor Jon Williams to chair the meeting, seconded by Councillor James Nelson, proposal carried. 

Councillor Natalie Field duly took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 


2	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Roger Avenin, Terri Cullen and Kulwinder Singh Sappal, South Gloucestershire Bradley Stoke North Councillor Franklin Owusu-Antwi and local resident Richard Aquilina.   


3 Minutes of the Previous Town Meeting held on 1st May 2024

The Minutes of the last Town Meeting were taken as read and their adoption was proposed by Councillor James Nelson, seconded by Councillor Dayley Lawrence, proposal carried. 
	

4	Reports from Committees

The Annual Report was received en bloc. and the full Report is attached to these Minutes.

4.1	Council 

Councillor Natalie Field (Chair of Council for 2024/25) passed on her thanks to councillors, staff, volunteers and community groups who have worked so hard over the past year for the good of the town. Councillors all work well together and all committees are proactive and well-run.

The Town Council is rightly proud of the youth service it currently provides, and the innovative event organised by the youth work team as part of the International Women’s Day celebrations in March 2025 was a good evening. 

The Council have delivered a very full programme of activities over the last year with the Chair remarking that she was proud that a full festival had taken place last year with another full festival taking place this year.



4.2	Finance Committee

Councillor Jon Williams (Chair of Finance Committee for 2024/25) thanked councillors for electing him as Chair of Finance committee for the past year and for all their support throughout the year. He passed thanks to the RFO and the Town Council finance team for all their hard work and advice, providing all councillors with a good overview of all the budgets and other financial matters (including investments) – it is always welcomed when the Town Council receives positive feedback and clear internal and external audits.

This coming year, it is hoped to carry out major refurbishment works at Baileys Court Activity Centre.


	4.3	Leisure, Youth and Amenities Committee
		
Councillor Natalie Field (Chair of Leisure, Youth & Amenities for 2024/25) thanked councillors and staff for their input and support throughout the year. She commented that this is a busy committee, and it is good to have such positive engagement with local community groups and organisations and being able to support them through grant funding streams.

Many events and projects have taken place this year, from the planting of the Community Orchard (with the next stage being the creation of a Nature Wellness Hub) to the free tree and wildflower seeds giveaway, the Scarecrow Trail which raised money for the three Mayor’s Charities and the vibrant 2024 Community Festival with another full festival planned for June 2025.


4.4	Planning and Environment Committee

Councillor James Nelson (Chair of Planning and Environment Committee for 2024/25) commented that it had been a pleasure to serve as Chair of the committee for the past year. Many planning applications have been consulted on during the year (see facts and figures in the Annual Report) and South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) public consultations have been responded to, on a range of topics, including the SGC Local Plan. 

It is good to see that the SGC Greenprint Live Labs pilot is running again in Bradley Stoke and SGC have listened to Town Council feedback and removed a couple of grass areas used by the local community from the project this year.

The setting up of the Three Brooks Parkrun was consulted on this year, and it is good to see that the initial concerns raised by people linked to traffic and parking do not appear to have materialised.

A local resident claimed that there could be inadequate secondary school provision linked to the proposed Woodlands development (in an adjoining parish to Bradley Stoke, but likely to have a direct impact on the town) which is included in the SGC Local Plan. The resident said that the secondary school places for Bradley Stoke residents are currently inadequate with many young people having to attend schools outside the town which causes problems with transportation to and from school. This is likely to be further exacerbated with the building of many houses on this site and no provision of a secondary school within the original plans.
 


Councillor James Nelson commented that some Councillors did question the soundness of the proposed development as part of the consultation feedback to SGC (but this feedback was not specific to secondary school places) and this was fed back on behalf of those Councillors by the Town Council. The feedback was linked to the soundness of the Local Plan, not the school places. 

It was noted by councillors that the proposed development is due to be phased over 10-15 years, but councillors felt that it would be good to raise secondary school provision concerns at an early stage.

Councillor Jon Williams proposed that the Town Council makes representations to the SGC Cabinet Member with responsibility for Education raising concerns regarding secondary school provision for the town linked to the new proposed development at Woodlands, seconded by Councillor Tom Aditya, proposal carried.
 

4.5	Staffing Committee 

Councillor Dayley Lawrence (Chair of Staffing Committee for 2024/25) commented that the committee has been involved in the recruitment of a number of new staff positions this year (Projects and Events Officer, Activity Centres Sites Supervisor and additional Youth Support Workers). 

He commented that he is proud of how well the Town Council staff pull together to cover role vacancies or staff sickness. He also commented that the new youth support worker roles are being externally funded through the National Lottery and the SGC youth funding stream. 


5	General Discussion

5.1	Councillor Tom Aditya commented that there is still a need for burial provision in the town. The last time the Town Council asked SGC about this, they were informed that there was adequate provision in the surrounding areas, and it may be worth asking the question again. The Chair thanked Councillor Aditya for his observation.

5.2	Councillor Tom Aditya commented that it is good to see that leisure equipment has now been installed on the Jubilee Green and the next project to be looked at, should be the installation of the basketball hoops on the Jubilee site. He also asked about the installation of a swing and benches on the Beacon Playscheme. Officers said that the new swing and benches will be installed when the contractor returns to complete the refurbishment works in the next few weeks. The Chair thanked Councillor Aditya for his input.

5.3	Councillor Anthony Griffiths commented that he had been approached by a resident asking if another bench could be installed on the Jubilee Centre site between the top and bottom football pitches. He asked for the Town Council to consider this. The Chair thanked Councillor Griffiths for his input.


Councillor Natalie Field thanked everyone for attending the meeting and, there being no other business, closed the meeting at 7.27pm. 
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