
South Gloucestershire Council 
Services Main Switchboard 
Number: 
01454 868686

Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre  
01454 867050

Bradley Stoke Library 
01454 865723

Dog Warden 
01454 868000

Education - General Enquiries 
01454 863333

Streetcare* 
01454 868000

SORT IT!* 
01454 868000

Travellers 
01454 864299

Trading Standards
08454 040506

The nearest SORT IT!* Centre 
(Civic Amenity Site) to Bradley 
Stoke is at Station Road, Little Stoke

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday  
Gates Open 8.00am 
Gates Closed 4.15pm

Saturday & Bank Holidays  
Gates Open 8.00am 
Gates Closed 4.00pm

Sunday  
Gates Open 9.00am 
Gates Closed 1.00pm  

Directions

From the Aztec West roundabout 
travel south towards Bristol on 
the A38. When approaching the 
fl yover fi lter left, and then turn 
left at the traffi c lights into Gipsy 
Patch Lane. Shortly you pass under 
a narrow railway bridge - turn 
left immediately afterwards into 
Station Road. The SORT IT!* site is 
half a mile ahead, on your right

*South Gloucestershire Council has 
established a Helpdesk to deal with 
“Streetcare” and SORT IT! related 
telephone calls and messages, 
including waste management 
services. Residents need only call 
one number (01454 868000) to 
access help and information about 
the Council’s waste management 
and other services (eg litter, 
fl y-tipping, street lighting, 
highways and public open spaces). 

Others

Filton Airfi eld Complaints Lines 
0117 969 3831 & 0117 936 4595
(For any problems arising from the airfi eld)

Filton Police – Community Beat 
Offi ce Direct Line 
0117 945 4835

Police Community Support Offi cer 
(Jason Green)    
0779 5390262    

Pet search (Lost/Found Pets)
0117 949 2774

Sofa Project 
(Furniture Recycling Charity) 
0117 9543567

Members Of Parliament 
Dr. Doug Naysmith MP (Lab) covers 
the southern part of Bradley Stoke and 
may be contacted at Unit 7, Greenway 
Business Centre, Doncaster Road, 
Southmead, Bristol BS10 5PY or 
tel: 0117 950 2385, Fax: 0117 950 5302.

Mr. Steve Webb MP (Lib Dem) covers 
the northern part of Bradley Stoke and 
may be contacted at Poole Court, Poole 
Court Drive, Yate, Bristol BS37 5PP, or 
tel: 01454 322100.

Bradley Stoke Town Council
Bradley Stoke Town Council came 
into being on 1 April 1992.  There are 
some 13,755 on the current Register of 
Electors and 15 elected Councillors in 
fi ve Wards.  Four Town Councillors  are 
also Members of South Gloucestershire 
Council.  Councillor Jo Byron is one 
of our representatives for the South 
Gloucestershire Council Ward of 
Baileys Court, but does not sit on 
the Town Council.

Elected Councillors
CHAIR: 
Councillor Ronnie Conway-Haskins

VICE CHAIR: 
Councillor Sandra Hobson

PRESS SPOKESPERSON: 
Councillor Julian Barge

TOWN COUNCIL
John Ashe, Julian Barge*, 
Ronnie Conway -Haskins (Chair), 
Dr David Gladstone, Adam Haskins, 
Sandra Hobson* (Vice Chaair), 
Robert Jones, Christopher Lees*, 
David Pickwell, Mary Prescott, 
John Samways, Karen Sanders, 
Geoffrey Stobbart, Heather Williams, 
Jon Williams*,    

*  Also a Member of South 
Gloucestershire Council.

Meetings
As well as Full Council, there are Standing 
Committees for Planning, Environment 
& Amenities and Finance & Leisure.  
All Council and Standing Committee 
meetings are open to the public and the 
press.  At any of these meetings electors 
of the Parish may ask questions during 
public question time.  Times of meetings 
are posted on Council’s notice boards.

Grant Aid
Bradley Stoke Town Council has allocated 
a sum of money each year for grant aid to 
be awarded for small projects that benefi t 
the local community (maximum grant is 
£400.00).  All applications are considered 
on their merits.  Application forms may be 
obtained from the BSTC Offi ce.

Councillor Surgeries
Councillor Surgeries are held on the 
fi rst Saturday of each month between 
10.00am & 12 noon at Bradley Stoke 
Leisure Centre for community residents 
to speak to their Councillors.

Useful 
Telephone 
Numbers 

The Town Council welcomes your comments and opinions.  Please make your views 
known via the Clerk.  Correspondence for Council and Councillors may be sent to:

David Chandler, Town Clerk, Bradley Stoke Town Council, 7 The Courtyard, 
Woodlands, Bradley Stoke, South Glos, BS32 4NQ
Telephone: (01454) 868080 Fax: (01454) 868084 E-mail: town.clerk@bradleystoke.gov.uk

Further Information

Academic Year 2006/7

Term 1:

Monday 4th September 2006
Friday 20th October 2006

Term 2:

Wednesday 1st November 2006
Tuesday 19th December 2006

Term 3:

Wednesday 3 January 2007
Friday 16th February 2007

Term 4:

Monday 26th February 2007
Wednesday 4th April 2007

Term 5:

Thursday 19th April 2007
Friday 25th May 2007

Term 6:

Monday 4th June 2007
Wednesday 25th July 2007

ChildLine

ChildLine is the free 24-hour helpline 
for children and young people in the 
UK. Children and young people can 
call the helpline on 0800 1111 about 
any problem, at any time day or night.

Blood Doning

Held @ The Brook Way Activity
Centre Dates and Times

8th September 06  

13:30 to 15:15 & 17:00 to 19:15

6th October 06     

13:30 to 15:15 & 17:00 to 19:15

3rd November 06   

13:30 to 15:15 & 17:00 to 19:15

1st December 06  

13:30 to 15:15 & 17:00 to 19:15

Friday 29 September

MCMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Brook Way Activity Centre
9.30am until 1.00pm

Every cup counts! 

Join the World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning on 29 September and help 
people affected by cancer.   We have 
registered to hold our coffee morning 
at the Brook Way Activity Centre from 
9.30am until 1.00pm.  All you need to do 
is come and join us and make a donation 
for the coffee you drink.  There might 
even be some home made cakes.  We 
also hope that there will be some craft 
work on display.

Friday 13 October

PDSA BOOK SALE AND 
COFFEE MORNING
Brook Way Activity Centre
9.30am until 1.00pm    

                        
We are hoping that the third community 
coffee morning being held at Brook Way 
will also be a successful book sale as we 
have registered for the PDSA Big Book 
Fetch and will be having a book sale 
during the coffee morning.  If you have 
any clean books that you would like to 
donate to the sale please drop them off 
at the Bradley Stoke Jubilee Centre, the 
Brook Way Activity Centre or the BSTC 
Offi ce (address as below).
If anyone would like to help out at either 
of the coffee mornings then please contact 
the BSTC Offi ce or ring Corrina Wood on  
01454 867076.

Sunday 5 November

BRADLEY STOKE ANNUAL 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY   
Bradley Stoke Jubilee Centre
Gates open 4.30 - fi reworks at 6pm

Hot drinks and food available at 4.30. 

Please ring the BSTC Offi ce 
for further details.   

