Bradley Stoke and Almondsbury Cricket Club (BSACC) Application for SLA Grant Funding

Dear Councillors,
I am writing to reapply for the Youth SLA Grant that has been so kindly donated in recent years to Bradley Stoke and Almondsbury Cricket Club for the provision of youth services. I include a copy of the 2025 BSACC club’s accounts for the previous financial year (ending 31st October 2025).
[bookmark: _Hlk151985534]Our youth section remains a priority and a guiding principle behind the strategic growth of the club and facilities.  This development continued into 2025 with strong numbers and the resilience of the youth shone through. Highlights include our u19s s winning the GYCL T20 Cup, U17s Performance Runners UP, U15’s winning the Participation Group 2 League. The U11 Green won the BYCL Participation league. The U13 Juniper and U13 Maroon teams had a strong cup run. The U13s also had very good GYCL finishing mid table in the first year of the GYCL participation.
In addition, our All-Stars Cricket programme which sits outside main club membership introduces the game to five- to eight-year-olds.  This season we had 33 youth learning the game in a fun way.
The club continues to see the provision of ECB Accredited Coaches to assist the development of its youth team players as essential. For 2026, we will have 14 Level 1 (Foundation) coaches and Twelve Level 2 (Core) coaches. We are also looking to bring in professional coaches on need basis to increase the depth of skills we transfer to the youth at the club.
Please find below further information regarding our youth membership and the financial resources BSCC invested in the youth membership in the financial year ending October 2025.
Overview of BSCC Youth Teams and Membership - 2024:
In 2025, 128 youth members between the ages of 7 and 17 (18 U9s, 24 u11s, 14 girls u11’s (softball), 36 U13s, 18 U15s, 16 U17s and 2 u19s). Of these, 89 (69.53%) reside in the BS32 postcode, with a further 20 (15.63%) residing in the BS34 postcode. 21 (16.4%) are girls who play softball or hardball. 
We continued to run Disability Cricket in the form of Table Cricket, we have 5 members and numbers are going up gradually. A few of the members also attend or used to attend Bradley Stoke Community School, giving them a place to socialise and meet new people
In 2025 we increased the youth membership for hardball (u11 mixed to u17s) to £75, we feel this represents excellent value for money and therefore remains a negligible barrier to participation, while accounting for inflation and other rising cost to maintain the training and playing facilities. We also continued the discount for siblings. The u9s and u11s softball was £50 in recognition of lower cost overhead per games played.
For that £75, the juniors (U17s and younger) received weekly two-hour outdoor training sessions (£50 - 75 minutes for U9s and u11 girls’ softball) from mid-April until the end of July. We also ran indoor preseason training, seven weekly sessions of 120 minutes each (for U11s, U13s). In addition to this we had structured league fixtures and some friendlies for U9s, u11s girls, U11s Blue, U11s Maroon, U13s Blue, U13s Maroon, U13s Junipers, U15s Blue, U15s Maroon U17s and u19s, and there were no match fees for these games. We also registered teams in the Gloucester Youth League first time ever for the U11s and U13s. Over 100 games were played along with 2 festivals. 
The investment of time from our volunteers both in completing coaching courses and delivering coaching, as well as the talent and commitment of the players concerned, has helped 20+ (above 15%) of our youth players gain selection for this winter’s performance age group training squads run by Gloucestershire County Cricket Club (boys and Girls County/Development) and Gloucestershire Cricket Foundation (boys zonal and girls). These numbers have been steadily rising over the last few years. 
The club is also committed to putting all its coaching staff through Safeguarding and Protecting Children and First Aid courses every three years at the current cost of around £40 per coach per course where it cannot be completed online. We also have a Child Welfare Officer who is responsible for ensuring the club are doing as much as possible to protect the children we coach. 
We also pride ourselves on making sure anyone who wants it has the chance to experience the game, regardless of ability. 
Financials - 2025: 
As previously stated, BSACC makes every attempt to subsidise the activities of our youth section and, in so doing incur a range of costs, which are not fully covered by the membership fees paid by youth members. 
The table below details a number of (not exhaustive) costs incurred by the club in support of the youth section for the 2025 playing season. This would be what the generous grant of £3,500 was put towards last year. You can see the club’s expenses for running youth cricket exceeded the grant figure. 
Item Cost Youth - 2025: 
	GYCL Youth match balls
	£188.28

	BYCL Youth Match Balls
	£383

	GYCL Youth league fees
	£149.75

	BYCL Youth league fees
	£525

	Youth coaching courses
	£2754

	Youth equipment
	£1190 (1/3 spend)

	Youth trophies
	£694

	Winter Nets
	687 (1/3 of spend)

	Grounds rent
	£3779 (1/3 of All Rent cost)

	Club insurance
	£357 (1/3 of Insurance costs)

	Grounds
	£8358 (1/3 of Ground costs)

	
	

	TOTAL
	£19,125



We anticipate that all age groups and teams run in 2026 will continue plus a Sunday Senior team to allow youth to progress into the senior pathway.
One of the questions that was asked in the previous application was if we have contacted Almondsbury Parish Council for a similar SLA which are in progress. As you can see, the cost for grounds has significantly increased in the merged club with youth playing more games across 2 venues now and we would need similar support from both councils. Hence the request to BSTC is similar to previous years while we are also requesting similar support to Almondsbury Parish Council. 
In Summary:
BSACC will continue to provide an outlet for local juniors to regularly play and learn the game of cricket, taking steps to ensure that this is done safely, with appropriate supervision and oversight. We are inclusive and welcome young cricketers from around age seven (male and female) from all ethnicities and backgrounds. (In addition, our All-Stars Cricket programme which sits outside main club membership introduces the game to five- to seven-year-olds). Our goal remains to provide a platform from which local young people can develop a passion for cricket and a healthy active lifestyle. We integrate these into the club and support their cricketing and personal development in every way possible.
Given the higher number of youth and the opportunity of playing more games in 2025 and the anticipated outlay in 2026, the club would like to apply for funding of £5,000, an increase from the previous year of £3,500 as per last year’s application that was kindly agreed.
We look forward to the Town Council’s thoughts with regards to our application and we will be attending the meeting on December 15th at the Jubilee Centre. 
Kind Regards
Jeganath G Rajamohan – Head of Junior Cricket (07438807755)
Craig Hazzard – Child Welfare Officer (07989 030716)

