BSTC Street-lighting Public Consultation Report – January 2011

Bradley Stoke Town Council 
Report to Councillors

Part-night Street Lighting Public Consultation Results

The Public Consultation exercise ran from the beginning of October until 10th December 2010. 

The public were consulted in a variety of ways:

· Bradley Stoke Town Council website – maps, explanations and SGC criteria/rationale  available to download, in addition to an online response form 

· Bradley Stoke Town Council newsletter published October 2010 – explanation and SGC criteria/rationale included in the newsletter, as well as a Consultation Form which could be completed and returned to the office 

· Bradley Stoke Town Council noticeboards + Activity Centre

· Bradley Stoke Journal

· SBCP Community Celebration at the Willow Brook Centre on 2nd October 2010 – consultation forms handed out 

· SSCG Meeting – 19th October 2010 

· BSTC Public Drop-in Morning on Saturday 4th December 2010 at Jubilee Centre – diagrams/plans were on display and Councillors were available to answer residents questions. Ten members of the public dropped in during the four hour session. 

Results

The office received 153 responses to the consultation, 90 via the online response form set up on the Town Council website and 63 written responses.

Option 1 – Support the draft proposals and do not have any suggested amendments

83 responses = 54.3%

Option 2 – Support the proposals in general, but would like to suggest amendments

36 responses = 23.5%

Option 3 – Do not support the proposals

26 responses = 17%

Option 4 – Any other comments which do not fit into the above categories

8 responses = 5.2%

Of these 8 responses:
1 – appears in full support








2 – appear to support in principle








2 – appear to be against the proposals








3 – do not fit into any category
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Bradley Stoke Town Council

Part-Night Street-Lighting Comments/Feedback from Residents
Option 2 – Support the proposals in general, but would like to suggest amendments

1.
I think the proposals also need to include the Willow Centre lighting especially the Tesco's car park which omits far too much light!!!

2.
Some comments from experience in a town where this was implemented years ago.

- Part-night street lighting should not be implemented on Fridays and Saturdays nights.

- Some streets would benefit of partial shut down, ie every other lights.

- A light near a bus stop should be "always on". This allows not only bus users to wait safely, but provide a safe stop for other waiting to be picked up.

I am aware that those flexibility probably involve investments to program the switch, but those might be worthwhile for safety. I also think that the implementation phase of such a change should include participation of the pubs and shops open late. This could be in the form of an announcement that the street lights will be switched off in 30 minutes, 20 minutes etc... to allow people to go home in time if they are worried. Bus timetables and train could also flag trains that arrive after the lights switch off.

3.
Lights in small cul-de-sacs are not switched off for security reasons

4.
Have sensors on the lights that are unlit that can detect pedestrians and switch themselves on for a short time.

5.
I would like the lights left on near the dead end of Stean Bridge Road (furthest away from the roundabout at the end of the cul de sac).

6.
Why not turn off every other lamp?  Then you'll save 50% of the energy cost.  I understand that an electrician will have to visit every lamp anyway to adjust it for part-night so my proposal will mean the electician only needs to visit 50% of the lamps.

7.
That there be a two-staged switch-off: 12AM - 5AM for residential lighting; 2AM-4AM for road lighting (this can be all roads - not much traffic around during these times). I will be honest and say that i'd prefer some residential lighting to remain on in the interests of deterring thieves; I see no problem with switching off road lighting when traffic is very light in the middle of the night. I also ask that the savings of implementing these measures are reflected in Council tax rates (either cuts or a freeze).

8.
I support switching off lights at night, however, to make a fully informed decision I would prefer all of the facts.  You have discussed the savings but not the costs (if any) of adapting the lighting system to work in this way.  Also will this mean there will be a smaller rise in council tax for next year and subsequent years and can you demonstrate this?

9.
Without lights, some side streets will become much harder to spot when driving along main feeder roads, and having recently had someone drive through my front garden by missing the corner (with the street lights on), would ask the council to consider providing more reflective street-name signs for those side roads that feed directly off busy roads - thereby providing road users with a clearer indication of turnings.

10.
Why choose 5am to put the lights back on? - surely 6am would be just as good - the general population do not get going in the morning until 6;30 - 7am. It would only disadvantage those who get up very early, but they are already being disadvantaged by having the lights off all night (beyond midnight), whats one more hour?!   I hope that you will be checking, thoroughly, the publics feelings about the trial, to get feedback on how it worked, before making it a permanent feature??