Saturday 18 November

INTER-FAITH EVENT
Bradley Stoke Jubilee Centre
11.00am until 2.00pm

We are happy to report the success of 
the fi rst inter-faith event that was 
organised by Southern Brooks 
Community Partnership in July in 
Patchway. These inter-faith events 
are being organised to help foster 
understanding and acceptance 
within our community of people from 
different faiths.  On November 18th 
there’s an event at the Jubilee Centre, 
from 11 – 2pm.  There will be lots 
of things for the whole family to do, 
and the opportunity to fi nd out about 
many different faith groups. The theme 
for this one is the Islamic faith.
If you’d like more information please 
ring Munira on 01454 868570.

Sunday 10 December

MAYOR’S CHILDREN’S EVENT
Brook Way Activity Centre
Time to be advised

Please ring the BSTC Offi ce for 
further details.    
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In this issue

Bradley Stoke 
- A History

See Page 3

Three Brooks 
Local Nature Reserve

See Page 4

Walking for Health
See Page 5

Easter Eggstravaganza
See Page 7

Festival Success 2006
See Page 8

Upcoming Events
McMillan Coffee Morning

PDSA Book Sale and 
Coffee Morning

Bradley Stoke annual 
fi reworks display   

Inter-faith Event

Mayor’s Children’s Event

See Page 12

 Bradley Stoke Town Council, 
7 The Courtyard, Woodlands, 

Bradley Stoke, South Glos, BS32 4NQ

Telephone: (01454) 868080 

Fax: (01454) 868084 

E-mail: 
town.clerk@bradleystoke.gov.uk

In The Parish Councillor’s Guide (18th 
Ed. Shaw & Sons, 2003) it is written that 
Parish or Town Councils “are some of the 
great survivors among our governmental 
institutions.  They were the only councils 
not abolished by the Local Government 
Act 1972, albeit reconstituted as 
community councils in Wales, and 
have now been in existence for more 
than 108 years.  Long may they prosper 
as an admirable example of the 
benefi ts to our governmental system 
of local decision-making by elected 
representatives of the people.”

In Bradley Stoke there are fi ve Town 
wards, each returning three members to 
the Town Council, making 15 Councillors 
in all.  If you wish to stand for one of 
these seats you should either contact the 
party organisation of your choice or, 

if you wish, stand as an independent 
and ‘go it alone’.

Bradley Stoke Town Council offers no 
remuneration for serving the community 
in this way.  Certain expenses are payable 
but it is no path to wealth or even glory.  
Nominations forms will be available in 
due course from the Returning Offi cer of 
South Gloucestershire Council; to whom 
they should be returned on completion.

From the 15 Councillors who will form 
Bradley Stoke Town Council will be drawn 
standing committees to advise on Finance 
& Leisure, and Planning, Environment 
& Amenities.  As the statutorily elected 
body, Councillors also represent the 
interests of the community on numerous 
other committees and organisations in 
and around the Town.

Continued on next page u
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Bradley Stoke Town 

Thursday 3 May 2007 is the date of the next local 
elections when all seats for membership of Bradley Stoke 
Town Council fall vacant.  Becoming a Town Councillor 
is one way of serving your community at local level and 
taking part in the decision-making process of all aspects 
of Town life that can have a lasting effect.

Bradley Stoke has good cause to celebrate as next 
year - 2007 - will be a year of quadruple celebration 
for Bradley Stoke Town Council.  Continued on page 11 u

Bradley Stoke Celebrates
Anniversary 2007

2007 Elections. 
Why not stand for it?

To All Residents

Hello to you all!  I cannot believe that I 
have been in offi ce now for over three 
months!  The Summer Festival was a great 
success and the weather was kind to us.  A 
good number of people were at the Jubilee 
Centre on the Saturday despite England 
playing a World Cup match and several 
other local events taking place.

Plans are already well underway for next 
year’s Community Events, which will mark 
the 20th year of the fi rst house being 
built in Bradley Stoke, the 15th year of 
the Town Council, the 10th year of the 
fi rst Community Building and Football 
Pitches (the old Blue Hut for those who 
can remember that), and the 5th year of 
the festival.  We hope to make this a truly 
celebratory year!!

The Bailey’s Court redevelopment is due 
to be presented for planning approval in 
September and, all being well, we should 
see the start of this work before Christmas.  
The hope is that this will be fi nished 
around April 2007.

The new Town Centre plans are also due to 
go to planning before the end of the year 
so it looks likely that the much-needed 
Town Centre will commence construction 
in the very near future.

I would encourage anyone who has any 
ideas for next year’s events, including the 
Community Festival or indeed, for any 
event which could be organised in the 
course of the year to contact the Town 
Council Offi ces.  As the people of Bradley 
Stoke, it is your Anniversary Year!!

Kind Regards
Ronnie Conway-Haskins - Mayor

Message from the Mayor

ANNIVERSARY YEAR

2007



Councillor 
Jon Williams
It was 20 years ago and I was one of 
a group of local residents who had 
formed the Bradley Stoke Community 
Association. We were campaigning 
for small things like post codes for 
the new homes, letter and phone 
boxes and bigger things like health 
facilities and a leisure centre. One of 
the major campaigns carried out by the 
association was to create a single parish 
for the town which was at that time split 
between Almondsbury, Patchway, Stoke 
Gifford and Winterbourne parishes. This 
was a successful campaign and elections 
for the new council were held in May 
1992.  All of those involved with the 
community association executive were 
elected and formed the new Bradley 
Stoke Parish Council.A lot has changed 
since then, including my election as 
a South Gloucestershire Councillor in 
1995. However, the purpose of the 
Parish (now Town) Council remains; 
To promote and develop the interests 
and diversity of our vibrant community.  
Being a local Councillor isn’t about 
being a local celebrity, it’s about 
building community spirit, it’s about 
helping local people to sort out their 
problems, it’s about representing the 
views of residents so that their voice 
is heard.

I am the only founder member of the 
council left and over the past 15 years a 
lot of very different people have taken 
on the role of Councillor and as a team I 
like to think we have made a difference 
in the town by helping groups to make 
things happen, by providing new 
facilities and by being the catalyst for 
the community events. We have built 
community centres, supported youth 
development schemes, given many 
thousands of pounds in grant aid to 
assist local groups, commented on 
thousands of planning applications and 
organised the community festivals and 
fi rework displays which take place in the 
town each year.

The Town Council is the “Grass Roots” 
of local government and gives those 
fortunate enough to become a 
Councillor, the opportunity to translate 
their ideas for the town into reality. 
Obviously, it’s not always that easy, but 
if it’s worth doing, it’s worth the time 
taken to do it.  Politics exists on the 
Town Council, with all the 3 main parties 
represented. However, although many 
councilors are there under a political 
banner, decisions are made on the basis 
of what’s best for the town and not a 
political ideology. 

Have YOU ever thought about 
becoming a Town Councillor? No, why 
not? It’s a very rewarding job. It takes 

about 4-5 hours a week to do the job 
effectively and training is provided.  
If you are interested in becoming a 
Town Councillor, or would just like to 
know a little more about the role, then 
contact The Clerk, David Chandler for an 
informal chat on 01454 868080. 

Councillor 
David Gladstone  
Dr David Gladstone has lived in 
Bradley Stoke since early 1990 when 
he moved here from Canada with 
his wife Margaret.  At that time he 
was employed as an engineer and 
scientist by a unit of British Aerospace 
that developed security systems and 
detection equipment.  He continued 
in the same line of business until the 
“Good Friday Agreement” and IRA 
cessation presented an opportunity to 
rethink his career.

