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Bradley Stoke Town Council Part-night Street Lighting  
Councils across the country have initiated schemes to switch off some street lighting at night to reduce carbon emissions, save energy and costs and reduce light pollution. With a target to reduce its own carbon footprint by 3% each year, and street lighting contributing to approximately 20% of its carbon footprint, South Gloucestershire Council embarked on a pilot part-night light switch off last summer. Successful pilot projects have been undertaken in the parish of Charfield and the Avon Ring Road. By switching off just 350 of the 1000 streetlights along the Ring Road for a few hours a night, carbon emissions could be slashed by as much as 76 tonnes per annum while reducing the costs by £12,000 per annum. 

The scheme is now being extended to a number of other towns and villages throughout South Gloucestershire. Before a scheme is introduced in any area, full consultation will be carried out with the local town or parish council, police, fire brigade and other partners. Only when there is agreement between all organisations involved, will the area be considered to take part in the trial. Once the trial has commenced in an area, a monitoring system will be put in place and if there are any issues, then the streetlights would be simply switched back on.

Bradley Stoke Town Council expressed an interest in signing-up to the scheme and has now met with South Gloucestershire Council and other partners. Over the next two months, Town Councillors will be seeking residents views on the proposals and comments can be left at any of the Activity Centres (Brook Way, Baileys Court and the Jubilee centre) or Town Council office. Alternatively, further information is also available on the Town Council website (www.bradleystoke.gov.uk) and comments can be left there. 

Bradley Stoke Town Council is holding a Public Drop-in Session on Saturday 4th December 2010 between 10 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. at The Jubilee Centre, Savages Wood Road, Bradley Stoke, BS32 8HL where proposals will be on display.    

	Criteria for the Part Night Operation of Street Lighting – South Gloucestershire

In support of the Council’s carbon reduction initiative, the option is now available for Parish and Town Councils in consultation with the residents to implement a part night imitative, whereby some existing street lights will be converted from all night operation to part night operation switching times are approximately off at midnight GMT and back on 5:00 GMT.

The benefits of these conversions are two-fold: a) reduced carbon emissions and b) reduced energy cost. It is estimated that for each individual street light conversion there will be a reduction of 40% in both carbon emissions and energy cost.

In each area where there is agreement to proceed with these conversions it will be necessary to identify street lights that are to remain operating all night, and those that can be viably included in the part night initiative. These streetlights will be identified using the criteria set out below and, in addition, through consultation with the Parish or Town Council and the Police and Safer South Gloucestershire as well as other relevant sections such as road safety.

Criteria for part night switching of streetlights will be assessed as follows:

· Principal Routes where appropriate, except within:

o Bends with a radius of less than value below, and/ or

o Approach distances to roundabouts and major junctions set out below.

Road Speed Mph

30

40

50

60

70

Min lighting distance to R/A or Jct

70m

120m

160m

215m

295m

Minimum radius

180m

360m

510m

720m

1020m

· Locations without a significant road traffic night-time injury accident record.

· Areas without a significant record of crime.

· Areas provided with CCTV local authority/police surveillance equipment reliant on street lighting will not be included.

· Areas with sheltered housing and other residences accommodating vulnerable people will not be included.

· Areas with 24hr operational emergency services sites including hospitals will not be included.

· Pedestrian crossings, subways, enclosed footpaths and alleyways will not be included.

· Where there are potential hazards on the highway (e.g. round-a-bouts, central carriageway islands, build-outs, speed-humps) will remain lit.

A monitoring system will be set up that will compare the “before and after” recorded crime figures for each area.

The Street Lighting Team recognise that “fine tuning” may be required following any conversion work and requests for the reinstatement of individual streetlights to all night operation will be considered by the Parish or Town Council on their merits.
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