11.
I think the idea is great.  However, in The Crunnis; there is a gap in the fence next to the Winterbourne Road, people will often cut through the street in the early hours of the morning (mainly Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays).  Occasionally in the past, anti-social behaviour has occurred; kicking wheelie bins over, smashing glass bottles, pushing over garden ornaments. I would personally keep on the last street-light closest to the Winterbourne Road, with the other end already marked as being left on (cut through from The Crunnis onto Stean Bridge Road).  This would leave just two street-lights off in the middle; I would hope that no anti-social would occur, but from history this unofficial walkway from the Winterbourne Road has only ever caused problems to local residents; in the past it the gap had been fenced up, but only to be kicked down. 

12.
This sounds like a very good idea, however, where there are roads with speed humps, these should be removed to enable more part-time lights to be included within your proposal.

13.
I agree in principle. I would want to ensure that areas with any history of crime / vandalism are not included as pert of the part night switch off.

14.
Given that there have been recent reported incidents of antisocial behaviour around Jubilee Green and the entrance to the Willow Brook Centre from Manor farm I think that it may better to have continuity of lighting on the following stretches:

1 Manor Farm Roundabout westbound to Jubilee Centre

2 Manor Farm Roundabout eastbound to District Centre roundabout And also to have the path that runs from the entrance of the Willow Brook Centre at Manor Farm Crescent northbound to the entrance to Dewfalls Drive fully lit.  This path can be very dark given the amount of trees/bushes bordering it, and it is a popular route, even late at night so I would be concerned about the potential for crime if it was not lit during the night. 

15.
Far too many exemptions and some pretty poor excuses for leaving them on - people can drive down dark country lanes without crashing every five minutes because they know there are no street lights. Give it a couple of weeks and people will have forgotten the street lights used to be on all night. Switch them all off! I actually have to have blackout blinds in the bedrooms because of the all pervasive orange glow stopping people getting a good night's sleep., I can have a garden party at midnight courtesy of the town council's wanton waste of electricity.

16.
Also turn off lights in pathways between (1) Savages Wood Road and Snowberry Close (2) Snowberry Close and Diana Gardens. Can't see the point in leaving these on if Snowberry Close and Diana Gardens are in darkness. Hopefully this will help to reduce the late night ASB in this area.

17.
Keep the street lights in Linden Drive as there are not many street lights as you turn right from Brook Way.  At the far end of that side of the road there is only a couple of street lights - One by the grassy area and one outside the garage belonging to No 44.   Switching the lights off would represent a hazard to people walking there in the dark.

18.
Times should be from 10pm-6am

19.
I currently live in Breaches Gate in Bradley stoke, and whilst I understand that you are trying to save money and support the whole "Greener" planet concept, I feel that switching every light off will help crime to rise in the area.  

I feel that one light in every 4 would be sufficient, it would still light up our roads and save money and fuel.  We have a few older residents and a school in our road as well, and I speak for myself and them when I say that I/they will feel safer walking about in a lit area.

20.
I fully support the part-night street lighting and consider it should also be extended to traffic lights on roundabouts within the South Gloucester area. This would not only reduce the council's carbon emissions but also those of vehicle having to wait at deserted junctions in the small hours. Also whilst not aiding the council's carbon reduction agenda I believe the Willowbrook Centre should consider reducing it's lighting which is excessive for a residential area.

21.
It saves money, resources and energy and I will be able to sleep better without the light shining directly in the window!

22.
Please make sure that Bradley Stoke will not become a breeding ground for the criminals, in the absence of street lighting. I would like to know what are the alternative measures you had taken to tackle this problem? 

The safety of the pedestrians shall be taken into consideration too.

23.
I also feel it would make sense to switch the traffic lights off on the roundabouts between the hours of 12 midnight and 04:00, the roads are extremely quiet during those hours and this would also save money.

24.
Lights should only be switched off on main roads and not residential roads, especially where no crimes have been committed or low-level of crime (e.g. the odd 1 or 2 burglaries in a street).

25.
Switch off should be for a trial period – 3 months to ascertain if security/safety has been unaffected.

26.
That note is taken of areas where incidents occur where there may not be a crime number issued (so the statistics are rather “fluid”) but the risk to residents is still there. What is the projected date for this?

27.
The street light in Stanshaws Close on the walkway behind No. 10 should be kept on as the cars that have a parking pace next to it have been vandalised more than once already.

28.
 We are concerned that if the lights are off in Kemperleye Way around the mini roundabout more cars will be damaged or written off by reckless drivers, There have been 4 in the last 7 years. Last one written off last week.