His general interest in the environment 
and the need to match aspiration with 
relevant qualifi cations sent him to 
Cranfi eld University to study for an MSc.   
With these qualifi cations and an interest 
in computers and training he has 
developed multimedia enhancements 
for a number of environmental and 
health & safety training programmes 
produced at the Create Centre in Bristol.  
He combines this activity with on-line 
tutor support for LearnDirect where he 
supports a variety of courses including 
the popular European Computer 
Driving Licence.  He provides part-time 
IT tuition at a school in Bristol for 
children who have been excluded from 
full time education.

David has a wide range of hobbies and 
activities.  He has kept bees since about 
the time that he moved to Bradley 
Stoke and is now the Chairman of 
Bristol Beekeepers which is a branch 
of Avon Beekeepers Association and 
is a registered charity.  The charitable 
mandate requires increasing public 
knowledge and awareness of bees and 
their importance to the environment.  
David has set up a team to bring 
beekeeping displays to schools, festivals 
and fetes as well as talks to groups and 
organisations.  David’s other passion 
is for Great Danes and he is often seen 
walking a pair of these large dogs 
around the remaining open spaces 
in Bradley Stoke.  Both of his Danes 
were rescued from the Daneline rescue 
centre in Bristol and David manages 
the website for daneline.co.uk and 
forwards the enquiries to the group’s 
organisers.  David joined Bradley Stoke 
Council in 2005 as a way of applying 
his management and environmental 
experience to return a little to the 
community of Bradley Stoke where is 
has lived for 16 years.  He is an active 
member of the Planning, Environment 

and Amenities Committee as well 
as representative on the Library, 
Environment, Heritage and Twinning 
committees and governor of Bowslands 
Primary School.  His work with these 
groups has led to another venture by 
working with Age Concern of Thornbury 
to provide IT tuition through the local 
library network.

With all of these interests and activities 
David Gladstone is busy person but as 
the adage says “if you want something 
done, ask as busy person”.  He will 
always fi nd time to lend an ear or steer 
a resident towards a solution. 

Councillor 
Robert Jones
Robert is one of Bradley Stoke’s 
newest councillors having joined the 
Town Council in March 2006 when 
he was co-opted to fi ll one of two 
vacancies. He represents the Manor 
Farm ward and sits as a Conservative 
councillor.  On election Robert told 
his local neighbourhood watch group 
“I am delighted to be given this 
opportunity to serve our community. 
Bradley Stoke is a great place to live 
and I hope to help make it 
even better.”

Having grown up in Herefordshire 
Robert fi rst moved to the South West 
to attend the University of Exeter from 
where he graduated in 2002 with a 
degree in Economics and Politics, 
before spending a year in Brussels as 
an intern at the European Parliament.  
In 2003 he joined the Private Client 
department of accountancy fi rm 
KPMG at their Temple Street offi ce in 
Bristol and moved to Bradley Stoke 
where he lives with his fi ancée, a 
secondary school English teacher, who 
he met at University. They are getting 
married next August.

Robert has recently passed the 
Chartered Institute of Taxation’s 
Chartered Tax Adviser examination 
and reckons his knowledge of the UK 
tax system is highly relevant to local 
politics. “Our council tax precept may 
only be a small fraction of all the tax 
we pay but that doesn’t mean we 
as a council shouldn’t deliver value 
for money.”  At 25 Robert is one of 
the youngest members of the Town 
Council and feels that it is important 
for members of the community of 
all ages to get involved in shaping 
Bradley Stoke for the future.  “The 
Town Council regularly discusses 
matters of particular relevance to the 
younger residents of Bradley Stoke 
but all too often it is their voices 
that are heard the least. I encourage 
people of all ages to take an active 
role in their community”.  

2007 Elections. 
Why not 
stand for it?
u Continued from front page 

Next year is the 20th anniversary 
of the start of the Town, the 15th 
anniversary since the Town Council 
was formed, the 10th anniversary 
since the Town Council’s fi rst 
community centre (The Blue Hut) 
was opened and the 5th year of the 
Community Festival.  It is also the 
year in which it is hoped a major 
new building at Baileys Court Activity 
Centre will be opened and a range 
of outdoor facilities installed on the 
Jubilee Green.  All the house building 
is virtually completed; the secondary 
Community School has successfully 
completed its fi rst academic year; 
and plans for the new retail centre 
at the heart of the Town have been 
submitted for approval that should 
become a reality at the end of 2008.  
In all there can be no better time to 
play a leading role in shaping the 
community of the future.

The following paragraphs indicate 
some of the requirements for holding 
offi ce as a Councillor, although they 
should not be taken as carrying any 
legal authority.  They apply equally to 
men and women.

You would be elected for a term of 
four years.  You must be aged 21 years 
or over, be a British subject, a citizen 
of the Irish Republic or a citizen of a 
member state of the European Union 
and be a local government elector of 
the Town; or a person who (a) has, 
during the whole of the 12 months 
before nomination as a candidate, 
occupied land or other premises as 
owner or tenant in the Town, or (b) 
has, during the same period, resided 
in that area or within three miles 
of it, or (c) has, during the same 
year period, had your principal or 
only place of work in that area.  
As a newly elected Town Councillor, 
you must sign a declaration of offi ce 
and agree to abide by the approved 
code of conduct and make written 
declarations of any interests that 
may be relevant to your position 
as a Councillor.

A person is disqualifi ed from being 
elected or being a member of a Town 
Council if he or she has, within fi ve 
years before or since their election, 
been convicted of a crime, and 
received a sentence of imprisonment 
(whether suspended or not) for a 
period of not less than three months 
without the option of a fi ne, or has 
been adjudged a bankrupt, or holds 
any paid offi ce within the gift of the 
Council or by any employee of the 
Council, or is disqualifi ed under 
the provisions relating to corrupt 
or illegal practices.

If, as a prospective candidate, you 
have any party political affi liation, 
you should contact your local party 
offi ce for further information on being 
selected as a candidate; or you can 
stand as an independent representing 
any schemes or manifesto you wish 
to promote.

Certain deadlines have to be met of 
course, in order for you to qualify in 
time for your name to be included on 
the ballot paper on the actual polling 
day.  South Gloucestershire Council 
(01454 868686) is best placed to 
advise you. 

Thoughts from three 
Bradley Stoke town 
councillors on being 
a town councillor 
from being in at the very start 
and to being new recruits  Councillor 

Jon Williams
Councillor 
David Gladstone

Councillor 
Robert Jones
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The name ‘Bradley Stoke’ was chosen in 
1984, deriving from Bradley Brook and 
Stoke Brook that fl ow through the area.  
The word ‘Stoke’ originates from Stoche, 
which indicated a place of human 
settlement or dependent farmstead, a 
‘stake’ in the land.  Bradley Brook is the 
brook or bourne that gives its name 
to the neighbouring Winterbourne, 
indicating an intermittent stream that 
fl ows in winter but dries up in summer.  
However, Rudder, writing in his New 
History of Gloucestershire (1779) says 
there is no evidence of the brook 
running dry at any time of the year, so it 
is diffi cult to give a defi nitive derivation 
of the name.

Bradley Stoke is bounded by the 
straight lines of the M5 to the north 
and the M4 to the east, the more-or-less 
straight line of the B4057 in the south 
(known as the Winterbourne Road) 
where it borders Stoke Gifford, and 
by a meandering line along Orpheus 
and Braydon Avenues, various fi elds 
and bye-ways to the west where it 
borders Little Stoke and Patchway.  
The motorways were cut through the 
ancient parish of Almondsbury in the 
1960s and, apart from using up many 
acres of land in themselves, separated 
about 150 more acres from the main 
part of the Almondsbury parish which 
lies to the north of what is referred to 
as the “Almondsbury Interchange”.  This 
crossing of the M4 and M5 Motorways 
was the fi rst four-level interchange in 
Britain.  It was opened in 1966 and the 
architect was R E Slater.

