Section 3 — External auditor certificate and report
2015/16 Certificate

We certify that we have completed cur review of the annual return, and discharged our
responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March
2016 in respect of;

Enter name of

smaller authority here: g‘Z‘P‘\DLE\-{ SY—DME:—: Pﬁﬂ\&}-\r CQJO&C.\L

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

This smaller authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and
effective and that it has a sound system of internal control. The smaller authority prepares an
annual return in accordance with proper practices which:

s summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2016; and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review the annual return in accordance with guidance issued by the
National Audit Office (NAQ) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note below).
Qur work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on
Auditing (UK & freland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit
would do.

External auditor report

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of the annual retum, in our opinion the information in the annual
return is in accordanice with proper practices and no matters have come fo our attention giving cause for concern that relevant
legislation and regulatory requirements heve not been met. (*delete as appropriate),

{continug on a separate sheet if required)

Gther matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the smatler authority;

-

{continue on a saparate shest if required)

External auditor signature | ()7\4//14 /']‘“*[ f,, JW\Z/T"‘\ y i f( AL |
External auditor name | QSEani ':E nornton UK Liz | Date | 20/9 / /’ |

Note The NAO 4ssued gu:dance applfcable to extemal aud:tors work on 2015{16 accounts in Audltor Gmdance Note AGN:‘02 The
AGN s avanabie fmm the NAD website (www nag. org uk)
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Bradley Stoke Town Council
Audit Report for the year ended 31 March 2016

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we wish to draw to the attention
of Bradley Stoke Town Council for the year ended 31 March 2016

Period for the exercise of public rights

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act}, sections 26 and 27, and the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (the Regulations), sections 14 and 15, set
out the requirements for the period for the exercise of public rights of objection,
inspection and questioning of the external auditor. In particular section 14(1) of
the Regulations stipulates that the rights of objection, inspection and questioning
of the external auditor conferred by sections 26 and 27 of the Act may be
exercised within a single period of 30 working days.

The Council published its Notice indicating the period for the exercise of public
rights commenced on 29 June 2016 and ended on 8 August 2016. This is less than
the 30 working days as required by the Regulations, Far any days under those 30
working days, a member of the public has been denied their rights in respect of
objection, inspection and questioning of the external auditor. As the external
auditor, this year we have withheld our certification of the Annual Return until
the end of the new period published by the Council in its extended Notice to
ensure that public rights are not perceived to be denied due to an incorrect
Notice.

In the future, the Council must ensure that it complies with the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 to ensure
that the dates for the exercise of public rights are properly calculated and
published and cover a single period of 30 working days. The Council should also
consider the impact of this failure on its disclosures in the 2016/17 Annual
Return.

Grant Thornton UK LLP
Date 7. / “f / s

Our ref AVNO16
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