Bradley Stoke Youth FC (BSYFC) – Summary Report 2025 - 2026
BSYFC continues to retain the award of being an England Football 3 Star Accredited Club (new name for the previous FA Charter Standard Community Club) which is the highest award a football sports club can receive.  We have successfully retained this highest status since 2010 so we are very proud of this as there are only a few clubs in South Glos with this accreditation.
The club provides football training and matches for children from Reception age upwards. The club in total has 25 teams playing in the Hanham Minor League, Avon Youth League, Bristol Girls League, Saturday Youth League and the Gloucestershire County Womens League. We run dedicated football sessions for girls and have 4 girl teams from U10 to U16 age range and we also have a Ladies Team. This is proving a strong link for girls youth football to Ladies adult football and an easy transition for the young players the club caters for. The Ladies have for the season just finished had 32 players registered to play for the club with an age range of 16 year old to 42 year old.
We continue to link with Bradley Stoke Town FC men’s team allowing an easy pathway for the older boys from BSYFC to adult football.
The services we provide to the community (free of charge) include:
· The Football Festival which is part of the annual Bradley Stoke Community Festival was again held at the Jubilee Centre in June (even though the main Festival was cancelled due to the weather). The club ran multiple mini football festivals covering age groups of Reception, U6, U7, U8, U9 mixed children. Then we also had both U14 Girl squads playing and we had 4 Ladies Teams as well. In total we had 102 children/ladies playing in the matches. This 2026 event was our 21st year of the Festival which has now seen over 2,847 players participate in the Festival.  We were lucky to have the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor presenting the cups, the medals and goody bags at each of the many award ceremonies. Both Jenny and Jon got very wet doing their duty. This was the 21st for Martin Lee who has organized and managed the Festival since the very first one and although he said last year that was his last one ……… someone who looked just like him was there again !!!!!!.
· Weekly Enrichment sessions first started in 2005 at the Bradley Stoke Community School when it first opened its doors. Then in Sept 2015 these sessions transferred to the new Bradley Stoke Primary School when it opened its doors to coach all of the Reception/Year 1 children. In Sept/Oct 2025 we went into the school to coach Year 5 and 6 children and then Year 3 and 4 children in Nov/Dec. In Jan/Feb 2026 we coached Year 1, 2 and Reception children. Then Mar/Apr back to year 5 and 6 children (they had a waiting list for the sessions with this age group). Finally in Jun/July we coached Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 girls only in at the school. Medals and prizes are awarded to the children on completion of the sessions. We have already agreed with the school that the new enrichment program will start in Sept 2026 which is for the Year 1 and 2 children.
· We have been successful running sessions for children identified with special requirements. Last season this was done with children at Reception/Year 1 age group. We gave them access to football coaching to allow the club to be even more inclusive while ensuring a safe and happy environment for the children. We then try to integrate these children into mainstream football where possible.
· The club runs a young coaches mentoring program where we mentor young people who want to make a career in football coaching. This also includes helping them to attain their FA coaching badges. They are placed under the wing of our experienced FA Mentoring Qualified Coach Martin to ensure they can meet set objectives and to develop into the coaches of the future. We now have 2 young coaches on the program (age range 17 to 18 years old). The club last year paid for 1 male teenager to obtain their FA Level 1 Coaching badge at a cost of £180.  We provide branded training kit so they look like proper club coaches as well. 
· The club provides places for DoE students who need to have a sports related placement during their award program. In 2025/2026 we had 10 students who were completing their bronze, silver and gold awards. Also most of the previous DoE students have all extended and are staying with the club. For all DoE students we produce a report on them at the end of their placement. This includes feedback on achievements, setting personal targets and areas for improvement. In June, two of the DofE students who finished their Gold award were invited for tea at Buckingham Palace.

The SLA funding is used in all of the above areas to help towards the costs to ensure all these services are supplied to the Bradley Stoke area.
The club run weekly training sessions and matches for over 430 children from Reception age to 16 year olds. We even have a waiting list for Pre Reception children who want to join in the fun. The club is very large and requires many volunteers to run such a complex structure. So we are constantly looking for new coaches and putting them through the training while constantly having to renew current coaches qualifications every 3 years.  
Costs of training and retraining volunteers is monitored by the GFA as we are a 3 Star Accredited Club. We must ensure all coaches of all age groups have the relevant qualifications and all are up-to-date. So far in 2025/2026 we have already funded coaches to receive training at a cost of £3,790 on their FA coaching courses. We have also spent a large amount of money purchasing BSYFC branded clothing for every coach at the club so that parents can easily recognize the coaches of the club at training, matches, events, etc.
If we are successful in receiving the SLA funding again, then this will help towards the costs of allowing the club to continue all of these long standing programs for the Bradley Stoke Community which we believe are all worthwhile activities to have running and benefit the community of Bradley Stoke greatly.
For last season we did not increase our prices and for this season coming in Sept again there is no price increase even though we already know there will be price increases for all of our training venues, match pitch costs, referee costs, league costs, insurance costs, affiliation costs, player registration costs, and kit costs. These will all increase but our ethos of allowing all children to have the opportunity to play football is still key as the club moves forward so therefore we must keep charges as low as possible to allow this to happen. We even have a sibling discount so parents with more than one child at the club are assisted in the payments.
Best Regards
Martin Lee        BSYFC