Documentary evidence and place names 
suggest the locality was densely settled 
by the mediaeval period.  The inclusion 
of Stoke Gifford within the Domesday 
Survey of AD 1086 identifi es the 
presence of an established late Saxon, or 
earlier settlement.  The parish is likely to 
have developed as part of an emerging 
pattern of agglomerated villages, with 
individual farmsteads spaced between 
them, associated with open fi eld 
cultivation.  It may have formed part 
of a larger estate prior to 1086 as the 
parish of Stoke Gifford contained the 
four hamlets of Stoke Gifford, Great 
Stoke, Little Stoke and Harry Stoke (and 
still does).  The occurrence of four stoche 
names may indicate that the parish 
was broken off from a larger, multiple 
estate at a date preceding the Domesday 
Survey. None of these stocs are 
contained within the present day Bradley 
Stoke although they still exist, much 
enlarged, alongside.  The neighbouring 
settlement of Over was in existence in 
1005, with Almondsbury documented 
in 1086, Hempton in 1248, Patchway in 
1276 and Woodlands in 1287.  Apart 
from a few isolated farms, however, it 
appears the area covered by present 
day Bradley Stoke largely escaped 
such settlement.  Only a few pre-1987 
dwellings still exist.  Most of the area 
was low-grade farmland and many of 
the farmers preferred to concentrate 
on dairy cattle rather than till the heavy 
clay soil.  A number of attractive natural 
features have been retained.  These 
include Savage’s Wood, Webb’s Wood 
and Sherbourne’s Brake, and four brooks 

where landscaped areas are being 
developed around them.

Bradley Stoke is virtually a 100% ‘green 
fi eld’ development and therefore, unlike 
many other new housing areas, has 
been planned on a largely self-standing 
basis, rather than being tagged on to 
an existing community.  In March 1987 
Sir John Cope, then MP for Northavon, 
cut the fi rst turf with a JCB excavator 
instead of the traditional spade.  The 
fi rst new home to be completed and 
occupied was on the John Mowlem 
Foxwood development (now part of the 
Stean Bridge Road area) on 16 October 
1987.  There was little publicity for 
this, but Ideal Homes organized a civic 
reception on 14 November 1987 for the 
fi rst new residents in the north of the 
Town on the Branson Court development 
(now the Pye Croft area).  Bradley Stoke 
really began to take shape in 1988, 
working towards some 8,500 houses, 
seven schools, playing fi elds, shops and 
social services.  Development began 
from the two ends of Bradley Stoke with 
the construction of major residential 
areas to the south near Stoke Gifford 
and to the north near Almondsbury.  By 
starting to build from both ends it was 
possible to reach the new houses from 
existing roads, which obviated the need 
for all the infrastructure of roads to be 
in place before the housing developers 
could see a return on their investment.  
Bradley Stoke had been planned as one 
development around a single Centre 
so the two areas would gradually grow 
towards each other to meet in the 

middle. As a private sector development 
there was no money available to build 
an infrastructure before house building 
began. From earliest days, Bradley Stoke 
Community Association lobbied for the 
formation of a Parish Council. In due 
course new parish boundaries were 
set to be effective from 1 April 1992. A 
Parish Council was elected on 19 March 
1992 consisting of 13 parish councillors 
(there were 39 names on the ballot 
paper!) who then appointed a Clerk.  
Within a few months, at its meeting 
on 27 May 1992, the Parish Council 
decided to redesignate itself as a Town 
Council to refl ect the projected size of 
the population and the rapid expansion 
of the town. This gave the Chair the 
option to call him or herself a Mayor - a 
choice not extended to Parish Councils 
for some unknown reason - but in all 
other respects there is no difference at 
all between parish and town councils.  
There are now 15 Town Councillors and 
fi ve South Gloucestershire Councillors 
representing Bradley Stoke.  A precept of 
£100,000 was allocated to the new Town 
Council by Northavon District Council 
in the fi rst year.  In addition, a sum of 
£150,000 was transferred by agreement 
from Almondsbury Parish Council under 
the Northavon (Parishes) Order, 1991.  
About 150 acres of land now included 
in the north of Bradley Stoke, and more 
than half the residents of the Parish of 
Almondsbury, became part of the new 
Parish of Bradley Stoke at that time.

By David Chandler
Town Clerk

Bradley Stoke - A History
Origins and Boundaries

Please contact David Chandler on 01454 868080 or Corrina Wood 
on 01454 867076 if you would be interested in forming a Local History 
Group or in attending any meetings of a Local History Group.  
We already have a degree of interest. 

Bradley Stoke is a large new town development for which plans were fi rst published 
in 1982.  It consists of about 1000 acres of land that incorporate 650 acres for 
residential housing, 96 acres for light industrial and commercial employment in the 
north, 163 acres of public open space, 15 acres for the Town Centre, 20 acres for the 
Leisure/Sports complex and 56 acres for Schools, Health and other leisure facilities.  
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The woodlands and open 
spaces that make up the Three 
Brooks Local Nature Reserve 
provide a welcoming space for 
all of us to enjoy.  

It’s a valued space where we can walk, cycle 
or run, laugh and play.  It is also a space 
for our wildlife to thrive and provides an 
opportunity for us to get closer to nature.  
Whether its feeding the ducks down by the 
lake or spotting a fox running through the 
grass or listening to the tuneful song of 
the skylarks on the grassy tump or smelling 
the pungent scent of wild garlic growing in 
the woodlands there’s always something to 
awaken our senses. 

It’s amazing to think we all get into our 
cars or catch a bus to go for a walk in the 
countryside when within 500 metres of 
where we live there are bluebell woods, 
wildfl ower meadows, rambling brooks and 
newt ponds to explore.  That’s why a group 
of local people have got together to produce 
a new leafl et that’s being distributed to every 
household in Bradley Stoke.  The leafl et is 
downloadable from the reserve website 
(www.three-brooks.info) or can be picked up 
at the library or from the Town Council Offi ce.  

The leafl et contains a colourful aerial 
photograph taken last year and shows all of 
the reserve, which stretches from Pear Tree 
Roundabout eastwards to the Three Brooks 
Lake and then southwards to Sherbourne’s 
Brake near Baileys Court Road.  The reserve 
is protected from further development and 
all we ask from visitors is that it is treated 
with respect, to ensure everyone can enjoy 
this wildspace.

Throughout the year there are a number 
of walks that you can come along to and 
fi nd out more about the wildlife that lives 
in the reserve.  Bat walks, tree walks and 
Fungus Forays are planned for the Autumn. 
Alternatively pick up the new leafl et and go 
exploring yourselves

Hidden amongst the trees in 
Savage’s Wood is an old oak 
tree that stands tall and proud, 
calling out to be hugged!  Its 
girth is so big and its branches 
stretch out towards the sky.

This is one of a number of ‘veteran’ trees 
in the nature reserve, that have stood for 
hundreds of years, witnessing generations of 
people passing through the woods.  There are 
other features dotted around the town that 
hold tales of the past and as we celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the town being built next 
year what better time to celebrate our past as 
well.  After all its our heritage that has helped 
shape the community we live in. 