29.
Is it possible to turn lights down as well as the proposal to turn some off.

30.
In principle I support the draft proposal, but would definitely suggest an annual review, at least after the first 2/3 years – in consultation with local residents and the police.

31.
In line with your policy of illuminating alleyways, could you please consider leaving streetlight No. 38 (between Nos. 175/177 Juniper Way) on all night. This may illuminate the whole alleyway through to Lavender Way. If not could light No. 11 also be left on?

32.
Subject to a field trial, plus ceasing if any serious disadvantage arose at anytime.

33.
A small percentage of lights should be left on (if practicably possible) in the interests of public safety.

34.
I suggest that in evenings that many people will be out after midnight e.g. New Year’s Eve, other festival days, lighting be provided at night-time (all the way through). Street lighting provides safety for pedestrians and light for cyclists anything which would endanger these should be considered with great influence. Motion sensors should be fitted to street lights to only activate when they detect a presence. A dual function where they are on permanently and then turn off and switch to motion detection and a certain time (e.g. 1am) would be better.

35.
An arbitrary midnight switch off is too early. There is no mention of areas surrounding public houses given that these may be licensed to 01.00hrs. Specifically, the area around The Baileys Court Inn has a spine road used by significant traffic well after midnight and several radiating footpaths both within Bradley Stoke and connecting with Stoke Gifford. Turning off street lighting at all in this area would be a mistake and at midnight probably dangerous. In these areas where partial lighting is agreed surely switching off alternate lights is a better option than complete darkness? Presumably this could be achieved by adjusting alternate light sensitive switches only.

36.
 There is a streetlight next to my house which lights my home/garden. I moved here also because felt secure/safer due to the light. If the light is off, I feel it would be very worrying. I have had people jump over garden wall before and so has neighbours in a nearby house. I do understand the need for turning them off, but we are also near a track where burglars etc. can use to advantage. I would be worried if this light has to go off midnight to dawn as my garden would be in darkness. Police helicopters are frequently searching the wooded area, and we are close to this. Please can this one stay on?

Bradley Stoke Town Council

Part-Night Street-Lighting Comments/Feedback from Residents
Option 3 – Do not support the proposals because
1.
It is way too dangerous for a person to get off the last bus and walk home in the pitch dark, apart from our home grown evil attackers, we now have the problem of all the foreigners going berserk, remember more than 50% of our prisons are filled with people who were not born here, and that’s in spite of the minute sentences the idiot judges hand out.

2. 
Over the years we have seen gradual improvements in our environment and we cannot see why we should forfeit a service that we already pay for, for a promise that the money will be spent on something we do not agree with. The lack of lighting will encourage criminals to use the dark as a cover. There will be an increase in road accidents because motorists will have limited vision in low visibility. The cost to householders will increase because they will be forced to fund security lighting to provide peace of mind. 

3. 
Street lighting is really important to me - it makes me feel safer - without the lighting which is right outside my house I would feel vulnerable.  It is a proven fact from the police that burglaries are less likely to take place in well lit areas.  Please do not switch the lights out I am sure that for the elderly this is also really important.

4.
I don’t want residential areas to be unlit during the hours of darkness increasing the risk of crime and potentially increasing house insurance. I travel and work during the hours suggested and would feel less safe doing so if my route and path was unlit.

5.
I am concerned for my safety and the safety of my house and vehicle.  If street lighting is to be turned off between 12 and 5 then criminals will take this as an opportunity to break into cars and houses.  I am going to feel very vulnerable if I am left in complete darkness with god knows who lurking outside.  Crime rates already appear to be on the increase in Bradley Stoke.  It's all very well monitoring crime rates before and after but once someone’s house or car has been broken into it's too late.  I thought street lighting was one of the things my council tax went towards.  Are you going to give me a partial refund if this proposal goes ahead?

6.
We have only 1 street light the area that I live therefore it will mean less security and easier for house break ins.  Also if this is the case then I presume this also means a partial refund in our council tax.  Definitely this needs to be thought through carefully as people working various shifts etc., will be very vulnerable.  

7.
It's clearly a risk to the safety of residents who live in the area. There are many people who work unsociable hours and are likely to return home to dark streets in the early hours, particularly women. It would undoubtedly increase crime levels in the area too. If the decision to go ahead with this is made I will campaign rigorously against it and will gather support from the thousands of residents affected. A totally ridiculous way of trying to tighten the purse strings and totally and utterly unacceptable!

8.
It will attract unwanted crime in the area

9.
Crime levels may go up. I have already had my car broken into in Bradley Stoke and I feel that the risk will be increased if there is limited street lighting.