The Wild Roots project is looking for 
community groups and individuals who 
would like to explore and discover the 
hidden treasures of the town.  We hope to 
run activities and events that will include all 
sectors of our community and help celebrate 
our natural and cultural heritage.

The project is running for three years and 
is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
supported by South Gloucestershire Council 
and Bradley Stoke Town Council.  

If you belong to a community group which 
would like to get involved in the project then 
please get in touch by calling John Morris on 
01454 863581

 

Autumn is a great time for 
discovering wildlife, especially 
Fungi.  Mushrooms and 
toadstools grow in abundance 
in the reserve and whilst we 
know of many there’s always 
something new to spot.

If you fi nd something whilst out in the reserve 
that excites you we’d like to know about it. It 
might be a bird on the lake, or a plant on the 
tump or an insect in the woodland.  There are 
postcards available from the library that you 
can simply fi ll in and post to us.  We’d love 
to hear about the wildlife you have spotted 
as it helps build up a picture about our 
woodlands and grasslands.  The information 
you provide will help us manage the reserve 
for future generations.

Visit www.conservationcounts.info for 
further details

Fancy making a real difference 
to our local environment? Well 
every month a group of local 
residents get together for a day 
and help make Bradley Stoke 
a better place to live for local 
people and wildlife.

This small and happy band of volunteers has 
been working together for the last three years 
helping to conserve our woodlands and open 
spaces.  It’s a great way to meet new people, 
get fi t, learn new skills, have fun and make a 
difference.  This autumn and winter the group 
will be heading into Webb’s Wood, Savage’s 
Wood and Sherbourne’s Brake to continue 
the traditional woodland craft of coppicing.  
This is where hazel trees are cut to ground 
level in a rotational cycle to allow light into 
the wood to encourage bluebells and other 
spring fl owering plants.  The hazel quickly 
grows back to provide timber for fencing, 
bean sticks and fi rewood. 

Other conservation work includes meadow 
cutting, hedgelaying, pond restoration and 
wild fl ower planting. The group is free to 
join and actively welcomes new people.  
They meet at 10am and fi nish at 4pm on the 
fi rst Saturday of each month.  You just need to 
bring along some lunch as all the tools 
are provided.

It’s a great way to unwind and enjoy some 
fresh air.  The group welcomes people of 
all ages and abilities.  

Call John Morris on 01454 863581 for further 
details or visit the reserve website:www.
three-brooks.info  

 

 

There’s a new and fun way to get 
fi t and it doesn’t involve running 
on a treadmill looking at a TV 
screen or listening to an iPOD! 

Every Thursday members of the Green Gym 
limber up for a three hour get fi t session 
that’s run to help improve our health and 
the health of our local environment.  This 
national initiative is now being run in Bradley 
Stoke and is based within the Three Brooks 
Local Nature Reserve.  Each week volunteers 
undertake a gentle conservation task that 
entails bending and stretching.  It’s a great 
way to exercise without realising you’re 
actually exercising.  The sessions run from 
10am till 1pm every Thursday and are open to 
people of all ages and abilities.

For further details contact Jenny Darwin, 
BTCV on 0117 9291624

Three Brooks 
Local Nature Reserve

4 For more news on your community visit www.bradleystoke.gov.uk



Family Support worker Stacey Harvey 
has been providing one-to-one support 
for families and also working with 
parents in the town to set up a new 
toddler group – Jubilee Tots.  So now 
when babies are “too old” for Bouncing 
Babies, they have their own toddler 
group to go to.  Our family support 
work team is there to provide help for 
families who are having a diffi cult time 
– perhaps they’ve just moved into the 
area, or things have changed in their 
lives somehow and they need some 
help in getting back on track.  We can 
provide one-to-one support for a short 
period of time.  Stacey can be reached 
on 01454 867076

Community Development Worker 
Corrina Wood recently organised a 
successful coffee morning with the 
Town Council, and a second morning is 
planned as part of the “World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning” on 29 September 
to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  The coffee mornings aim to 
bring people together, get to know each 
other and fi nd out what new things 
people would like in the community.  
Ideas so far are

•  to set up a “friends” group for 
the local Doctors’ surgery

• a sewing group
• a local history group

So, if you’d like to get involved in any 
of these, or to fi nd out more about the 
coffee mornings, why not give Corrina a 
call on 01454 867076?

Corrina has been busy putting together 
a fl yer with information about toddler 
groups in Bradley Stoke.  It will be 
available on our website shortly.  Let her 
know if you’d like a copy, or if you’d like 
your group to be in it. If we’ve missed 
anything out please tell us.

In July we held an activity afternoon 
for 30 of the pupils at Bradley Stoke 
Community School and ran team 
building games and challenges.  The 
children had a great time, and want 
more!  We’ve been running after-school 
activities in some primary schools and 
from September we’ll be running more, 
at both primary and secondary schools. 

A date for your diary – March 7th next 
year!  We’re pleased to be working with 
the Town Council to hold an event for 
International Women’s Day 2007.  If you 
were there last year you’ll remember 
the hundreds of women that came and 
had a great time. If you’re interested 

in helping plan next year’s event, the 
fi rst meeting will be on Thursday 7 
September from 11 – 12 at the Jubilee 
Centre.  If you can’t make the meeting 
but would like to be involved please 
ring me

On 4 October, at the Bradley Stoke 
Jubilee Centre, we’re working with 
South Gloucestershire Boys’ and 
Men’s network to hold an event called 
“Bearably Uncomfortable”.  Aimed at 
people working with boys and men, 
there will be a range of workshops 
including Masculinity, Working with 
Boys and Young Men, Father Friendly 
Services and Men and Mental Health.  
We have a range of professionals 
coming in.  There is a charge of £15 for 
the session.  We are grateful to Bradley 
Stoke Town Council for supporting the 
event.  To book a place or for more 
information please ring 01454 868570

On 18 November we’re running an inter-
faith event, again at the Jubilee Centre, 
from 11 – 2pm.  There will be lots of 
things for the whole family to do, and 
the opportunity to fi nd out about many 
different faith groups.  This is the third 
of four events that we are organising 
this year, and each has focussed on 
different faiths.  The theme for this one 
is the Islamic faith.  If you’d like more 
information please ring Munira on 
01454 868570

We continue to run the Domestic Abuse 
support group, which meets weekly.  
We were really glad to be one of the 
Mayor’s Charities last year and this 
has provided much needed funding to 
help us continue the work.  If you are 
a women surviving domestic abuse 
and would like to talk with others in 
a similar situation, then please ring 
Jackie on 078 1203 2219.  If you leave a 
message she’ll send you a text to fi nd 
out when it’s a good time to ring you.  

Every year we have an annual general 
meeting, which is a chance to fi nd out 
about what we’ve been doing and 
our plans for the coming year.  We’re 
always looking for volunteers to join 
our management team.  We’re a charity, 
registered with the Charity Commission 
and about to become a Company 
Limited by Guarantee.  We are a “not 
for profi t” organisation so any money 
that we raise from grants is used solely 
to benefi t the community.  People on 
our management committee include 
local councillors, representatives of 
local groups, and people that live in 

the community and want to make a 
difference.  Our current Chair is Edna 
Faulkner, a resident who has lived in the 
town for the past 10 years.

 “It’s great being involved with the 
Partnership.  It’s given me a chance to 
meet other people and I feel like I’m 
making a difference in this community.  
I’m able to spend as much or as little time 
as I can spare and help out in various 
ways – sometimes practical things like 
helping with mailings and with a group 
for twins, and at other times attending 
meetings.  The committee meets about 
four times a year, normally in the 
evening.  I’d love more people who live in 
Bradley Stoke to be involved and would 
be happy to talk to you if you’d like 
more information.”

Why not come along to our AGM?  
It’s on Monday 13 November from 
7 – 9 pm and this year it’s at Patchway 
Community College.  We’ll be providing 
light refreshments so please let us 
know if you can come by ringing 
01454 868570.

We are a membership organisation; 
membership is free and open to any 
individual that lives within the area 
or group that meets in the area.  So, 
what’s in it for you?  The chance to get 
help with ideas for new activities, to 
be involved in community events and 
shaping the town that you live in.  It’s 
a chance to be proactive – if you want 
things to be different in Bradley Stoke, 
then we can probably work with you 
to do it!

We can provide practical help, like 
getting a new group off the ground, 
with publicity, constitutions, opening 
bank accounts etc.  We have a range 
of offi ce resources that groups can 
use at little or no cost, such as a 
colour photocopier, laminator, etc.  
We have lots of contacts with people 
in the community and within South 
Gloucestershire so if we can’t help we 
can usually “signpost” you to someone 
that can.  Membership forms can be 
downloaded from our website

Our website is regularly updated and 
includes a calendar of events.  If you 
would like to add your event, please 
contact Jackie Lewis.  Currently there are 
opportunities to join our team, working 
with the after school clubs and in the 
youth clubs.  

Check out our website, 
www.sbcommunitypartnership.org.uk 

Walking 
for Health
By Katie Reid

Walking to Health is a national 
initiative supported by the 
Countryside Agency and British 
Heart Foundation aiming to 
motivate people to get more 
physically active via walking.  
South Gloucestershire’s 
Walking to Health scheme 
has been running successfully 
for the past three years 
within Kingswood and 
surrounding areas, and 
I’m pleased to report that 
the new Filton, Bradley Stoke 
and Patchway initiative is 
enjoying the same success.

The two Health Check walks, which took 
place during July, proved to be a brilliant 
way for walkers to measure how fi t and 
healthy they are.  Walkers were able to 
have their blood pressure taken, hips 
and waists measured as well as receiving 
dietary advice and tips on healthy 
eating, all followed by a short walk.

The evening Bat Walks (all starting at 
the Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre) are 
also proving a complete success, with a 
record 35 people showing up to the 8th 
August evening walk.  It turned out to 
be a family event, with all ages enjoying 
Paul Humphreys enthusiastic led walk, 
even the Bats came out to see what all 
the fuss was about!!!  The next evening 
Bat Walk will take place at the earlier 
time of 6:15 pm on 22nd September, as 
it’s an earlier start we will fi nish around 
9pm (esp. for children back at school).

We are keen to gain new routes, work 
closely with the local community and 
train new volunteers.

For further information on the 
health walks or to provide any new 
routes please contact Katie Reid 
on 01454 863899

Southern Brooks 
Community Partnership By Julie Snelling

Local Residents enjoying a special 
one off Orienteering Walk around 
Stoke Gifford.  They had made their 
way to the Stoke Brook Park.  
The walk was led by Katie Reid, 
who took the photograph.   

Community Information • Community Information • Community Information • Community Information 

Southern Brooks Community Partnership, in partnership with Four Towns Play Association, 
provided free play sessions for children during August.  This year, we’ve run activity sessions 
every morning and afternoon in the town, and around 600 children have had a great time.  
The aim of the sessions has been to provide children with the opportunity to play, learn new 
skills and meet different kids.  We’ve had lots of phone calls from parents and grandparents 
saying they don’t know how they would have managed the summer without the Playscheme.
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Our biggest news is that we have been 
working with various local agencies to 
start Kick Start Sports. The organisation 
aims to encourage young people who 
may not go to regular sports clubs or 
participate in a physical activity or  a sport. 
Initially Kick Starts sports will be offering 
some taster sessions in various activities 
such as a Hip Hop session planned for 
Wednesday 20th Sept 7-9pm at Brook Way 
Community Centre. We are planning to 
run a basket ball, circuit and a martial arts 
session, from the feedback we get from 
the young people we will then plan 12 
sessions of their chosen activity.

Time away from the normal routine is 
always great.  We recently took some 
young people to the Brecon Beacons to 
learn  how to mix and write lyrics. The 
young people treated the youth workers to 
their cake making which was appreciated. 
On the Sunday we went Quad Biking which 
was great fun, the mud and rain made the 
experience more dramatic as the bikes 
were travelling at almost 90 degree angles. 

Alicia one of the youth club members is 
working with the youth work team to 
host a young people’s music night on 
November 28th at Baileys Court 7-9.30.  
Alicia performed her own songs at Bradley 
Stoke Festival.

Bradley Stoke Festival for the youth work 
team on the 3rd June kicked off with a 
football match at the Bradley Stoke Jubilee 
Centre.  We continued the football team 
by working with six young people to make 
a cyborg  Ronney and Beckham. With the 
aid of the wind and some volunteers they 
played football at the Festival. No mean 
feat with a infl atable ball and fi ve foot of 
puppet on your back!

For me, the skate park competition is 
always great fun. Young people said this 
year’s was the  best yet and they are 

requesting a bi-annual event so watch this 
space. I think the ambience was greatly 
improved by the performance of the 
following bands; Baby Beat Box, November 
Criminal, Lobotomies and SickWax. It gave 
the event a festival atmosphere with young 
people sitting on the bank listening to 
the music. The young people who use the  
skate park were involved in the planning 
of the event.

The youth work team would like to invite 
young people and parents to let us know 
how we can develop our services to meet 
the ever changing needs of the young 
people of Bradley Stoke. ruthcornish@sbco
mmunitypartnership.org.uk

Bradley Stoke Youth 
Development   August 2006  

The last six months have been fun with the team being 
able to offer a variety of activities for young people. 
We aim to put on activities with the young people that 
they enjoy and can explore hidden personal talents. 

The team run fi ve sessions a week in two centres and three 
sessions on the streets. This means we engage with young 
people where ever they are, this can involve conversations 
about life issues or sharing a BBQ.  

In April we ran a road safety course.  Seven young people 
took up the opportunity to discuss with the police and 
Driving Standard Agency issues to do with road safety. 
They were given a free driving lesson which I think they all 
benefi ted from, two of them went on to do their driving 
theory test. The course was supported with Community 
Safety and we are looking to repeat it next year.

By Ruth Cornish

Is that what we really sound like!!

Cyborg Beckham In Action

EACH WEEK WE HOLD THE 
FOLLOWING NIGHTS:

BRADLEY STOKE JUBILEE CENTRE, 
Savages Wood Road, is open 
Monday Nights 7-9.30 for young 
people from 13-19 and a Thursday 
night 7-8.15 for people under 13 and 
8.30-9.30 for people over 13. 

GREEN HUT BAILEY’S COURT 
ACTIVITY CENTRE, is open Monday 
6.30-9pm for under 13’s and Tuesday 
and Wednesday 7-9.30 for over 13’s.  
On a Wednesday with the help of 
Rosemarie a qualifi ed nurse we are 
able to offer confi dential advice, 
contraception and sexual screening

Wednesdays 5-6.30 FREE Football 
coaching for young people aged 
8-19 years at PATCHWAY COMMON/ 
BROOK WAY ACTIVITY CENTRE. 
When possible we arrange fi ve a side 
football matches.   