10.
It will increase the risk of crime and make people feel less safe.

11.
Of safety issues, I feel this is very important before anything else...the safety of people is paramount, darkened places will bring in more crime and car accidents. 

12.
In my view, it is like going back to medieval ages when periodical night lighting was common. By taking away the full night street-lighting the council is suggesting that everyone should be indoors by a certain time of the evening, as, in the dark, any suspicious or malevolent person would be set free menacing other's safety and property. It also suggests some kind of discrimination against those who work in the evening and finish their shift in the middle of the night (e.g. bar workers). How could they feel safe walking back home in the middle of the darkness?! All citizens who pay taxes should be able to expect at least that much of luxury (?!) of security , otherwise...what makes the UK any different from a poor country?? That idea, in my opinion, is an absolute madness and do not understand how could people even consider this as an option. This country is not exactly famous for its safety and security (not even mentioning the anti-social behaviour) so why risking citizens  ' life further more???

13.
It would increase the likelihood of crime in areas where the street lighting is reduced. In addition there would be a far higher likelihood of an accident, which would cost more than any saving.

14.
Your proposed and ill thought out plans mean that our side street among many more quiet side streets will lose dead of night lighting - this is an open invitation to an increase in crime, burglary and the like, an obvious time to prowl around unseen. Don't do it!

15.
I'd feel less safe with no street lighting.

16.
Having studied the printed PDFs, I see that I mis-took the shaded areas for lights to be switched off rather than left on (this is not clearly shown!).  Whilst this overcomes many of the objections I raised, the overall points I have raised remain valid, in that I would not be able to find a safe, direct, lit route home from south Bradley Stoke. Furthermore, this will make the area less safe and encourage crime. Overall, I feel that the high level of council tax that I pay should ensure at least a basic level of service from the council - by switching off these lights to make small cost savings you are going to compromise my safety.  And the alternative?  I and many others will have to resort to driving or hiring taxis - defeating the principle of your 'carbon reduction initiative'... perhaps build a few less cycle lanes (that cyclists rarely use) instead!

I think that this will potentially nead to accidents - cars tend to speed in the small hours when little traffic is around , and there is a risk that pedestrians making their way home will be endangered (a) by cars, (b) by not being able see, (c) risk of crime. I note that the proposals include switching off lights in most of Brackendene and Ferndene (around a sharp bend).  An additional concern is that this will encourage burglaries and make it extremely difficult for people to make their way home on foot.  The bridge and adjacent paths over Brook Way also appear to have been included.  Large parts of Dewfalls Drive and Wheatfield Drive, together with interconnecting paths (enclosed alleyways that your guideline say should remain lit) are also included. A path leading south from Diana Gardens to Three Brooks Walk is also included, along with one leading north to it from Bluebells. Most of Bluebells, Webbs Wood Road, Baileys Court Road and a subway near Huckley Way (under Winterbourne Road) are all included. (this subway is not especially well lit at the moment and must surely class as an enclosed alleyway to remain lit?)When visiting friends in south Bradley Stoke, I use these routes after midnight and often pass other 
pedestrians using them.  The plans will make it very difficult to find a safe, lit route home. Overall, I feel that the high level of council tax that I pay should ensure at least a basic level of service from the council - by switching off these lights to make small cost savings you are going to compromise my safety.  And the alternative? I and many others will have to resort to driving or hiring taxis - defeating the principle of your 'carbon reduction initiative'... perhaps build a few less cycle lanes (that cyclists rarely use) instead!

17.
(a) There is every likelihood that lack of street lighting could lead to increased crime particularly burglary, muggings and assaults.

(b)Bradley Stoke is a town of young people. Midnight is not late at their age to be walking home and the Town Council has a duty to provide a safe environment for their journeys home. This will be difficult if there is no street lighting after midnight. 

18.
Switching the lights off will have an intolerable safety implications.

19.
The savings are small yet the risks due to increased crime could be high, Other savings could be – reduce energy use at work, do we need green bin collection every other week in the winter.
20.
Too many lights are already out with faults in general. Time taken to fix is too long. At least 50% of lights should remain on at after dusk times to prevent crime.

21.
We do not live in the country, we live in a town and as such, should be able to move around as we wish. You are in effect imposing a Curfew i.e. home before midnight especially for pedestrians. The money you would save is minor compared to the freedom of movement and safety of person and property.

22.
We do not support the proposals to turn off street lighting at any time of the night. We really feel that it would encourage burglaries (we have been victims in the past, not here). People around here work all different hours, some coming in at the early hours (not safe).