SORT IT!*

Restricted Access to SORT IT!* 
Centre at Station Road, Little Stoke
From 1st September a height barrier will 
be in place at this SORT IT!* preventing 
access to vehicles over 1.80m high. 
Vehicles with trailers will also be unable 
to use the site.

The site is struggling to cope with the 
current level of use which is making it 
diffi cult to ensure the safety of users 
and staff. Plans are underway to replace 
the site, but in the meantime we need 
to take action to keep the current site 
open.  Sita is introducing this measure 
as a means to maintain a quality service 
for residents, whilst preventing trade 
users from using the site.

The benefi t of the scheme will be
 that residents will be able to use the 
site in safety and waiting times should 
be reduced.  

Please note that some large vehicles 
and 4x4s will not be able to use the 
site. Please check the height of your 
vehicle before visiting and remember to 
include the height of a roof rack, if you 
have one.

Vans, trailers and larger vehicles will be 
able to access the SORT IT!* Centres in 
Thornbury and Yate. The restrictions do 
not apply to disabled users of the site.  
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EASTER 
eggstravaganza

The following montage of pictures from the Easter 
Eggstravaganza show the fun had by all at the 
Brook Way Activity Centre on Thursday 13 April.  
Some 200plus parents/carers and children arrived 
to hunt the eggs in the garden (carefully placed 
there by the Easter Bunnies) and to have their hats 
judged for the Easter Bonnet Competition.  

The pictures show the then Mayor Cllr Sandra 
Hobson entering into the spirit of the morning.  
Dave the Baker provided a magnifi cent Easter Cake 
which went to the overall winner of the Easter 
Bonnet competition.  A similar event will be held 
in 2007 – Thursday April 5th, so please diary this to 
join us for similar fun.  
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You can see more photos from the festival on our website www.bradleystoke.gov.uk/festival.php
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Festival 
Success 2006

The events began on Friday with a 
Fun Picnic on the Green arranged 
by South Gloucestershire and Bristol 
City Councils.  Hundreds of children 
and their parents enjoyed brilliant 
sunshine and soaring temperatures 
together with a chance to practice 
circus skills courtesy of Professor 
Panic and his travelling circus and to 
be entertained by Face Painters and 
Steve Price the Bubble Man.

On Saturday  even more local 
groups and businesses ran stalls to 
raise funds for their own particular 
causes.  The newly elected Mayor 
of Bradley Stoke, Councillor Mrs 
Ronnie Conway-Haskins, opened 
the proceedings by welcoming all 
the stall holders and congratulating 
all those who had worked so hard 
behind the scenes to bring the event 
to fruition.  She outlined the work 
of her own chosen charities for the 
year, namely St Peter’s Hospice and 
a new local charity, Fairplay, with 
the aim of helping local children 
in need.  Ronnie Conway-Haskins 
commented that there were many 
more stalls than in previous years 
and this marked the growing 
community spirit that was developing 
in this still comparatively new town.  
As well as the stalls there was a 
varied programme of local talent 
throughout the afternoon on the 
specially provided stage.  Quad bikes, 
bouncy castles, demonstrations of 
wood turning, African drumming, 
Egyptian dancing and salsa provided 
countless opportunities for the 
thousands who attended during 
the day to ‘have a go’.  The animal 
charity ‘Hedgehog Rescue’ with is 
representative baby hedgehogs 
complemented the Hedgehog 

colouring  competition that attracted 
nearly 300 entries. ‘Just Rocking’ 
provided a fi tting musical end to one 
of the year’s hottest days in the cool 
of the evening.  

The combined churches of the town 
celebrated morning service on 
Sunday, followed by a a family picnic 
entertained by a musical interlude 
by the Bristol East Brass Band before 
and during the friendly cricket match 
between the Bradley Stoke Cricket 
Club and Bradley Stoke All Stars - a 
scratch team culled from all walks of 
life within the town. They were kept 
suitably distant from the hive of bees 
that were present to promote the 
sale of local honey.   The Northavon 
Bowls Club Tournament (its tenth) 
on the adjoining rinks was a further 
example of a healthy and developing 
community.  The day at Baileys Court 
was most successful and enjoyed 
by all, especially the BBQ and the 
bouncy castle for the children.

Sunday morning saw the fi rst running 
of the Bradley Stoke 6k Fun Run and 
Walk organized on behalf of the 
Festival by the Sole Sisters (North) 
Running Club.  This was successful and 
saw 100 plus leave from adjacent to 
the 3 Brooks PH at 10.00am, the fi rst 
runner was  back at the fi nish at the 
Bradley Stoke Jubilee Centre in some 
24 minutes!  It is hoped that this will 
become an annual event and attract 
more support.

Next year’s festival, already planned 
for the same period in 2007 – Friday 
8 June to Sunday 10 June, will be the 
fi fth festival and it is hoped that this 
will be even more successful and 
enjoyed by more local residents, both 
participants and visitors.  

The fourth Bradley Stoke Community Festival – fast 
becoming a major annual event in the Bradley Stoke 
social calendar – was nearly as successful as previous 
years, despite the objection by local neighbours to the 
premises licence, the opening England Match of the 
World Cup and the joint BAe and Rolls Royce Family Fun 
Day – not much competition there then.

For more news on your community visit www.bradleystoke.gov.uk
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Bradley Stoke Youth F.C, Bradley Stoke 
Town F.C and Bradley Stoke Town Council 

Working in 
Football Partnership

Bradley Stoke YFC (BSYFC) was founded in June 1998.  On the 
fi rst ever training session more than 70 children of all ages 
turned up showing the need for this type of activity within 
Bradley Stoke.  Over the years the club has grown to a large 
size covering a range of age groups to allow children from 
Bradley Stoke the opportunity to train and play football.  

By Martin Lee, BSTFC and BSYFC Grant Fundraiser

First Squad 

U16s Squad 

U12

U12 Girl’s Team

Bradley Stoke YFC (BSYFC) was founded 
in June 1998.  On the fi rst ever training 
session more than 70 children of all ages 
turned up showing the need for this type 
of activity within Bradley Stoke.  Over 
the years the club has grown to a large 
size covering a range of age groups to 
allow children from Bradley Stoke the 
opportunity to train and play football.  

At the end of last season the club had 
U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, U12A, U12B, U13, 
U14 and U16 age groups.  The total 
membership of the club currently stands 
at just over 190 children highlighting the 
success of the club and their dedication 
to allow children to play football in a 
safe and friendly environment.  The 
playing and training costs to the children 
were set back in 1998 and we are proud 
to say we have never increased the price.  
The cost is still the same today following 
our policy of giving all children access 
to “affordable football”.  The club do 
all of their training and where possible 
play all of their matches in Bradley 
Stoke.  The club due to size have to use 
many facilities, these include the Jubilee 
Centre, Bailey’s Court, Bradley Stoke 
Community School, Wheatfi eld School, 
Holy Trinity School and we only use 
facilities outside the Town when demand 
exceeds supply.

BSYFC has become a major contributor 
to the local community as it serves the 
town well in all aspects of football and 
social activities that accompany a club 
of this size.  The club is well linked to 
the Council and has formed a close 
partnership where it takes part in the 
Bradley Stoke Festival and Twinning 
activities to promote the town and the 
benefi ts of living in the area.   The Town 
Council in return support BSYFC through 
the use of its facilities, grant applications 
and promotion of the club through their 
web site.  The Community School is also 
benefi ting from BSYFC as we send in a 
F.A. trained coach once a week to run 
after school football coaching sessions.  

BSYFC is always looking to improve their 
coverage of age groups and we are 
very pleased to announce that we have 
started our fi rst U12 girl’s team.  This 
team has been accepted into the Bristol 

Girl’s League and their fi rst ever league 
match will be played in September.   

If you wish to know more about Bradley 
Stoke Youth FC please visit the web site 
at www.bsyfc.co.uk  

Bradley Stoke Town F.C (BSTFC) was 
formed in early 2005 and in the 
beginning shared the BSYFC committee 
to assist the process.  The main aim of 
the club was to be linked with BSYFC 
and the Town Council to allow the older 
children a pathway to adult football 
without having to leave Bradley Stoke.  
The club has just fi nished a successful 
fi rst season and now have expanded 
to run a Reserve Team as well.  This 
expansion now allows a greater number 
of teenagers to come through and play 
adult football.  The close links to BSYFC 
were highlighted last season when in 
one game BSTFC had fi ve of the U16’s 
squad playing.  Also we are happy to say 
that a large number of the U16 squad 
have now transferred to the BSTFC adult 
team and will continue to play football 
within the town.  This proves that 
the vision we set out to achieve is 
actually happening. 

Some members serve on both BSYFC and 
BSTFC committee’s and this allows them 
to oversee the visions of both clubs and 
thus ensuring the best options are being 
taken to support the children of Bradley 
Stoke.  This also means that the strong 
links between the two clubs are enforced 
and will provide the best future for all 
children within the town.  The other area 
that BSTFC is keen to progress is in the 
effort to keep costs down to allow the 
younger lads to be able to afford to play 
adult football.  We have been very 
lucky to be supported by Bradley Stoke 
Town Council through their grant 
application process to assist us in 
achieving this goal. 

If you wish to know more about Bradley 
Stoke Town FC please visit the web site 
at www.bstfc.co.uk  

Both clubs are constantly looking for 
further sponsorship deals from local 
businesses and anyone interested can 
contact us by using the details from the 
web sites.   

Community Information • Community Information • Community Information • Community Information 

For more news on your community visit www.bradleystoke.gov.uk



You can see more photos from the event on our website www.bradleystoke.gov.uk/iwd2006
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International Women’s Day 
March 2006
Background
Several years ago Stokes & Patchway Women’s Network 
organised events for International Women’s Day.  The 
Network no longer exists and Bradley Stoke Town 
Council, with a female Mayor, was keen to explore the 
opportunities for putting on an event in 2006.  Southern 
Brooks Community Partnership (SBCP) were invited to 
work with them to see if something could be organised 
for March 2006.  International Women’s Day (8th March) 
is an occasion marked by women’s groups around 
the world.  It’s a day when women on all continents, 
often divided by national boundaries and by ethnic, 
linguistic, cultural, economic and political differences, 
come together to celebrate their Day, they can look back 
to a tradition that represents at least nine decades of 
struggle for equality, justice, peace and development.  
The idea of an International Women’s Day fi rst arose at 
the turn of the century, which in the industrialized work 
was a period of expansion and turbulence, booming 
population growth and radical ideologies.

How it Happened
Julie Snelling set up a meeting, inviting people 
representing a wide range of organisations and South 
Gloucestershire Council (SGC) departments.  Attendees 
at the initial meeting included the Equalities Offi cer 
for SGC, the library service, Rotary, Bradley Stoke Town 
Council (BSTC), Bradley Stoke Young Mums Group, 
(through Ruth Cornish or Charlie Croom), South 
Gloucestershire Asian Project (SGAP) and a local resident. 
Community Development and the PCT sent apologies.  
We agreed to hold the event in the week and that the 
theme would be “Women and Wellbeing”.  The target 
audience was women across South Gloucestershire but 

we agreed that the focus would be Bradley Stoke and the 
neighbouring communities.  We agreed to run a crèche, 
to make the event accessible to women with children.  
A small working group emerged and regular attendees 
were the Women’s Institute, the Library Service, SGAP, 
SBCP and Bradley Stoke Town Council.  Meetings were 
chaired by SBCP while administration was undertaken by 
the town council.  This was an effective way of working 
and sharing the tasks.  Much of the communication was 
undertaken by e-mail, with people taking responsibility 
for their areas of interest.  The Citizens Advice Bureau run 
a regular session in the Jubilee Centre on a Wednesday 
and they agreed that this would be for women only.  As 
the event drew nearer, regular phone calls were received 
from a range of groups wanting to have display stalls, 
including Walking for Health, Sole Sister’s Running Club, 
Smoking Cessation, Flexible Learning Partners and the 
WI.  Publicity was circulated widely, with good coverage 
by the local press, Bradley Stoke Matters, on websites 
and in newsletters and through the library.  Our aim 
was to provide a wide range of activities and we also 
wanted it to be a celebration of and for women.  One 
of the benefi ts of holding it at the Jubilee Centre is that 
everyone would be in one space, and we were keen 
to have a workshop towards the end of the event for 
women to be able to talk about the local groups that 
they were involved in and to identify any gaps in services.  
We hoped to run a food workshop in the morning that 
would produce the food for lunch.  Unfortunately this 
proved impossible due to Health & Safety legislation and 
so lunch was provided by a local caterer.  Councillor Sue 
Hope was invited to facilitate the afternoon workshop 
discussion, and to jointly open the event with Bradley 
Stoke Mayor, Councillor Sandra Hobson.

The Event
The day dawned wild and wet and we were concerned 
that this would affect numbers.  How wrong could we 
be!  Over 300 women attended, from all over South 
Gloucestershire (we had hoped for 50 to 60!).  We were 
pleased to welcome members of the Siblands RAC in 
Thornbury.  It became a truly multi-cultural event, with 
comments including how good it was to spend time 
with other women.  The fact that it was a completely 
women only event enabled Muslim women to attend 
and take a full part.  We planned the event as open 
access, only people needing crèche places were asked to 
book.  This worked well, with 7 crèche workers enabling 
most women who wanted to use the crèche the chance 
to.  Some women chose to keep their children with 
them, and they enjoyed the activities.  The event almost 
became a victim of its own success, and unfortunately 
several people were disappointed not to be able to have 
treatments.  Lunch was something of an experience, 
with long queues and only tomatoes left for those at the 
end!  We had catered for 125 as well.

Activities
Yoga, Indian Dance, Creative Writing, Aromatherapy, 
Hand Massage, Head Massage, Assertiveness, Silk 
Painting,  Card Making, Glass Painting, Nail art., 
and simply meeting and talking to other women.

The learning
More activity providers!  More lunch!  More space! – 
ALL of which will be attended to for 2007.  The date 
for 2007 is Wednesday 7 March and the theme will be 
“Women of the World”.

For more news on your community visit www.bradleystoke.gov.uk



This is a view of which road from where?

You could mark this spot with an X.  Where is it?
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...15th year of the Council, 10th year of dedicated Community Buildings (the 
old Blue Hut) and the 5th year of both the Community Festival and the opening 
of the Bradley Stoke Jubilee Centre – a series of events that we are looking 
forward to commemorating and would value any ideas that residents may have.  

Please email in to administrator@bradleystoke.gov.uk or ring 01454 868081.  

Email your answers in to localhistory@bradleystoke.gov.uk.  
There will be a small prize for the person getting most right.

It is the 20th year 
of Bradley Stoke’s 

existence...

Where is t
his and what has the fi e

ld become?

1

2

3

What was this and where was it?

4

What or 

u Continued from front page 
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where is it now?