23.
I would not feel safe at night in my own home (returning to home in dark/going out in dark – limited as 12.00 – 5.00am, so rare). It would increase my level of fear to an unacceptable level. I would literally dread that street light being switched off – I take comfort in it being on. I currently have a street light directly outside my house which provides light to make me feel safe. I would not feel safe if the streetlight outside my house was switched off whilst we were asleep inside. I wish to keep my house + garden + the road outside well lit + our house needs to be as secure as possible. Also – in general I feel it gives more opportunities for crime such as burglary.
24.
Huge concerns as it will encourage house burglaries, car crime and anti-social behaviour on the streets, as well as putting people in danger by car incidents and personal attacks on those walking home from late night functions. If anything how about every other light, or third light or one side of the road only going off. Put safety before money.
25.
As a person who walks home from a local railway station, I find the proposal outrageous and dangerous. Surely, the lights should come on automatically as soon as dusk begins and you should keep it this way. People’s safety is paramount. You cannot put a price on people’s safety. If your scheme goes ahead, people will be walking home in the dark! This is not a way to save money – endangering people’s security + safety, in the end lives!
26. 
If I had to walk at night in a residential neighbourhood without street lighting, I think it would be fair to say, I would be really scared. Also, I would not like members of my family or other neighbours to have it feel this way. If in the past it was deemed necessary to have street lighting; why, suddenly, is it not now required? Isn’t this a step backwards? Perhaps on more major roads, where there would be passing traffic to somewhat allay the fears of pedestrians: the distance between lights ‘on’ could be increased – saving money and emissions. If this part-night street-lighting plan is implemented and I have no doubt it will be; I have a concern regarding a particular road junction in Bradley Stoke. It is the junction of Three Brooks lane with Hawkins Crescent. This junction is not understood by many motorists in the daylight hours, so what chance when it is dark?

Bradley Stoke Town Council

Part-Night Street-Lighting Comments/Feedback from Residents
Option 4 – Any other comments
IN SUPPORT

1.
Great idea! Some other benefits of this scheme are:

Light pollution is bad for nocturnal animals.

I sleep better in the dark, (the darker the better) I expect I am not alone in this, so there may be health benefits too.

Anyone interested in watching the sky at night will also appreciate this. (Not normally an interest of mine, but the recent night of meteor showers would have been much improved by a 'lights-out' night)

IN SUPPORT IN PRINCIPLE 

2.
I support the proposals in principle, provided any effect on crime is well monitored.

3.
I am basically in agreement with the proposals but consider strict monitoring of crime levels should be maintained.
NOT IN SUPPORT

4.
As a person living alone in Bradley Stoke I was very concerned to read that there are plans to turn off the street lights off at night, I choose to live in Bradley Stoke as I see it as safe area, can you advise if you have consulted the police on this matter and their views as I can see that no street lighting in Bradley Stoke would see a rise in crime e.g. Break in's etc... if this is to go ahead I would be considering moving to another area.

5.
The number of street lights already not working is out of order. At 20.00hrs please check and fix all lights first. We need more street lighting, since the poor maintenance of the footpaths & roads in the area. Plus the broken glass already on the footpaths never cleared up will put every one at greater risk plus the lack of police in Bradley Stoke.
OTHER COMMENTS
6.
My home does not seem to be covered on the map, however for the last week there has been no lights on. Whilst I do admit that not all the courtyard lights are needed, turning all of them off has created an extremely dark area, even going out to the car is a difficulty! I also had a delivery this week at 9pm and it was not very easy to do in the darkness. 

7.
I would also like to put forward another, which would in the long run reduce your carbon footprint and mine, this is to switch off the traffic lights on the Aztec and Almondsbury roundabouts between the hours of 19:00 & 06:00. My argument for this is partly a selfish one, as I cannot grasp the concept of stopping on an empty roundabout, this would in turn reduce my fuel consumption as it common knowledge that vehicles use more fuel accelerating from a standstill. I start work early morning and under your proposal I would be 
leaving my house in pitch black this I find not acceptable as part of my council tax is used for amenities such as street lighting, does this mean I will have a rebate?, probably not it will go up. I also have concerns over the monitoring system to compare a before and after recorded crime figures. Does this mean that if I am not in a crime area and my House or car is subjected to a criminal act, I would be able to claim compensation from the council, probably not!  Don't get me wrong I am all for saving money & reducing our carbon footprint, but it seems to be at our expense. I would look forward to a reply.

8.
Is it possible to turn off every other street light so as streets are not totally blacked out?
